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CHAPTER L 

FoR neail y%a hoiir^ the mching hetd o£ 
tbe weeping Eosab^la iiad rested on lier 
piUow, ere Lady M^ora^i^wlio always 
bestowed an imniensity of time npon db« 
robing, as weU as attiring — condescendeM^ 
to give utterance to more than nioEM»yIla« 
hkSj ef«n to the inquiskive Betty ; who» 
from having lived in the nursery at Ra^ 
venswood ever since tbe iafancy of Lady 
Meliora, fett all anxiety to learn, if her 
dear youag lady had as mach admiration to 
boast of, as her still greater favourite Miss 
Rosa, whose adventures on Richmond Hill 
had been circmnstantially commimicated 
to her and Mrs. Dermot by Terry» who 
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had exultingly witnessed all the homage 
our heroine had received. 

But, at lengtb, it suddenly darted into 
the remembrance of Lady Meliora, that if 
she injudiciously persevered in the ungra- 
cious silence, her poignantly feit mortifica- 
tions and envious Symptoms had inspired, 
tsome high triumphs of her surpassing beau- 
ty must remain unrecorded : since she was 
certain, neither Lady Wilemore nor her 
niece would have sufficient candour to re- 
peat them ; Lord Derville had spent too 
mach of bis time in the betting booth, or 
witbu Miss Vandelure, to know any thing 
relative to her; and Mrs. O'Dowd had 
been too mach occupied in gaping afler 
fashionS) foreigners, and Lady Flowerdew» 
to have observed any thing but them. But 
how to descend from the impregnable for- 
tress of stately silence, after such a steady 
sojoum there, was rather puzzling ; yet, as 
it was now become her wish to blazon fbrth 
her own achievements in conquest, she had 
only to apply for aid to her ingenuity, and 
quickly she discovered a path to open by, 
«asy and plausible. 
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" I declare, Betty,", she at length ex- 
claimed, '' you are become as unreasonable 
as the multitude, who expect a hair a-piecQ 
out of Kucher's mustaches and Flatoff's 
horse's tail. — Can you conceive my mind 
is. not engaged by. this extraordinary. and 
alarming absence of my dear brother, that 
you expect me to prattle nonsense to. you, 
as I used to. do in the. nuraery at Rar 
vens Woody when I had notbing to think 
about?" 

" Why, jewel, as you knew Mattet 
Chatless was only just gone. to sleep at 
another hotel» in a pet with my Lady, I 
tibougfat you had no longer any call to be 
fretting in regard to that." 

" That is very true, Betty ; and certaiur 
ly, it is useless to fret about a matter of so 
titüe consequence, since, I have no.doubt» 
he. will be here to. breakfast, and all made 
up. So,, let me see, if I can recoUect any 
of the. million of questions you have been 
putting to me ? Well then> in reply, we 
had our carriage, by the arrangement of 
that blundering Mr. Foxcraft, whose true 
name, I am sure, must be Goosecrqfip t(f 

B 2 
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th« left of the ufnpire's ßtand, »Mend of 
opposite to the ro;^ stand ; tsi£H wm 
the raee», a«id not illustri^oufi personages^ 
^e went to 6ee ; afid) by ihk sttipici matu 
Oeuvre, we were ootnpletely distaticed ia 
ous ansi of seeiog, or heiDg seen by the 
foraigü wondars ; fbr as her Me^etfij dho» 
to remaifi stationary, all, throngfa eHqußtt^^ 
remaiaed with her, and, until they weaiB 
going off the grouad, tfaere exiated no 
Chance of a look> or a shake of the hand, 
firotn one c€ them ; amd tfaen, there Was 
auch an impetuous rush, to try what conld 
be done, ladies vatdtang ont of tb»r oaor- 
riages like wild rotti|vs, that, betng imueed 
to crowds, I feit too cowardt^ to proceed^ 
wl»ch was the whole and sole cause of iny 
being despoited of my fall share of adüira> 
tion : but I would not, even had my cdu«- 
tage been equal to tbeprowess, hav^e rudely 
pressed npon those, strangers for tfaeir vlo^ 
tice, and mount np, like a savage, into tke 
very carriage to tbe emperor, as my three 
companions accuse one anotber of doing. 
" However, I console myself with admi- 
tatioQ much more fiaMering than suth en 



mo9t if)qui9f tive Mrs. Betty^ tfa^t whUät tba 

we^on thQ «rrivo} of tbe empefor «nd bJB 
fiatef oa tfae cowäfb I 9tood up üi th« 
}f(n4ai^ to obtiMin a gliruf fNß of theus when 
auddeidy I f^^ BQW^thiig alive r^biog 
Agdio« «y una; and, upon turmng my 
be{4 round to tlw «hat it ^wai, I b^eld 
ii^ I«ftd«r^ofajfeMWiwh»0dj^quipi^fei ¥^h 
their heads in ßur laod^u» dashifig tb^n' Mp 
Mid dpwn in att their high wettted ^pr«»]^«« 
So I shrieked» ^aqpecting their nei^t 8te^ 
would inbroduiie their legp iiito the eaiv 
riag^ to u^: when, lo! in cme m^sent« 
like the efißct of magic, the driver of the 
vebicie twitched them round to the other 
Side of hiß coach, the body of which ho 
drew uf f :iactly parall^ with ours. Raia« 
jng my eyed to $ee ^o bad eflfeeted all 
thia, to make my bow of gratitude, I 
beheldfl seated by Phaeton, — who wM 
an absolute divinity — our Shootef'9 Hill 
appendage, Mr. Dashwopd, whom I saw 
in^tantly whieper his companion, whose 
?yes ffom that momwt were never n^ 
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moved from my face, whenever he coutd 
obtain an opportunity of gazing upon it, 
which was pretty frequent; for although 
Mr. Dashwood instantly vanished, I know 
not how his companion, who had föur 
attendants mounted on the toof and in 
the rumble-tumble, remained stationary, to 
feast his enraptured gaze whenever his im- 
patient steeds would permit his continuing 
near me j and Lady Wilemcwre, promptly 
claiming the evident conquest for her 
odious niece, prociaimed in her triumph, 
that this beautiful and entranced Phaeton 
was Lord William Rentlom, son to the 
Marquis of Timberdown, one' of the most 
admired young men of the age. 

" * But, indeed, my lovely Alinda/ she 
affectedly added, * you must keep this con- 
quest secret as possible, to shield yourself 
from poisoned stilettoes and darts, levelled 
at you by half the love-maddened dames in 
town* I hope you will treat this conquest 
properly, and not disregard it, as all who 
äre rieh in captives are vastly apt to do/ 

" At this moment, a fine martial-lookitig 
cavalry officer rode up to the carriage, and, 
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after ^ hoping Lady Wilemore was well/ 
requested, in rather an audible whisper, 
' an introduction to that beautiful creature 
she was chaperone to,' when — Rosa are you 

asleep ?'* 

**.I am all attention," replied Rosabella, 
sitting up in her bed, whose tears had been 

• * • * 

suspended, and interest excited, the mo- 
ment her beloved friend allowed her long 
withheld accents again to flow. 

** Well then, only conceive the woman's 
eörontery ! She coolly attempted the in- 
troduction of Miss Standard to him. 

*^ * My dear Madam/ he exclaimed, with 
a half suppressed laugh, ' you forget I have 
had the honour of Miss Standard's acquaint- 
ance these four years !' and now, again 
lowering his voice to more of a fancied 
whisper than the reality, for hexontinued 
most perfectly audible, he said : — 

" * It is that beautiful, and \)ery young 
attractor, I request an introduction to ; not 
only to gratify my own anxious wishes, but 
in compliance with my friend Lord Wil- 
liam Rentlorn's earnest entreaty, who, with 
my seif, is absolutely fascinated.* 
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^^ Her Ladysfaip acceding to aus requcst» 
tbe o£Scer retreated, and in a few moment» 
returned with Lord William. Both dis- 
mounted, when the introduction took {4ace ; 
and, upon obtaining pennission, both hi» 
Lordship, and Captain Hawk, who is qoar- 
tered at Hounslow for the present, came 
into the landau to us» and paid much elvi- 
ViXy to the other ladies^ but to me the most 
marked attention ; took their repast with 
tfSy and obtained my permission to call here 
to-morrow, to inquire how I bore the fa^ 
tigue of my excursion, and to be intro« 
dnced to grandmama* So ff even nothing 
eise Comes of these delightful acquaiAt* 
ances, I shall be at no lesd in future for att 
tending beaux." 

•* NotWng can come of it, but the con- 
yenience of attending beaux and pleasing 
acquaintance ; unless you should sip your 
beverage from the Lethean stream/' said 
Rosabella. 

" That even would have no eflfect/* 
Lady Meliora replied : ^' no stream can 
rise in altitude to extinguish the sun's re« 
splendent rays.^ 



9% 



h«r pillpw, B^tty d?part«dj ^n4 hf y I-ady.. 
^hip, r^^töred to the frpe «sß pf hpr.or^l 
fapultiö^, talked b^r^ßlf and friöqd into tbat 
rq)ose tbey bpth r^quired? 

lipre »rose o» thp tiptPü of «ypfiptatipn, % 
rivetting the chains she bad tbfi^9 aTOVPd 

Lord WüUftin and Kt$ fmlltary fripnd i yet 
not mthodi mme^ pn^a^y mnaationa of 
alarip, rflativp to tbd pf@e$ ibe ^^9rßn<^ 
pf tb0 BPwly di«W¥*r*d bef^pty in her 
yaunf fri^pd wigM; b^ya npo» tbem; 

whi}#t S.o*i^>?Ha arose, mÖ^: b#F W^d fijöled 

i^itb tbß anwpH§ bppe of iibe gwd s#r»se of 

Mjr* Mopwn ifftdiBg b*ip, affer a »igbt of 

aörfopp r^eetioö. to tb# bfeakfert hpard 
of b49 fawly, w^b tb^ «pirit of ipdignatio» 

sub.dM^ by ^«MPQ« 

B^t RpB**P bppß was PPI^ r^ali:?ßd. Np 
Cbarlea«--»^ mtMg^w?^ from b/m pp. 
p^^nrad ; wbiliH^» tP b?r iiit^v amazeipenty 

bia grapdflwttaer n^ithfr ß^pr^$sßi nor 
sppinfd tp fepj »ny alarip at bis abaeoce; 
fer <ÄB dpctfi«^? pf M;i'- Stewhara's mpro^ 
mg Ußtmf bftd <;aH«» spcb effect, tbat ifti» 
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dignation at his undutiful condüct had su- 
perseded every softening tone of affec- 
tion ; insomuch, that wheh breakfast was 
approaching its termination, and Lord 
Derville expressed his Intention of trying 
his rhetoric in persuading Mr. Freecastle to 
lead him to his brother, Lady DerVille 
häüghtily exclaimed — 

" At yöur peril, Mortimer, seek him. — 
I will suffer no one in my family to degrade 
me, by the condescension of inquiring after 
so ungrateful, so unfeeling, so undutiful a 
personage äs Mr. Monsoii ; who, forgetful 
of all he owes me for my tender care of 
him, has inhumanly taken ä Step, which he 
trusts will plunge daggers into my heart : 
but let him beware they dö not reach his 
own. — When the gentleman finds it for his 
own interest to seek his truest friend, I 
doubt not that interest will lead him home/' 

The moment breakfast was ended, Lady 
Meliora, awakened to alarm throügh the 
fears she imbibed from the miserable Rosa, 
relative to the protracted absence of her 
impetuous brother, took an opportunity of 
dispatching Betty Roach with a request ta 
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Mr. Freecaktle, to forward withöut delay 
a letter from her to Mr. Monson ; and 
upon the courteous Mattre cCHoteFs ready 
assent, she retreated to her Chamber, and. 
rapidly scribbled— 

" You vile truant ! 
*• What do you deserve for so merci- 
lessly destroying, at least, four ounces of 
my most transparent bloom of roses, and 
conveying not less than six drachms of 
yellow ochre into the lilies of my com« 
{dexion, through alarm and uneasiness at 
your mysteriöus disappearance ? whilst 
Rosa, who has . not left bne feather dry 
in her pillow, weeping for your perilöiis 
prank, I think will be immolated withbut 
further respite ör compunction upon the 
Hynieneal altar, as the cause of your 
naughty tricks : so, if you have one par- 
tide of pity in yoiir composition, let it 
lead to the revival of my faded charms, 
and to the rescue of the hapless maid from« 
sacrifice to that fee»fa-fum cannibal, who, 
I am tremblingly aware— and by no meansi 
secure that my immolatiöh will not bej 
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next required«^only wsmts her to tvife, äjsr 
ogres entice children to their Castles, to 
devour them* So dismount, I pray you,. 
from your high wax home»^ and come 
prancing home, without d^lay, on your. 
gentle palfry of family concord, to receive 
a warm and welcome embr&ce from 
^^ Your a&ictionete ^iuteTy 

>^ Meuoba Monsok.^ 
^* Saturdiiy mormngJ 



» 



Mrs. O'Dovd had requested permifioion 
fiur both her young frieod« toaccompany her 
this mormng, upon an excursion to execute 
commissioiiB&Er her Iririi frknds^her vieit 
to Lady Flowerdew foeing suspended by her 
Lad3r£hip'8 own üaformation at Asoot^ ^ g£ 
kereogagement to renudn at Wind^or Castl«- 
that night ^^ but Lady MeUora, apprehen-^ 
sive of iosing the promieed visdt of her two 
captives^ declined, and with an uogracioua^ 
acquiescence from Lady Dervüle» Rom 
wae permitted to go«. 

WheoL Mr8.0Dowd got mto her ca?- 
riage, ^e ordered it to Moorfields» whi- 
ther she acoordingly waa conveyed ^ w^p 
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afier there executing tfae commisslons of 
Mrs. M'Fangle, her next order of march 
was for Bond Street. Her buBiness being 
completed tfaere» she next desired to be 
taken to Warwkrk Lane, Newgate Street» 
üpon which ehe heard a sort of suUen raur** 
mar barst from her coachman ; aaid when 
tbey arrived at the Old fiaaley» RoaabeUa 
commumcated to her companion-^upon 
her diiservation of the tremendous prison — 
*^ that tfaey certainly had been that way 
already, on their excurston to Moorfields/' 

" Ah ! now were we, my honey ? What 
a pity, we did not know London better ; 
for we might have killed two birda with 
one arrow-^faut all will go in our day's 
work/^ 

*^ But, nnludctiy» k will go in tbatof the 
poor faorses too,'^ said Rosabella* 

*^ Fortunately we have no gendeman 
with US to lecture us for that/' replied 
Mrs. O'Dowd* ^^ If Alermont was here, 
he would be frantic with me, if I took the 
verlest garrans, that ever crawled^ one incb 
out of thär way : and that is one reason I 
hate men to be accompaoying ooe upon 
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Shopping expeditions, for they think of nö^ 
thing but the weary horses/* 

" Weary enough, I doubt not," retum- 
ed Rosa. ^^ But does it not impeach th& 
compassion of our sex most direfully, foc 
Bien only to think of the fatigue the poor. 
animals, that are conveying us at our ease». 
are enduring, throügh our thoüghtlessnesS' 
in not arranging a line of march? and 
which I conceive one might very material- 
ly contract, upon regulär days of Shopping, 
to be undergone in this widely extending 
metropolis, by forming a little outline of 
our coürse, after having made our list o£ 
purchases.*' 

" No doubt we could, my cömpassionate* 
honey ! if we would but find humanity 
sufficient to think of our horses, whilst our 
heads are füll of all the elegant hats and 
Caps and lovely dresses we are going to 
deck ourselves in." 

Mrs. O'Dowd having had Messrs. Le 
Tench's draught honoured in the College of 
Physicians, to yield her the power of pur- 
chasing those adornments she delighted in,, 
she gave directions to be conveyed to Hill* 
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yard and Nourse's, in Welbeck Street; 
and they were proceeding briakly to the 
westward, when in Holbom tliey both at. 
the same moment observed Mr. Monson 
rapidly pass them in a hackney coach, .with 
a feinale seated by him, tö whom he was 
so earnestly speaking, that he observed 
thetn not ; a femäle, who, in the transient 
view they had obtained of her, appeared 
extremely young and beautifuL 

Rosabella, tbroügh someundefinablepre- 
sentiment of evil befalling Charles fröm 
this suspiciöus incident, since the virulent 
censure passed upon the great metropolia 
by Mr. Sternhatn had ihformed her, that 
temptation might assail Mr. Monson 
wbichsoever way he turned ; becoming 
pale äs the semblance of death, looked so 
shocked, so distressed, that Mrs.O'Dowd» 
although exceedingly grieved for the snare 
she doübted not he had been entoiled by, 
anxious to comfort Rosa, and pour balm 
into the heart of wounded affection, which 
she suspected was more tender than 
that of sisterly attachment— -instantly ex- 
claimed-* 
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*^ So, I perceive Mr. Monson has been 
detained frotn us this morning, by meeting, 
at the hotel he slumbered at, some of hif^ 
own country neighbours, \i^hom he is no^ 
escortmg about.-~I dare say, Mr. änd 
Mrs. Dawsofi Dillon. I think the ladjR 
was like her**' 

^^ Did you see a genüeman \rith him ? 
I oBly beheld a female companion," «dA 
Rosa, faltering. 

^* I thiak I had the glimpde of a man^ 
as I popped my head out of the windo«p 
in eager curiosity, but I cannot ppsitively 
affirm it was so ; for my gcntleman's pride 
jiist bethought itself at thatmoment of the 
degradatioa it was expoaihg itself tß, o£ 
b#ing Seen by any prying eye in a hack ^ 
so diat his hopour idiipped up the window 
with such a haughty flourish» no time wafi^ 
aflforded me for certain investigatiQn. Pos« 
sibiy he might faave see» me, and if so^ 
this aforesaid prrde will never forgive my 
impertinent detection ; therefore I must 
spare it the humiliatioa of ever knowin^ 
I discovered this d^enctate expedition in. 
a hackney drag ; and let me adviae yoi^ 
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too» xny honey, to persevere in »üence 
upoa the subject«'' 

^ Certainly, Mrs. O'Dowd» I shall not 
take the Uberty of mentioning the circum« 
staoce to him, or to any one,!* repüed the 
aorrowing Rosa } wbo, fearing all was not 
in train fyjc his wel&re» feit tbat to him the 
subject would be iiaproper^ and to hia 
sister only productive of grief. 

Bot, after a pause» RosabeUa contincied, 
<^ If Mr, Monwn k detained from home 
by any of dur Ravenswpod neighbours, w« 
soon sh^l know it, by thejr caUing upon 
you» Mrs« O'Dowd« Heavens »end it xoay 
be sor 

** Amen» my honey ! — But, from the bot- 
tom of my heart I pity the grandchUdren 
of Lady DerviUe. All bom for leading 
parts upon the great theatre of life, they 
have been reared only for the cdl of tho 
anchoret And dö ypu know, Rosa, al- 
though you are to the füll as very a novice 
in the world's wiles as they ate, yet I have 
not half the apprehension for you I feei 
for them*--*For, whatever might have beea 
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your ruling passion, it has been curbed bjr 
the judicious management of Lady Xna 
Belmont, and not nurtured, like theirs, 
until they are trained up with them, ripe 
to become the auxiliary of ten thousand 
mischiefs. Well, for their sakes 1 must 
exert my energies to bring about an in- 
timacy with Lady Flowerdew, to get them 
into appropriate society ; since to come 
forth from the shell of seclusion, to form 
intimacies with any windfall, will never do. 
But pray, my honey dear! what is this 
Lady Elstow about? Will she not in- 
troduce the grandchildren of her old friend. 
into circles proper for them to move in ?" 
• ** Why, she is a determined valetudi- 
narian it seems,*' said Rosa; ** yet still 
she has kindly promised to come to town 
the Very first drawing-room, to introduce 
Lady Meliora*" 

- They naw arrived iti Welbeck Street, 
where there were too many temptations for 
captivating the fancy of Mrs. O'Dowd, fofc 
her purchases and Orders to be rapidly 
dispatched; büt when again in the cbs^ 
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riage to proceed upon their travels, Mrs. 
O'Dowd let down the front glass to speak 
herseif to the coachman. 

** Go/* said she, " to No. — Cheapside, 
and if that is far off^ you must drive quick, 
as I want to he in Alhemarle Street hy 
three o'clock, to take Lady Derville to 
Fitzroy Square." 

" Ihave been once already in Cheapside 
with you to-day, ma'am; and a second 
time on its skirts, and it is unpossible to 
go trotting about at that there rate," re- 
tumed the coächman suUenly, " without 
another parr of horses to take their turn ; 
but i^here you are to get them, I knows 
not ; fbr by the time these here foreigners 
be gone, we shan't have no sound winded 
horse in no stable in Lunnun, no, not 
even in the Prince Regent's own ; and 
äs to going quick, if the cattle could do it» 
there is no time for no such unreasonable 
doings, since it wants now but a quarter to 
three." 

" Ah ! my now, who could have sus- 
pected its being so late l'' exclaimed Mrs. 
O'Dowd, *^ I really thought to have broke 



tbe neck of itiy sbof^i^ ti6% mdruioj^, 
md I have doiie nothiferg/' 

" If you han't broi;^ tbe »eck of 3Poair 
ßhopping^ your silK^ping ha» pcettjr ingh 
broke tbe wiod pf youT boraes} aüd» i£ 
you have 4oae noth^ eise,; you haipe 
Imocked them up. Trot, troW t^ver Ae 
stones from west to east; aßd ikon eiii3£ 
to west, and wait, w^t, hour s^bec Hour^ 
at doors-«^I am svure I (io^$ m)t kiut^w whM 
«laster will my to it, but I be veiy certaia 
tboughi he will as eoon cut off his rigfat band 
as let you, wbile there is auch a demand 
fi)r hors^ts» keep the^ here on for your 
9bpp Ui^ng» $ißce thia is tfae way you fackei 
them ; to aod thro, over the same grouud^ 
«at kß^wiug, as I thiBks, your right h^fid 
firom your left*'* 

, *^Shöp4ifting!''exclaimedMrs,0*Dowd^ 
growing very iadignant, ^ Shop Jiftiiig i 
Wbat am tbe msolent fellow itnean V* 

*^ Pure ignorance,*' replied Rosabella» 
*' for assuredly he knows not the meaning 
of the Word." 

^* He »hall never drive me agdn ; I 
would sooner w^^k up to my knees in mud. 



üe cannot be an Ef^lifibttan« to be so im* 
civil/* 

'^ That he is a savage^ is pretty c)eaiV' 
replied Rosabella ; *^ yet, you had better 
pause ere you dediare war with hiai ; aod 
ictnember tive dlfficahy you exfDerieooed 
10 pMCoriiig any herge» at all, in f^ifrim« 
precedented demand for tbem ; and b^ 
aides» I &ar he has bad biit too mMU 
reason to complain ot yofu: ignora&ce in 
ike g^ography af London/' 

^ Rigfat, my Isttle Wigdoiidb«^ ! I m\M 
not allow anger to lurc^ nie ; siö Ai% have 
at bäm! TU piiaver him mto a reooii« 
cillHition.'^ 

*« Wirjr^ indeed^ my good frieod^ I fear/* 
Said Mrsii O'Dowd, looking d^nurdy huift- 
ble, ^* I have unthinkkigly been rery hard 
npoQ you and your horses to^day, not 
duly considering which hatod I ougfat tö 
twn to first } so there k a one pound note, 
to ^ve thetii an addttional feed of coro, 
and yea a dtaught of porter to drink better 
knowledge of London to me^ ere we set 
out to«morrow on our rounds, which^ I 
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promise you, shall be regulated by the 
map« 

" 0hl bless you, never trouble your 
ladyship*s honour's h'ead about no such 
stuff, as them there maps/' replied the 
coachinaji in an altered tone, with the 
hand in which he grasped the note re- 
spectfüiUy placed in obeisance at his hat. 
" Our cattle be well fed, and ben't qfeard 
of work, nor I neither, when as how I 
seroes a lady, as I sees you be every inch on 
you : so' don't you believe but you shall 
have horses, let who will go without. No, 
none on them there sneaking bribes, as 
I have been ofTered, to persuade master 
to take these here nags from you, shall 
do it ; and was there time, I could take 
you with ease to Cheapside; but after 
we has been to Fizroy Square, I can bowl 
you there in no time.** 

** Oh ! the powers of bribery and cor- 
ruption !" exclaimed Mrs. 0*Dowd, as she 
closed the carriäge window j " and you, 
who are the gentle priestess of pity's seif, 
you have been the mover of all this; 
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80 should the poor steeds die in my Service, 
they will certainly haunt you, and carry 
you off some dark stormy night to Pippin 
Grove, with grim Sternham mounted on 
one of their skeleton backs, under the 
form of Alonzo the brave/' 
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CHAPTER II. 

When arrived in Albemaiie Street^ Mrs^ 
O'Dowd and her lovely companion found 
Mr. Sternham standing suUenly at one of 
the drawing-room Windows, watching im- 
patiently for their retum : Lady Derville 
employed in some degree of similarity, 
for she was seated too at a window, alter- 
nately gazing at the passing multitude 
and her darling Meliora ; who, in a bright 
blaze of animated conscious beauty, was 
singing Irish melodies to her own äccom» 
paniment on the harp for Captain Hawk, 
who had continued his Visitation now a füll 
hour after the departure of Lord William 
Rentlorn, whom particular business at 
Tattersal's had drawn from his admiring 
Station by the fair melodist. 

The simple and uncostly attire of Rosa- 
bella, stamped her at one glance, in the 
estimation of the lynx-eyed captain, as 
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an appendage to the family, of no Utility 
for the purposeä of pecuniary speculation. 
" Oh ! Mrs. O'Dowd/' exclaimed her 
ladyship, ceäsing her warbling the moment 
she appeared, *' I thought you would 
never come back, and that Rosa was 
playing me a slippery trick, in purchasing 
certain grave fineries becoming canonical 
propriety, without Consulting my taste. 
Ah ! ha ! that tell-tale blush pleads guilty 
to niy suspicions, and promises me ä mitred 
trimming for my sagacity. But now, long 
wished for being arrived at last, I have, 
after introducing Miss Frederick to Cap- 
tain Hawk, to announce to you, ladies, 
that we have been impatiently waiting for 
you to accompany us to the Stahle Yard, 
to behold the humours of Blucher's Court 
of Momus ; and to see the emperor arrive 
at Cumberland House, to receive the Lord 
Mayor, &c.'* 

" I suppose, madam," said our heart- 
wrung heroine, now pained to the quick, 
at her beloved Meliora, even in jest, al- 
luding to her union with Mr. Sternham 
as a possibility ; and with fluttering bosom 

VOL. ui. c 
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venturing to address her . sadly changed 
pcotectress, ** I: auppoBe you are not to 
form one of this pedestri^n pafty; and 
may Ibe pertnitted to remaiti with you ?'* 

'* No, child, I msh you to accompany 
those who form this party," her ladyshlp 
replied ; ^^ and I api in half an bour to ac- 
company Lord Derville, to pay my compH- 
ments to Miss Vandelure.*' 

Lady Meliora wild to be gone» aince 
Lord William had promised to meet her in 
the Stahle Yard, was, for a wonder, rapidly 
equipped, and without one moment of fur- 
ther delay they set out ; Lady Meliora and 
Captain Hawk leading the van, and Mr« 
Stemham, now most amiable, the supporter 
of Mrs. O' Dowd and the recoiling Rosabella. 

There had already assembled a much 
greater multitude in this small quadrangle, 
than it could commodiously contain : it 
therefore required much patience, per- 
severance, and steady generalship, to pene- 
trate through the solid files coUected ; but 
Captain Hawk was fuUy equal to the en- 
terprise ; by a joke to the mechanic, a 
compliment to a lady, and a request to any 
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intervening gentleman in farour of a lady, 
he manoeuvred a passage for himself and 
fair companion; but not so readily did 
Mr. Sternham steer himself and convoy 
through the impeding straits— ever and 
anon they were at a dead pause; but 
at length, Lady Meliora and her escort 
having made their way to an excellent 
Station for beholding the exhibitions of 

c 

Blücher, th^ made Signals for the rest to 
foUow them; but no possible pass could 
Mr. Sternham efiect to proceed through. 

" Do you entreat permission, Rosa, for 
US to pass," Said Mrs. 0*Dowd. " I per- 
Cjsive a commanding tone will not answer 
on such occasions." 

Rosabella obeyed, and instantly the first 
barrier became as the pliant osier branches 
to let her glide in, but resumed the strength 
of the sturdy oak bough, to the firm exclu- 
sion of Mr; Sternham. 

The timid Rosabella, now precipitated 
by the impatience of her companions into 
this alarming State of insulation, devoid of 
immediate protection in this formidable 
throng, was ready to sink with terror; 

c 2 
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and was striving to find power of voice 
to convey her gentle supplication to be 
allowed to recede, when a ready hand 
grasped hers, and an exclamation, deliver- 
ed in a tone indicative of astonishment at 
finding her there alone, informed her, 
ere she could turn to see who held her 
hand, that this prompt protection was 
afforded by Lord Bays water. 

" Oh ! my lord,'* said Rosa, " I am in- 
deed rejoiced to recognise any individual 
I ever saw before, since I have unfortu- 
nately been divided from my party.** 

" Who are you, sir, that dared the pre- 
sumption of seizing that lady*s band ?" ex- 
claimed a voice almost inarticulate with 
Indignation, whilst the spark violently 
snatched Rosa's hand away^ 

" Who am I ?*' responded his lordship, 
endeavouring to obtain a view of the. hör* 
tile intruder. " Why I am one, Prince 
Furibon ! who would not have endangered 
the smashing of this fragile arm, by turbu- 
lently snatching it from protection, ere 
I knew it was unworthy of the honour 
it had seized." 
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" Oh, Charles !*' the now direfuUy agi- 
tated Rosabella said, " this gentleman's 
ready protection was offered me in kind- 
ness. I know him, and will announce 
him to you, when we are not where naming 
personages might prove annoying/* 

** Sir, I entreat ten thousand pardons 
for my hostile rudeness, which my con- 
ceiving you to be an intrusive stranger, led 
me into," Charles courteously replied,whilst 
endeavouring to manoeuvre Bosa a little 
out of Mr. Stemham*s track to pursue, 
wfao» he saw, was attempting to elbow his 
way to them. *^ To prove my penitence 
for my ungrateful attack — since all who 
would aid this lady, whom I estimate as 
my sister, I am indebted to— must I whoUy 
resign her to your protection ; or will you 
permit my sharing it with you ?" 

'^ Why, as the Hesperian fruit was 
thought to require two dragons to guard 
it,'' replied his lordship, smiling in amity, 
** we may, from one glance^ pronounce 
this so too, and both share in the arduous 
undertaking." 
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" Did you drop from the clouds, 
Charles ?" Rosa inquired ; " for until you 
spoke I never beheld you." 

" Why, that you could not very con- 
veniently do, as I was the retracer of your 
footsteps hither ; for in eonsequence of a 
note from Meliora» I was hastening to 
Alberaarle Street, and saw you all crossing 
Piccadilly intö St. James's Street j but 
I was not far enough in advance to over* 
take, ere you got entangled in the 
crowd." 

At this moment a voice audibly ex- 
claimed : ^^ How long has he been in ?'* 

^^ About ten minutes," was the re- 
sponse. 

^< That is rest enough. iLet us have 
him out." 

*« Oh ! Charles 1** cried Rosa, looking 
the terror she experienced, *^ is it, can 
it be possible, that Captain Hawk can have 
brought US into the court of the Tower, 
and that it is one of the wild beasts they 
are going to make exhibit for us ?'' 

Rosa received her answer from the mul- 
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titude, shouting out, *' Blücher ! Blücher ! 
Bluctier!' whilat many, to evince their 
pecüliär partiality to this distinguished 
warrior, threw down all barriers of poütesse 
to shout out the singularjly endearing ap- 
pellation of «« O« Blücher !" 

" Old Blücher! come out, you joUy 
dog ! and show ybur brave, honest, cheer- 
fid face to us." 

*• You now know what this vociferous 
multitude want to come forth for their 
amusement," Said Lord Bayswater, smiling 
in ädmiration upon the unsophisticated 
Ko«äbella. *^ But now ybür alarm may 
bdGOme more poignant and well grounded, 
sihce you perceive the wild animals are 
at largö, surrounding yöu." 

^^ Indeed,'' retumed Rosa, smiling now 
at her own unfounded panic, ^^ enthu- 
siasm seems tö have transformed the ma» 
jority of our countrymeü iiito veiy wild 
beiögs.*' 

Marshai Blücher now appeared at a 
little distance from a window, with the 
sash closed; and which, by most expres-' 
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sive gesticulatipns, he intimated he would 
not open to show his face, unless the ladies 
threw up their veils and showed him 
theirs. 

Instantly every veil was raised, and a 
general exhibition of beauties and defects 
took place ; and Blücher, in conformity 
with his implied articles of capitulation, 
threw epen Jiis sash, and came sufiSciently 
through it to perform all that was expected 
of him, in CQurteous or cordial greetings ; 
sha:king hands with those who climbed 
in ambitious altitude for that distinction ; 
blowing kisses to the fair who $truck his 
fancy^ and noddiing and smiling at all; 
whUst, from the continued movement of 
the crowd, reinforcements working their 
way into the court, and others penetrating 
through the throng, to press to the fore- 
most rank to obtain some mark of distinc- 
tion from this populär favourite, much 
inconvenience necessarily was experienced 
by all, philosophically borne by some, not 
so by others ; and in one of these fluc- 
tuating pressures, our heroine heard a very 
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handsome young man, who had just glided 
in immediately before her, thus go on with 
a detail to another gentleman : — 

** And, so sir, we made a left-handed 
feint, neatly jockeyed the police, and gave 
them the go by to Wormwood Scrubs, 
after some beautiful sparring. Well, sir, 
here we commenced some desperate play. 
Clincher fought widej Grinder got into 
his length, and gave him a stomacher, that 
hit completely in his wind. — Clincher ap- 
peared to dislike his custoraer, and fought 
shy. — Grinder went in to his man with 
great spirit, forced his head under his arm, 
and fibbed him well. — Clincher being füll 
of pluck, rallied ; ahugging round ensued, 
and now it went very hard with each ; 
when Clincher bothered Grinder on both 
sides of the head ; besides a beautiful 
facer that took him over the eye, and 
nearly scalped him." 

The timid Rosa, in füll belief the young 
man who was thus speaking, who, although 
extremely handsome, looked pale and hag- 
gard, was an unfortunate maniac; and 
the Jargon he was uttering, the incohe- 

c 5 
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rent raving of bis malady ; began to trem- 
ble so excessively, in apprehensioa of the 
possible mischief he might do to some one 
near him now he had begun to rave of 
scalping, that Charles, perceiving her sud- 
den tremor, in much tender anxiety in« 
quired ** if she were ill ?'* 
. Softly she whispered the cause of her 
ague fit i and poor Mr. Monson, from never 
having heard that scientific slang before, 
had formed the same belief; and could 
only comfort her by assurances, " that 
this desperate maniac's arms were too 
completely pinioned down by the throng 
to efiect any mischief; but that he would 
now make every effort to get out of his 
way." 

Now the eyes, and every thought of 
Rosa and Charles, were riveted in wary 
Observation upon this, to them, evident 
madman, who continued the same kind 
of Jargon, with the most apparent s^tis- 
faction ; when in the midst of his facers 
and stomachers, his pluck and his sparring, 
he suddenly exclaimed : 
'* Oh ! ye comets and blazing stars ! 
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there Stands my ruling planet! Zounds! 
I must make my transit. Ha! Bayzey, 
my bard ! you here !" nodding at Lord 
Bayswater, *' when did you enter the ring? 
famous sport to*day ! — but x^an't stop 
prosing with you» whilst you are rhyming 
with me ; fbr there yonder Stands the god- 
dess of my idolatry. Metäe in her eyes, 
hey ! not brass, though come from a brazen 
country ; but gold, pure gold. Thanks to 
Dashey for the intelligence ;'' and now, 
with various noises made by his mouth 
in imitation of whipping horses, and whirl- 
ing of whe^, &c.» half the assembled mul- 
titude believing the emperor's coach was 
Coming without mercy to crush them, 
there ensued a general flight to the right 
and left; many shrieking, with real or 
imaginary hurts, whilst the ideal charioteer 
unconsciously walked through the lane 
of his own making, Lord Bayswater, Mr. 
Monson» and Rosa, promptly foUowing 
him, unimpeded to the spot which Lady 
Meliora occupied; where, to the amaze- 
ment of her brother, he made a dead pause, 
and instantly began an apology to her 
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ladysbip, for not contriving sooner to at- 
tend her. . 

" Rosa, for Heaven'i sake! can you 
form any guess of who this extraordinary 
personage can be?" said the highly dis- 
concerted Charles. " By your acquain- 
tance knowing him, and by my sister's 
most joyfiil reception of him, our opinion 
of bis malady was erroneous : — bis disease 
is foUy, not madness. And who too, can 
that other self-satisfied fop be, under 
whose protection she seems so content* 
ed ?" 

Rosabella informed him byjvhom Cap- 
tain Hawk was introduced to bis sister; 
and then applied to Lord Bayswater to 
know, if her belief was just, relative to that 
Singular man's being Lord William Rent- 
. lorn ; when she learned it was so ; and 
that he was a nephew of Lord Flower- 
dew*s. .' 

Lady Meliora now perceiving her bro- 
ther, greeted him with the most animated 
joy ; and then proceeded to the introduc- 
tion of her two obsequious attendants to 
him ; but metal — although not exactly 
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brass, yet of Sterling stamp, had found 
a mine in the bosom of Mr. Monson, that 
led him in militant hauteur to bow coldly 
to the self-proclaimed captive of bis sister's 
fortune ; and then turned in cordial at- 
tentiveness to Rosabella, and her more 
prepossessing acquaintance, whom she 
now took an opportunity of presenting to 
him. 

Rosa having obtained a Station on the 
Steps of Cumberland House, where she 
could . command a view of the crowd as- 
sembled, amid whom she at length dis- 
covered poor Mrs. O'Dowd, not a step 
in advance from where she had been sever- 
ed from her ; she now, by kind Signals in- 
vited her friend tojoin her j yet even whilst 
she did what gratitude for the uniform 
good nature of Mrs. 0*Dowd to her in- 
spired— she trembled at the accompani- 
ment she must necessarily bring with her. 

But scarcely had Rosa made her dumb 
show invitation, when the emperor*s car- 
riage arriving, a new commotion took 
place, of striving paradoxically to get out 
of the way, and into it \ whilst the veteran 
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Blucher's levee was instantly tramformed 
into one of shouting acclamations for the. 
emperor; who bowed, and smiled, and 
shook dirty and clean hands, and did all 
that enthusiastic John Bull required of 
him, with the most persevering condescen- 
sion. 

And during all this , commotion, our 
heroine manoeuvred as successfuUy to keep 
out of the line of His Imperial Majesty's 
Observation, as Lady Wilemore had done 
to place herseif and Standard in it : ma- 
noeuvres that were not lost on Charles, 
who paid mental homage to the retiring 
delicacy that actuated them ; whilst Lord 
Bayswater marvelled at such singular bash- 
fulness in a girl, who, he believed, was 
only to be seen, to rivet the eye of en- 
tranced admiration. 

The two attending beaux of Lady Me- 
liora, after procuring for her a shake by 
the band, and some flattering compliments 
upon her beauty, as they had before con- 
trived to elicit for her many particular 
marks of Blucher's admiration, now für- 
ther to please and adulate her» cpmmenced 
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a flattering eulogium upon her country, 
throogh the extraordinary constellation of 
talept then emanating from it. 

^^ It has given us an unvanqmshable 
generali' said the captain. 

** And some of our very best soldiers»'' 
cried Lord William; ** for Irishmen are 
fuU of pluck, and can bother their cus- 
tomers famously on both sides of the 
head." 

'^ And our best statesmen/' said the 
captain — 

^^ And our favourite genius: for who 
fibbed bis tigers up the hill of Pamassus 
in such effective style, making each enthu- 
siastic muse claim him for her son, as 
Sherry * the sparkler ?" said bis lordship. 

*^ And our first-rate female writer/' said 
Captain Hawk, ^^ or may I never take 
genius under my Patronage.**- 

" And the best pugilist,** returned bis 
lordshipy '^ or may I never take brawny 
Crushbone under my patronage/' 

And now, from one to the other were 

* The immortal genius Sheridan. 



40 RÖSABELLA. 

echoed» the names of a bright constellation 
of Hibernians, whose names were then on 
Fame's record, as renowned for genius, or 
distinguished by their feats in arms ; until 
at length Captain Hawk said, bowing to 
Lady Meliora, — 

" And, our most surpassing beauty." 

«* Ay, by the cestus of Venus! Erin 

gives US there the go-by, as in every other 

pre-eminence/' cried his lordship. " And 

liiay I never tool a curricle, if this is not 

, the period of Irish ascendancy." 

** That same is a sure thing, your ho- 
nours !*' shouted out a ragged fellow, 
from his equestrian Station, upon a lamp 
iron above their heads : ** for yez see, 
and success to yourselves ! an ould boy 
of an Irish lampJighter can out-top yez 
all." 

" And pray, sir," exclaimed Charles, who 
began to experience a little relaxation from 
his high-mettled pride, inspired by the 
pleasing ease with which he saw all ranks 
commingle in a good humoured multitude, 
" And pray, Sir Paddy, my gay fellow, 
what brought you here ? Was it an affair 
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of life or death, that sent you racing over 
froin Vinegar Hill * ? Or how was it you 
came to forsake your own emerald isle P'^ 

'* Faith, Muster dear, whin you, and 
many the likes of your honour^ left us, 
poor Fat was forced to foUow, to luck 
after the bread yez tuck away wid yez 
from him. — There was in my batch of 
emigrationy besides my own four bones, 
my wife, and five helpless childer, with an 
ould blint father to boot, that the heart of 

4 

me wouldn't be Icaving behind to starve 

on the deserted sod. But, as to the Vine- 
gar trade» myself was never a partner in 
it. I tuck the contrary tum — ^being a 
dealer in oil, your honour/' 

'^ What! a lamp-lighter, my brilliant 
feUow ?'• 

** Yes, your honour bright ! It was the 
lamp that üghUenid my care, and poured 
eil into the wounds of my poverty, for the 
last nine years. — But, 'tis soon dark and 
dreary it Will all be wid me again ; since 
'tis all tobe done by a Single touch." 

* A place made famous in the l^t Irisb rebeliion* 
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^* The Promethean touch/' said Lord 
Bayswater. 

" Faith, and that's true, for your ho- 
nour," responded Paddy ; ** it will be pro^ 
meat then^ and pro-bread into tbe bargain ; 
for if it won*t be a prohibition to both, I 
wonder at it : but *tis not my nathur to be 
dispairing; and may be, some of those 
clever heads that will place an isxtingüisher 
upon mine, will be finding out dorne new 
invintioh to give me honest bread/^ 

** Tliey will feed you and your chüdreh 

by steam, if you do not perish before the 
invention comes to perfection/^ exclainied 
a morose looking man amid the multitude^ 
" Well,'* replied Paddy, " and more un- 
likely things have come to pass than that 
same, muster ; for nothing's unpossible to 
the invintors of these days ; and myiself 
knows where there is a steam engine al-' 
ways at work in this country, to disti! 
cordial comforts for the distressed; and 
that is in the heärt of charity : so that 1*11 
engage, if the head of one man deprives 
me of bread, the heart of another will 
restore it to me,'* 
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*^ Charity !*' exclaimed the same man, 
with acrimonious contempt ; ^' the sources 
of charity are exhausted by a ruinous war ; 
and now this destructive peace is come 
upon US, thousands will be thrown out of 
bread ; and we shall all starve together.'^ 

'* Well!" cried Paddy, looking archly 
down upon this malcontent's abundant 
figure, ^' 'tis an ill wind that blows no cme 
good, and a lütle wholesome starving will 
be ollowingp yoii to move along mofc con-* 
veniently ampng those thousands, widout 
getting buffeted, for beirig a monopolizer 
of Space in the world. — And what if we 
do at last suffer a bit, every man aiccotding 
to hh : Station you to eät a fat bullock 
the Ie9s every week, and meto eat no meat 
at all ät all, barring a sali herring now^ 
and then, to touch my präto wid, for a 
relish ? Even that would not be neighbours' 
fare^ for no sword of warfare has been de« 
solating our peaceful country, taking from 
our grasp the staff of life ; no invading foe 
setting fire. to our cabius about our heads, 
and consuming our cities before our faces ^ 
tearing the son from the father's arms to 
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slaughter, and the habe from the mother'B 
breast to slay ; and rending every tie of 
human afFection, in our bursting hearts, 
peacemeal. Ochone^ if myself could read 
and write, I would be painting for you, 
like a limner, all myself heard a Russian 
warrior telling, the other day, of the mise- 
ries inflicted on his poor country ; and if 
that wouldn't be teaching you patiei^ce to 
bear the tempary stops to John BulFs com« 
forts, that may be Coming upon Kl«», my- 
self thinks that blood, famine, rapine, and 
broken hearts, have got no tongues to 
preach lipon the text of patience and con<» 
• tint to yez." 

** Come down from your altitude, Paddy, 
my fine fellow!'* said Lord Bayswater; 
" you and I must be better aoquainted :** 
and when Paddy, after a shrewd look of 
Observation, to penetrate if the gentleman 
was displeased at his speaking his mind so 
freely, did as he was desired; his lord- 
ship demanded his address, and then slip<^ 
ped soiüe cash into his band, and so did 
Charles, both desiring him tp pocket their 
gift in silenqe. 
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*' Is it for me to be silent wid money in 
both pockets ?'^. exclaimed the astonished^ 
and almost joy-maddened lamp-lighter« 
*' Is it not to be thanking both your ho- 
nours? — Och, murder! who would be an 
ungiateful spalpeen then ? But here, take 
back your silver streani from the sweet 
milk of charity, your honours dear, if that 
is the unnateral condition it is given upon. 
To be silent ! Och, hübahoo ! but Td burst 
then, wid my grateful feelings ; and who 
then, I would be mighty glad to know, 
would be comforting the kit at home? 
Man and boy, I have been toiling on the 
wide earth tree and tirty years, and the 
likes of this blessed day's windfall never 
dropped from the rays of glorious charity 
upon my head before, and success to yez 
both ! and good luck here and hereafler to 
yez !" 

A new movement in the fluctuating 
throng of curiosity's gazing votaries, se- 
vered Paddy from his benefactors, when 
soon the attention of Lord Bayswater was 
attracted by the simplicity of a country 
lady, her two daughters and son, who had 



46 BOSABELLA« 

never been in the metrQ|iolis until the 
preceding day ; and were now as eager to 
coll^t every possible piece of Information 
relative to the illuatrious strangecs» as to 
yield implicit faith to every thing absurd 
of improbable that they heard. 

" Oi mama," cried one of the gawky 
girls, V they say Blücher has an artist shut 
up in his closet, to take his bust — Is taking 
busts ag^inst the law, that it inuat be done 
bystealth?" 

, " No, dear/* replied mama, '* it is not 
unlawful, but probably all the other apart- 
ments are pre-occupiedby.differentartists; 
for no doubt, every one in England will 
wish to take his resemblance in their dif- 
ferent departments." 

" Sign-post Operators, and all, madam," 
said Lord Bayswater, his bantering pro- 
pensity now powerfuUy excited. " Why, 
madam, as you have most judiciously an- 
ticipated, so powerful is the mania for 
portraying this renowned hero in all his 
habits, that I know a fair artist, who, wish- 
ing to immortalize herseif by her delinea- 
tions of a sleeping Mars^ and not possess- 
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ing iiitei:esfc to procure admiädön the usual 
way, causes herseif tö be let down by pul- 
leys/in a basket, through the chimney of 
bis Chamber» at the dawn of day ; and as 
he unconsciously slumbers» she industrious« 
ly portrays.'* 

" La ! what a contrivance !" they all 
exolaimed, in credulous astonisbment. 

<< But really, that is nothing/' his lörd* 
ship continued gravely, *^ to a whole family 
of beautiful young ladies, whose curiosity 
to obtain a thorough knowledge of this ce* 
lebrated warrior'3 habits and manners was 
30 infinite, it led them to enclose themselves 
with a few Sandwiches, like the forty thieves 
of Arabian celebrity, in süperb porcelaine 
jars, and to be conveyed into the Marshal's 
drawing room, where they might have re- 
mained un4iscovered, until the day of their 
death,.had they been contented with hear«- 
ing only ; but the Marshai happening to 
Salute one of the fair enthusiasts, who 
walked up out of this court to visit him, 
with an electrifying smack, the enshrined^ 
in alarm at the popgun, unwittingly, all at 
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once, raised their lids for a,peep, when the 
lynx-eyed Marshai detected the ambush, 
and drew forth the sweetmeats each jar 
contained, to the amusement of all pre- 
sent.'* 

" La ! Sir, how vastly comical ! and how 
I shall make my simple neighbours stare, 
who know nothing of life," said the asto- 
nished mama. 

" But even this/* continued his hoaxing 
lordship, *' falls short of what may be 
efFected yet, for the gratification of the 
present raging mania of curiosity. Why, 
there is a celebrated patentee of many in- 
genious devices, now exerting all his ener- 
gies for the composition of mechanism for 
encasing fair ladies, to efiect their admis- 
sion, as useful and oraamental pieces of 
fumiture, into the difierent apartments of 
these illustrious visitors; who, if they re- 
main long enough to have their surprising 
inventions brought to perfection, may have 
their tables, flower Stands, sofas, &c., per- 
formed by the fairest daughters of the land, 
just as, in the days of the Spectater^i the 
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subordinates about the theätre, enacted 
orange trees, &c. as well as moons and 
lions." 

*« Well, to be sure !*' cried this whole 
credulous party, ^' how one may live in 
the country, and really know nothing of 
what may be invented by ingenuily/' 
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CHAPTER III. 



The Lord Mayor &c. now arriving to pay 
thelr compHiäents to fais Imperial Majesity, 
the bustle became so annoying to Lady 
Meliora, that sbe volunteered in the pro- 
position of attempting a retreat ; to which 
she was perhaps more propelled, by wishing 
to get home to adorn for the Opera ; as 
Captain Hawk had learned from one of 
the pages at Cumberland House, that the 
allled sovereignsi with the Prince Regent, 
and their whole constellation, were to ad« 

journ from Lord L *s dinner party 

to the King's Theatre; and she had de- 
termined to go there, although Lord Wil- 
liam and his friend had informed her, 
they knew it would prove an impossibility 
to obtain a box at that late hour, since no 
one would absent themselves on such an 
occasion vrho had a box to occupy, and 
that therefore she must stem the torrent 
of the pit, in which they would be most 
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happy to aid her: and upon this gallant 
oflfer of Service, she made these speculating 
admirers happy, by'an invitation to par- 
take of Lady Derville's dinner. 

With some diflGiculty they effected their 
retreat, but nothmg of Mrs. O'Dowd, or 
her protector, could Rosa see; for they 
had been routed for the preservation of 
their lives, on the atrival of the emperor'a 
equipäge, and were in consequence gone 
home; Mr. Stemham to inform his pa-» 
troness, that the stray sheep had retumed 
to his shepherdess, and to give her a new 
lesson of inflexibility to the truant Charles; 
to whom his jealous enmity was ragüig 
with such vehemence, through his having 
obtained that post by Rosa, which the ob» 
stinacy of the multitude had deprived him 
of^ that he feit as if the sacrifice of Mr. 
Monson's life would scarcely satiate his 
thirst for vengeance. 

. When arrived in St. James's Street, Lady 
Meliora announced to her brother her in- 
tention of venturing to the Opera House, 
and the invitation she had given to 
Lord William and his friend, Charles» 

D 2 
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although much chagrined on his sister's 
account, at her having thus. thöught- 
lessly extended this day's chain of encou- 
ragement to these evidently designing 
irien, — yet, on his own, feit the interven- 
tion of strangers might prove an able. 
auxiliary in his raseating himself at his 
family board, without the necessity of any 
interchange of painfu] apology betweeh 
his grandmother and himself, whom, in his 
cooler moments of reflection, he pronounc- 
ed equally to blame. 

Of all the strangers to Mr. Monsbn, an^ 
nexed to this moruing's party, Lord Bays- 
water was the only one he feit propelled 
to form any acquaintance with ; both from 
being more congenial to his own fancy, 
and from the extreme correctness evinced 
in his protection of Rosabella ; in whicb, 
though attention was unfaltering, the most 
unpresuming respect marked it all. He 
therefore determined the invitation should 
be extended to him ; and promptly made 
it, with so much winning cordiality, that 
his lordship's apprehension of proving 
an intruder, unwelcome to Lady Derville, 
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quickly vanished in his wish for further 
knowledge of the family, in which the beau- 
tifiil Rosabella was an inmate ; and grace- 
fully, as graciously, he accepted the invita- 
tion j and, on arriving at Freecastle's door, 
he flew on the wings of the wind to Bur- 
lington Street, to adonise for dinner, which 
all agreed, from the then lateness of the 
hour, must prove a rapid meal. 

Lord William and Captain Hawk flew 
off for the same purpose; but, it was to 
apartments in Freecastle's hotel, secured 
by the latter until after the review, to take 
place the foUowing Monday^ for the crafty 
purpose of being near to attend on Lady 
Meliora ; and whilst he was ostensibly car- 
rying on the siege for his friend, to plan a 
covert mode of attack for himself ; since 
he considered her a very beautiful crea- 
ture, well worth distancing a ruined, heart- 
less Jockey, in the pursuit of. 

Mr. Monson retired for the purpose of 
dressing to his own apartments, determined 
not to make his appearance before .his 
grandmother, until all the party had re* 
assembled ; and Lady Meliora, although 
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the most anxious of these votaries of the 
toilet to commence her task, yet frem 
feeling the • measure necessary, accompa- 
Bied by the hearttrembling Rosa, pre- 
^ented herseif before Lady.perville, to toll 
of her eBgagem^nt to go to the Opera; 
and her having invit^ Company to dinner, 
to attend her thUher. 

Rosabella, to her utter aatonishment, re- 
ceived no reprimand from Lady Derville, 
or npbraiding loc^ irom Mr. Stemhafn : 
but she knew not it was to the kind inter- 
jp^repce of Mr^. O'Dowd» ahe wa» indebted 
fyt ibis forbearance ; since that lady made 
the angry and dis]q)p<»nted auitor acknow- 
ledgeji when he fain would Have made his 
ao^usations good against poor Rosa, ^< that 
the Separation he so loudly exclaimed 
against, was not the £iult of either party $ 
which fbund convincing proof, in no eSoH 
of his to rejoin her being crowned witb 
success.'^ 

^^ And if she was forced on,'' she added, 
^' by the torrent, — which constantly flowed 
towards Blucher's house,— to jota Lady 
Meliora, I am sure it was a &rtunate event, 



SOSABELLA« 55 

that Lady DerviUe väust rejoice at; £or 
had it bot bteii to^ t>oor Lady Mjeliota 
would liave bben doomed td the glariog 
impropriety of r^nainii^ withoul^ any ;'.£ei- 
male companion, all.thia .time». with tkese 
acquaiptances o£yeflrterday ; whose ^privilte 
x^haracter nire aise. Jgo<»ant of» and.wboin 

eveiy one seemed tokbow» &&<} ^ ^ ^^n^ 
knew her ladyship, abemighte^^nul certa^ 
ly would, my hoiiey 149-bave been^set döwn 

he iieceafter insiilted in puUie pläces/^ . > 
Tliis jiidkk>ii8.8i]^^4tion9 of.tliia.8epai»» 
tion proyiog of advantagg tö Lady Mälioca» 
appeased at öiic&4he Idbodling ire of X^dy 
DerviQe; when Üfr^ StenifauKi; fi>uad.> it 
wouid proye of no a(¥ail longerytö/densure 

. Tfa^ commtKttcati<>&a.i&f Xiady ^^cdiom 
lebäive to the opcara, iiid ^ner cCNtapasy 
were not very pleasing to W graudmother» 
who. wished her, neither to encounter ibe 
hazaid of crowdinginto a.pid^c.placeyrr- 
althön^of the älarming magnitude of a 
London throng, predsing forward for ac- 
commodatiön, her sechided life' allpwed h^r 
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to form no conception— *Dor to efiect für- 
ther intimacy with Lord Wflliam Rentlom, 
or his friend ; the slang of one, and the 
easy assurance of the other, not being 
suited to her taste* But the wishes of her 
idol must not be thwarted, lest pouting 
should diminish the lustre of her beauty ; 
and she uttered, although with no small 
degree of reluctance — 
<< Very well, my dear/* 

** Thoffo iB oaly «ne &31&y to my ezpect» 

ed delights for this evening, grandmama»*' 
40id Lady Meliora, now having been flat- 
.tered into high good humour» by all the 
admiration she experienced in the Stahle 
Yard; <' and that is, through the idea of 
your being left alone; although I think 
that need not be, for Mr. Sternham ought 
surely to be kind enough to take his 
turn of staying at home with you. Mrs. 
O'Dowd cannot ; for beside her own wish 
of seeing the Opera with all its glorios, 
we shall want her for a chaperon ; while-as 
to Rosa, I shall not go without her; for if sha 
is not to see any of the lions, better to have 
left her packed up with the State fiirniture at 
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Ravenswood : and at all events, we shall 
reqüire her good luck to ensure the Em- 
peror's not disappointing us ; for if she re- 
mains at home, you may rely on it, not a 
Step will he go to the Opera ; but, with 
bis sister, will come unexpectedly bounce 
into this room to you, sent hither by some 
tradition, to look for curiosities«" 

'^ Rosa 18 evidently not strong enough 
to endure more busüe and £sitigue to 
day, my deär," replied Lady Derville j ob- 
serving by Mr. Stemham's intelligent look 
at her, that Rosa's going to the Opera 
wias not a measure which met bis appro- 
bation. 

*• ,Oh ! very well then, madam ; if every 
thing is to be si^crificed to Mr. Stemham's 
humours, he i^hall have bis sacrifice com- 
"plete. — I shall not go to the Opera, since 
Rosa does not; neither will I appear at 
dinner/' said Lady Meliura angrily. 

*^ My dear Meliora," said Rosa, sorrow- 
fuUy, bat affectionately taking her band, 
" do not allow your kind friendship for me 
ix) discompose you relative to so very a 
trifie, as whetber I ever see an opera or 

D 5 
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xiot. — It is right that I should stay at home, 
stnce Lady Derville thinks it is ; and that 
recollection will soon reconcile you to the 
measure/' 

'< Indeed It will do no such thing. I 
never will be reconcUed to the unreasoiii- 
able wishes of any one« — Besides, all this 
ill nature is not natural to grandmama ; 
and as I well know the source it Springs 
from, I will not submit tö iU — Any r^traint 
that arises from her own ünbiassed judg«- 
ment, no being shall be found more amena* 
ble tö than myself : but that ihy grand«- 
mama, tbe Countess Dowager of Derville, 
should degrade herseif, by becoming the 
tool, the bugbear, of any one, to terrify the 
poor chUdren into their plans and sdfish 
politics, I will rebel agäin8t.-rAnd, as to 
the wise method in adoption, of cruelty 
and contradiction winning the affi^ctioQS 
of a beautiful young girl, I am sure it ought 
at least to open the eyes of the wilfully 
blind, to the soundness of that judgoient 
they condei^ceild to be governed by/' 

^^ Meliora ! Meliöra ! I am surprised, as 
I am shocked, at your disrespectful teiOjQ- 
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rity !'' exdaime^ Lady Derville^ her cheekß 
glowing with the mingling flush pf resent- 
ment, and con8ciousne9S that her grand« 
daughter's unceremonious Statement was 
too near the piain unvarnished truth : and 
feeling some awakening pangs of wounded 
pride arising from the possibility thus sog- 
gested» that she was degrading hersdf in 
becoming a puppet bugbear for Mr. Stern- 
ham^ she resolved, for this evening at leasty 
to relax in her sy^tem. of ungracioysness^ 
that such a humiliadng suspicion migbt Aot 
gather strength; and without even one 
look for/ permission a^ her chaplain, her 
ladyship, addressing Rosa» said» — • 
^* Tour .mild acquiescence in my decir 

;sion^ RosabeUa, and not Lady Meliora's. 
uftdujtiful vfiolence» has subdued my reso- 
lution of not aUowing you to go inta pub* 
lic-r-You cQuld feel.canyiction of my pur- 
pose being judicious, and for y our intef esf^ 
although my own igrand«-daughter could 
not.r-You shall go to the Opera.'* 

<< By no. means» dear madam," said our 
heroine^ tears springing to her eyes» at thi^ 
semblance of returning kindnes«. /^ Bf 
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no means, if there exists the smallest ob«> 
jection in your mind to my going**' 

** Nonsense! Rosa,** exclaimed I^dy 
Meliora ; who now, in one of her resist* 
lessly coaxing moods, was hanging round 
her grandmother's neck, and kissing her 
into prompt reconciliation : ^^ I shall not 
give up the point, believe me. My own 
grandam has said you may go, and go yon 
shall, as I am a living girl of spirit ! and 
Mr. Sternham will take his tum of remain- 
ing at home : it is but fair that all the duty 
fihould not fall on you ; and he, who is so 
great an advocate for the Performance of 
duty, will be happy in the opportunity of 
evincing his to his patroness ; and now 
«specially, whilst there is that vacancy on 
the Irish bench, that handsome man, who 
was squiring yoü about to-day, mentioned 
to Charles*— -By the way, Rosa, did Charles 
invite him to dinner ?'* 

** Charles, invite him !** exclaimed Lady 
Derville, haughtily. ** I think, after his 
late reprehensible conduct, Mr. Monson 
*might have waited for my permission to 
authorize so great a liberty.** 
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*' Come, come, my own preciöus ! you 
lock so well, and so like me when you 
smile, that I will not hav^ you cloud again/' 
cried Lady Meliora, again kissing her: 
** Charles did it for my security, as it was 
necessary to enlist every strong man, who 
knew London, that could be found, to 
guard and guide us through the crowd 
to-night. — ^But who is this escort of 
yours, Rosa ; and how came you ac- 
quainted ?" 

" He is Lord Bayswater, the celebrated 
poet, whom I told you I met at Lord 
Flowerdew*s,'* said Rosa. 

*^ Oh, lud, child, a poet! then let us 
make no unnecessary tarrying here, for if 
we are dressed like slatterns, the man will 
lampoon us,'* exclaimed Lady Meliora, 
möre anxious even than hefore she knew it 
was Lord Bayswater, who was coming to 
dinner, to perform the adbrnments of the 
toilet ; and snatching another kiss to seal 
her perfect reconciliation with her grand- 
mother, she took the arm of Rosa. 

But Rosa lingered, looked wistfuUy, sor- 
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rowfuUy^ and doubtingly at her benefac- 
tress ; who, subdued by her eloquent gaze 
to something of former kindness» held out 
her hand^ and drew the timid Rosabella to 
her, whp. toQk tbe kiss. l;ier he^^rt pai^ed 
for, from this her long maternally kin4 
friend ; and then hastened ^way with Lady 
MeUora^ to^.cpQC^^l, jf sh^ could not re- 
pres9, the ri^ing flood ftf joy;. fpr in thi;^ 
kiss was Qi^nyeyed thQ,.(>onyictiQn of p.}! 
affection, all interest for her not ;being ex- 
tinct,. though dqrma^t, iq the.bosfpfia of her 
beoefaGtre83f >She left.Lady Derville ?d- 
most grieved, tbat . Rosa cpu^ dp any 
thing, tP msik^ihf ha^hness^.h^r q))aplain 
recommended,^ ßver neces^^y;. and Mr. 
Sternham infurij^ted at.thp, chain I^ady 
Meliora had bound hifti by» to the ppst pf a 
home duty. Npr coqld th^ hopes, f^wak^- 
ed by the vac^ncy oq the^bench of Irijh 
jMrelateSy calm the, s4;0rm of passion within 
him, at the thöughts of Rpsa's ^oing, tP 
be protected thrpugh crowds, and adulated 
through a whole eyeping, by young and 
dangerous rivals ; s^id as Mrs. O'Dowd 
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had flöwn off to make a mägiiificent change 
in her attJrd, the moment her debut at the 
Kiüg's Theatre was anaounced to her, he 
was nov l6ft the op{>örtunity» as he pos- 
sessed the inck'nation, of iniUj^^qg, Sfmkß 
of the bitterness his unamiable heart was 
füll of, into the returning milk of hu- 
man kindness in Lady Derville's com- 
Position* 

Lady Meliora had no great diversity 
of attire to make her selection from, since 
still disappointment awaited her ladyship 
in the execution of the different Orders she 
had given for the embellishment of her 
wardrobe ; as sufficient hands could not 
be procured out of the gäping multitude, 
to complete the work which the overflow 
of London at this period required; and 
now her murmurs were very animated 
and very natural, at being thus compelled 
to appear in comparative shabbiness, and 
so much in the distance of fashion, 
whilst any one remained in town to see 
her. Her only consolation for other de- 
ficiencies was in plaping a beautiful ban- 
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deau of pearls round Iier head,-*-the gift 
of Charles to her, — whilst Rosa's only 
Ornaments were frägrant flowers, becobing- 
ly disposed of, amid her loVely and lux- 
uriant hair. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Tedious as Lady Meliora ever was in 
the task of adornment, she yet with her 
lovely friend descended to the drawing* 
room before Mr. Monson, who managed for 
his entrance to take place with Lord Bays- 
water, in whose Introductlon to Lady Der- 
ville he contrived to veil the embarrass- 
meiit of his own meeting compliments 
to her :— bat hers were so chillingly frigid 
to him, that had not his lordship been his 
guest, he would have flown from the house; 
never more to enter it, until recalled by 
authority, or by very great coniiessions 
from his injudicious grandmother. * 

Lord Bayswater, who had ' never b^ftfrä 
Seen our heroine but in a Walking dress, 
was so electrified by the increase of beauty 
thus unveiled, of the luxuriance of her 
hair, the exquisitely fine contour of her 
head, and the graceful symmetry of her 
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fonn altogether, that bis start of surprised 
admiration, and consequent intensity of 
gaze, well noted by Mr. Sternbam, filled 
tbe bosom of tbat selfish wooer with dis* 
may; whilst Mr. Monson, wbo, for years 
bad been accustomed to bebojd -tbe mV' 
tdgee of bis grandmother, witbout e^cpe- 
riencing apy effect from b^r cbarms*-*but 
wbo. for tbe last few weeks, never löoked 
upon ber witbout tbe Innovation of soine 

fluttexiDg emotionfi steoling throu^h bis 

bosom, — could not now gaze upon ber 
witb ber bloom, ber eyes^ ber smiles, re» 
animated by tbe dawn of ber benefactress's 
retuming afiection, witbout menoce tq aU 
bis fiiinly formed resolutions of pride and 
piudence. 

Almost imm^diately tbey were summofu 
ed to dinner } and wben the carriaiies were 
annottncedf to qonvey tbem to tbe Hay- 
piarket, tbe gentlemen presenti wbo were 
mitiated in tbe expediency of tbe matter^ 
deelaoring there was npt a moment to bf 
lost, tbeir d^parture for the Opera Hause 
wa^ rapid j but wfaen * arrived there» it 
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aeemed a fixed decree 6f fate, that none 
shoidd promptly possess power of report- 
ing progress. 

The Visit of the illustrious strängen 
to this theatre having been üniversally 
known als intended, an immense multitudfe 
had been eoUecting from an iearly faour; 
and the mdment the admission doors were 
opened^ an impetuous torrent flowed inf» 
with a degree of violeftce that bore dowü 
aU before i%f even 1^ the pay-barriers -^4 
die pit*door ^ when^— as every 'o&e may 
hav^ heard-^innuinerable perdöns werfe 
fcHTced ^ong Without the pöw^ of pa/ing 
£>r their enttancie« In consequ^oce of this 
unintentional cMkussion, lAudi cpniusioo 
ensued ; and durit^ tbe Short and useless 
attempt to stop tbe multitude, for thia 
pecuniary essential» ottr party anived. 
Wheü aU agaia were sufiered to pro» 
ceed» they nirere bome with the resistless 
current^ Uke a launoh ^pon the ocean, into 
tbe receiviBg jatj not w:ithont the most 
terrific <q^ations of fear upon our two 
poor novicea in such situations --^ La^ 
Meliora and RowibeUa — ^whos^ senses were 
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almost süspended by the horrid belief, 
that they were itievitably to be crushed 
to death in the tremendous pressure : but 
the moment they cleared the straits» and 
ehtered the areä, the advantageä of space 
became evident ; and sooh seated by their 
attentiveiy kind protectors upon the first va- 
cant benche^they could seize, they prompt- 
ly> by sh(^dding a few tears, recovered 
from the natural effects of a scene so liew, 
so appalling to them : and whilstsympathy 
was lavishly bestowed upon our twö young 
friends, for their subdüing terrors, Mrs. 
CyDowd feceived the eulogiüms of all 
their escort, for hbt calm beit>ii»^ in a 
äcene so calttiläted ' to aiard« ' i i ' * 

« Indeed," Said Charles, « fas Mr, Stern- 
ham would term it— -* you pitK^eeded like a 
lamb tö the slaughter/ *' 
- *f That was niore' tfran sotne fair ladies 
iii the throng did, howeVer," exclaimed 
Lord William ; ' "; for some there were, 
who kicked, and shied, and winced con- 
foundedly. Büt*th6re was an Amazon who 
fibb^d you fambusly, Baysey, niy'patient 
fellow ! That pedestrian jewdier, who 
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wanted to gare you tbe -go-by r^ JEgad, 
I expected she would h^tve put the Nine 
in mourhixig, by smasbiog. your lyre for 
you, when :^e got your head in'chaucery, 
Sbe planted some good ;hits-^went into 
berinan with' sücli spirit^.and made such 
desperate play^ I thbugbt you would have 
gone down weak-^MorUeu !, what pluck 
she displayed !" 

" Yes, we had some beautiflul Sparring ; 
bat no tendency to ahugging round/' re- 
sponded LoirdBayswater, laughing. ** Yes, 
now I bave leisure- to remember Dame 
AlectOy I believe she did Sb me welU ^ you 
term it — and, in the same language, I ac- 
knowledge I disliked my customer« But, 
by all means enlist her in your pugilistic 
files, and you will be safe in betting ten to 
one upon her pugnaciom prowess. Hea- 
vens ! if she is a married dealer in handi- 
cuffs, it wpuld prove well for the poor suf- 
ferer her sposo^ were her fists broken off in 
this pressure.** 

" Ah my ! the buffeter !" exclaimed 
Mrs. O'Dowd. "What copld occasion 
this assault and battery ?" 
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" Her aim was to cuff me out of thc 
way of impeding her marck byer Miss 
Frederi.ck, i¥hich she seemed seriously to 
meditate/' replied bis lordship ; ^^ for, ere 
she commenced the furious bombardment 
of my body of defetice, sbe peremptorily 
eoMinanded me to let her pass, sioce 
her \f ay was not to be obstructed by 
cowardly fainting Misses.'^ 
^ *« Zoußda! bow I ^should like to haVc 
her in a ring, and set hiy dogs to bait 
her," exclaimed Lord Willkm; 

<* Not a gold ring, I presumö/^ said 
Captain Hawk, stniling. 

^* Oh, by the peace of Europe! no. 
But, by the way, she had shackles c£ gold 
hung in trinket» around her, sufficient 
to form a good solid attelage for any mer^ 
cenary, who would not mind being bar- 
nessed with a famously restive, unmanage« 
able, ßery »tced/* 

*^ From this description of your lord- 
ship's assailant," said Rosabella, observing 
some females elbowing their way towards 
them, <* I fear the assault is likely to 
be renewed } since there can be no doubt 
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tbk formi4able gofd-hetter is f apidly ad- 
vancing.'* 

^^ By all that is mtlitaait, xt is my gold- 
beater T- exclaimed Lord ^ayswater, laugh- 
ing; ** and with the. whole Contents öf 
Exeter Change glittering around her«** 

'^ And with the siwoage part of the con« 
cem revelHng. in her bosom," said Mir, 
Monson;^* for, by all that is ferocioäsl 
it is my fair fiiend of Stahle Yard memory, 
wfao commanded her charioteer to drive 
over her fellaw beings ; and who, if not 
your lordsliip's; — has at least (pDt my head 
into Chancery/' 

** Ah my! it is indeed that wild cat,'* 
excläimed Mrs. O'Dowd^tassuming a most 
Comic lock of terror^ ^^ Coming to Scratch, 
our eyes out before ¥Fie have seen the 
sights."' 

At this moment the fierce Amazon, 
with two young women and a youth, 
rushed to tbe liench by Lord Bayswater, 
between whom and Charles Rosa was 
seatisd. 

^* Move on, sir," said the trinket-bearer^ 
authoritatively addressing bis lordship ; 
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^' Move on : — ^your pärty occupy infinitely 
too much Space." 

** I grieve our extent of accommodation 
does not perfectiy coindde with your idea 
of the compressing system, madam ; since, 
by all that is economic in space, we can 
concrete into nothing more compact in 
the. science of angustation, without ma- 
chinery to consolidate us into concoi- 
poration." 

" Young man,*' replied this irritable fair, 
** it is evident, most clearly evident, you 
are not a gentleman j or yQu would not 
thus rudely resist the request of a.lady." 

'^ A request ! ! I solicit ten thousand 
pardons, madam, for my inattention to 
your request ; — ^but, on honour, I did not 
hear you make one/' 

** Not hear it ! Not hear my en treaty 
for your moving on!!'' 

** Are you not lapsing a little into error, 
most Serene ? Was it not a command is- 
sued ? not a request uttered. Commands 
are a sort of mandates I am not exactly in 
the habit of obeyiög.*' 

^^ Insolent ! But this affectation of su- 
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periority does not mislead me ; sinoe I 
at once discovered you were any thiog t>ut * 
a gendeman." 

^< Atnaziog. penetration ! Absdiately i»- 
spirjed 1" 

" AU this reBult$ frotn the pay barriers 
not haviDg been sufficiently secured/' said 
this termagant, most angrily ; ^* and tiuis 
the gallery mob has got intermio^d with 
^s:-*-tbu9 all distiaction is borne down^ 
aad prentice boys, and canaiUe shop-men 
have taken possession of accommodaitiioii 
they never paid £br. As to yoa, moat 
saeering impertinent^ I know your ple. 
beian face füll well;, for» now I bave 
condescended to demean a look by tum« 
ing it on you, I perfectly recoUect yöur 
often serving me at your master's sbop." 

** Your memory rivals at least your 
Penetration, madam/' replied bis lord« 
sbip. 

^< In this instance, at least, it is equal 
to my Penetration: — for well, perfectly 
well, I recoUect your often serving me; 
and tbe very first time I enter your mas« 

VOL. in. E 
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ter*s premises, you may rest assured I 
shall report you to him.'* 

" You would not, surely, be so un- 
merciful/' exclaimed bis lordsbip, assutn- 
ing a ludicrous look of piteous alarm. 

** Yes," exclaimed tbe sbrew exultingly, 
" you cannot deny tbe fact ; and now I 
remember you are a — a — a — 

^* A pawnbroker, madam, still at your 
Service ; for as you bear about you such 
manifest evidence against me, I must be 
convicted of öften having bad dealings 
with you at my shop,*' bis lordsbip said,.as 
witb mock reverence be bowed to tbe 
Ornaments sbe proftisely wore ; as if be 
bad lived by tbeir egress and regress to 
and from bis master's clutcbes. 

A burst of risibility was elicited by 
bis lordsbip's acknowledged occupation 
from all wbo beard bim, and evidently 
at tbe trinket amateur, wbose rage could 
only be equalled by ber mortification ; 
and Avbo remained silent, only from not 
knowing exactly wbat reply to make; 
wbilst ber companions implored ber to 
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occupy as many seats as were there af- 
forded them, as every other had been 
seized, whilst she had been contending 
for more room, to accommodate some ex- 
pected beaux, 

Charles, whose pride was almost iil- 
Cörrigible, yet promptly forgave the de- 
gradation o£ his party, for the mortifi- 
cation this ray of humour's Inspiration 
inflicted on the inhuman as vixenly wo- 
man: but poor Mrs. O'Dowd could by 
no means relish the possibility of being 
set down for a party of pawnbrokers; 
and stole many a fearful glance upon 
her own dress and Lady Meliora's, 
tremblingly to inspect what part could 
be set down by those around them for 
unredeemed pledges; nor was her cha^ 
grin diminished, on perceiving the party 
immediately before her eyeing the sup- 
posed pawnbrokers ever and anon, with 
looks which she constnied as those of 
legible disdäin, But when at length she 
heard one of these scomers deplore to 
another the great mixture of Company 
to be met with in the pit of the Opera 

E 2 
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House, ahe, io her turn, began mentally 
to deplore her $tytisk costume having been 
sacrifioed that night, since it had proved 
no diitingui&hing mark of her wperiority. 
. At length the shrew caugbt a view of 
Charles, whom his owo card had an- 
Rounced as an honourable; but she» ever 
seizing with avidity every opportunity of 
evincing her proweas in insolence^ audibly 
exclaimed to her coaipanions : 

" Absolutely, there is the fellow who 
assaulted my coachman whilst in the per* 
£3rmance of his duty, now in Company 
with a pawnbroker'g journeyman I-^^r, at 
least -^ *' suddenly recollecting, that to 
admit his Statement to be just, would ba 
to implicate herseif, and the grandeur 
of her adornments -* *^ or at least, the 
man who merely acknowledged himself 
ef that moneyJending tribe, to mislead 
my complaint to his master. I could 
have sworn, by the conduct of that fine 
honourable to our poor Jonathan, that 
he was a keeper of low Company/' 

The orchestra now poured forth its Boe- 
lody, in the overture to the opera of Aristo« 



ROSAB£LLA. 77 

demo, and cur party were too much 

engaged in attention, to bestow tbeit 

thougbts or repartees anj further ttpaii 

this contemptible group; and when tbe 

^^ra commenced, and onr Hiberniaüs-^ 

ftt least the trio from Sequestration in 

Ravensirood) -^ for the first time» heard 

the enchantoient of music in a style of 

perfection, they became breathless with 

rapturous amaae ; and only se^med to 

live, to gaze, and listen ; Lady Mölior* 

eren forgetting for the moment hersdf 

and tbirst for universal admiration» Rüst 

her varied griefa^ and Charles RosabbUa» 

•*— whilst the tbree attending sqtiires» tnif 

uned to simplicity so forcibly» and by thd fa^ 

young friends so fascinatingly betRayi»}^ 

became too» all ears and eyesv to Ust^^ti 

and to gaise. . ^ 

But soon the susceptibility of Rosabidla 

experienced a kind of conflict she was iln^ 

prepared for ; awakened by the scnsibility 

of patriotic feeli ng : for the entrance of all 

aid'de'-camp into the state^box attracted 

by one syttipatbetic Impulse the whole of 

that immense audieoce from their stats» 
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to receive the Emperor of Russia, King o£ 
Prussia, and the Prince Regent of Great 
Biitain, and to hail them with an electric 
burst of applause. But when our national 
antbem, called for by innumerable voices, 
resounded in vocal melody, not only from 
the füll force of the theatrical corps, but 
from sovereigns and heroes, and from the 
entire of the multitude assembled» princes 
and all Standing in reverence ; no wonder 
Rosabella, hearing it thus for the first 
time, säve in their own circumscribed fa- 
mily circle at Ravenswood, should be sub- 
dued ; or that her flowing tears and con- 
vnlsive sobs became more similar to those of 
grief than awiul joy ; through the participa- 
tion in the natural triumph wbich dUated 
the hearts of aU around her, in that national 
pride, that glorious pleasure, that hallowed 
gratitude, which the presence of those tbey 
beheld awakened ; since in their presence 
was proof that warfiire was past ; the proud, 
firm, and long unaided struggles they had 
made for the preservation of Eürope. sus- 
pended at least, if not whoUy terminated. 
However, although there appeared no 
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possibility of movement, yet in the accla- 
mations and bursts of enthnsiasm, some 
motion was efiected through the Standing 
files in the pit ; for when all came to be 
reseatedy the pugilistic fair found room 
for the beaux she had made so violent an 
efFoit to secure places for; and who had 
contrived to make their way to her, and to 
all appearance were most peaceable and 
respectable young men ; one of whom . 
being favoured with a seat by the Amazon 
berself, Lord Bays water distinctly heard 
her say, soon after the patriotic tumult had 
subsided : 

*' By the pay barriers having beenborne 
down on the first rush in, there is shocking 
Company in the pit to-night j and I have 
been peculiarly unlucky in my neigh- 
bours/* 

" Peculiarly lucky, you mean," replied 
the young man. " Now, if ypu could but 
manage to introduce yourself, and make 
your application, you could not have a 
better opportunity, to spare your brother 
a long journey, and get Harry's business 
settled at once/' 
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" What are you raving about?** de- 
manded the pugilist, looking with sharp 
interrogation of eye at her neigfaboim 

*' Why, about this golden oppoitunity 
of presenting your petition relative to 
Harry.** 

•• You are beside youraelf, Jones. This 
man next me is a low impertinent fellow, 
I have had a hrmuUerie witb^ relative to 
places.** 

<* The d— 1 you have ! Then, if he 
discovers you, your son is done for : since 
that is the Earl of Bayswater ; by wfaose 
interest alone Harry could obtain that sine- 
eure your brother was so sanguine about 
possessing." 

•* Oh!" cried the lady, now alarmed 
into the gentlest tones, " I shall die irith 
confusion and regret : who could have sns* 
pected such an untoward encounter ? But, 
are you certain ?* 

" Positive. But, let us be wary ; and 
by nientioning no names you may escapc 
detection." 

*• No, no, every way undone ! for that 
man with him is the identical one we have 



doöttuetiöed i 9üit äg&mM fof aMftultii^ 
om üpdl^htnan | tod throUgh ihkt öliaitt^^ 
he tnmt didcdVer tue. Oh! wM tb^f« 
ever so unlucky a coincidence ! Büt höW 
coüld I diVirtä What rtoöe wäll t t^räfl fün- 

*' fiut^ thy dtaf mädttfn^ W6 ü&gb( fo b^ 
wäty, irheti i^e Mottle Ih c<)fit4tt with 
simuge {ff^miseäy kftt, as tiow, the ^a\[ 

iüay hAVe ätt Üä$ü6p6ct«di Cötflef fiitit td 
troutid iritb/' 

" Thät iS tcMy-t66 tf üö ; fiUt *f «ö aViil 
tö nie M^ill prove ^ejWntattce j ftf ttly hUß- 
b£ind tvill gö Wild äböut ft. fiüt I eatltlöt 
iJit nett hiitt Ätty longei-, iiiy emötlOfl 1?ill 
b^träy me. Oh ! thät I häd heeti tongöe* 
tieäi and that all ii^y ut^gm^etnäble spirii 
bad evapcffatöd in ttiy childhoöd/' 

Mr. Jcm^^ chätiged seöt& 1«rith her, \»höj 
not finding eveti this fenioval fäf enöugh 
ft6tti the peet i^he bäd tf^i^aulted, chätiged 
tö tb^ öutskle {^)a<^€ of all those öceli^ted 
by b^ party; wheti sooft shö had thö flWfi. 
tiffiilg coMictioti cölivByed to berV of 
het friend being cottect in the Id^ntity 
Äf höf brether's patroö ; silice höre gft6 
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soon beheld the Prince Regent bow gra- 
ciously to him ; and heard gentlemen 
Standing near her talk of him as Lord 
Bayswater. 

But whilst this termagant woman was 
deservedly writhing in mortification, and 
apprehension of peril to her child*s pro- 
spiects, through her own reprehensible vio- 
lence, Mrs. O'Dowd was made happy, 
by the renovation of her consequence to 
all around her, on being rescued from 
the degrading suspicion of appertaining 
to a pawnbroker, through the familiär 
nods and smiles of Lady Flowerdew ; who» 
glittering with gen^, was seated in her 
own box, near to that part of the pit 
her party occupied ; and which evident- 
ly appeared to attract and rivet mach 
of the Observation of the gentlemen in 
attendance upon her ladyship. 

In the intermediate time, Lord Bays- 
water, who had heard almost all that had 
passed between his assailant and her neigh« 
bour relative to himself, had promptly 
made his determination' upon the reply 
he should send to a letter he had that 
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very morning received from his most re- 
spected College tutor, soliciting a sinecure 
place in his lordship's interest to pro« 
eure for a nephew, rather defective in 
intellect, and son to a professional man, 
with a large and expensive family ; who 
all depended on their father's life for 
subsistence. This determination was, to 
reply in firm negative ; not for the in- 
solence and unbecoming violence he had 
been assailed with ; for these his under- 
standing led him to despise, whilst the 
goodness 6f his heart would have led him 
to recoil from placing tlie insults offered 
to him through the mother's ungovernable 
temper, as barriers to his prociiring a 
Provision for an unfortunate individual^ 
to whom nature had dealt out intellect 
with a sparing band: but it was the de«» 
fects of that mother's heart, which here 
stood forth as barriers to the son's Pro- 
vision; that inhumanity which led her, 
in the pursuit of her own gratification, 
to issue an or^er that endangered the 
lives of her fellow beings, and rendered 
her regardless of the Situation terror. 



bad reduced one of her own sex taj— 
added ta which was the vindictive spirit 
of both parenta, evinced by their prose« 
Ctttion of Mr. Monson. That thtrefbfe 
there was somethii^g fadically bad in the 
iiiinds of this family, he feit cosvtction ; 
and resolved not to befriend such, whilst 
many an amtable individual might b^ 
fband to require bis aid, to rear and. pro- 
vide for thdr offifnring, and not to pnr- 
cfaase trinket». 

It is impossible for us to describe the 
effect the varied «cene of this evening had 
rpon the minds oi onr three novices, 
not only in the wwM of fashion, but in 
extended society. Few, like them, were 
taken almost at once from the closest 
eonfines of secluded Kfe, and set down 
in the most splendid theatre of Great 
Britain ; fiHed, as it then was, with sove* 
xergns, princes, heroes, and statesmen, of 
the most celebrated fsme ; wifb the fiower 
of the nobility of many nations, attiräd 
with splendor of surpassing wealth; and 
fo behold a performanee of the mos* 
showy brilliancy. Onr readers can there- 
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fore more readily conceive than we con- 
vey any idea of the serisations that as- 
sailed them: but in Fairy Land, or the 
Arabian territorie», urtder the guiding 
fancy of the Sultaness Scheherazade, they 
must have believed themselves, had not 
tbeir hearts, their pr oudly patriotic bearts, 
whispered they were in Britain, the cown* 
try of which they were loyal sobject» j 
and that there was something more sobef^ 
more solid^ in n^ental delight, than in all 
the glittering allarement» of gaudy fancy. 

But although süperb was the seene, 
and magnificent the ideas it patriotically 
awakened, yet, like evefy scene in mortal 
life, its grandeur, it» attractifm, its sen- 
timental ebullitions coöM not save it froM 
termination. It eame to its ertose, and 
the diflieulty was to be encountered^ of 
the departore of such a mnltitude, and 
to consign the kte gay scene of all this 
briHiancy, this splendof , this harmony, this 
enthusiasm, this animation, to a dark void, 
^still, even as the mansiöns of the dead. 
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CHAPTER V. 

It was fortunate that such an assemblage 
found no necessity for a rush out, as they 
had been propelled to a rush io : — ^there- 
fore, although difficult, the gradual de- 
parture was not like the tide of entrance ; 
and whilst slowly now diverging firom the 
late centre of attraction, Rosabella was 
carefuUy protected by Lord Bayswater, 
since Charles, not a little annoyed by 
the compulsion, necessarily found himself 
called upon to undertake the care of Mrs. 
O'Dowd, as no other gentleman of their 
party appeared disposed to save hioi that 
task ; and in the pauses they were com« 
pelled to make in their passage out, many 
iraiis of character and of human nature 
broke on their ears, amazing to Rosa, 
mmusing to Lord Bayswater. 

One yoong lady they heard exdaim^ 
with a contemptuous toss of her head. 
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in reply to a gentleman who had just 
spoken to her at the moment Lord Bays- 
water aud our heroine came in contact 
vnth her — 

'< Oh no» BIT, no. It was the most 
hurde assembly you ever dozed at. Why, 
the servants had perfect space to wander 
about with refreshments, the Company to 
sit, stand, or move, as inclination prompt- 
ed j and there was but one carriage poUed» 
and ours only just received a contemptible 
graze on a door pannel. — Did you ever 
hear of such sombre doings ? Oh ! if they 
catch me there again^ may I be petre« 
fied/' 

In the next stationary moment, they 
heard a young lady call across an inter- 
vening party to another, rather in the vale 
of years— 

" Are you for church to^morrow, Lady 
Mary ? Shall I call for you V 

" For church! IT' exclaimed Lady Mary, 
in a tone of as much astonisl>ment as if 
she had been asked was she for Charon's 
feirry. — ** Heavensl roy dear girl, how 



came you tö think of chui-dh-i-Kif all 
places ?*' 

•• Oh ! ma'ättt» because I eonelude the 
allied sovereigns will go in State to the 
Chapel Royal to morrow/' 

•* O— h, trne. Well, in that case, yoü 
may call, my dear ; and I^H exert my cnef* 
giei* in an endeavour to be ready/^ 

** Well/^ cried an elderly man, amid thft 
tbrong, ostentatiously to bis companion^ 
^^ well, that is a tbing I always do, at 
least in the coumtry ; I always ff erneut 
charch for example's sake/' 

** Just as yöur poor son,'* bis compamod 
replied, *' has been forced to lower bis 
appetite to meet the times, as an esample 
to bis nlne lovöly cbildren." 

«• Haw !" responded tbe exettipktry itiÄfl, 
witb tbe most perfect fumchalancei *« So 
tbe World goes, my friend.-^Sonie bave 
too mucb — some too little.'* 

At length they teacbed tbe Hall, wbere 
tbey were doomed to a long sojoiirn, in 
patietrt WaitJng fer their carriage to be an^ 
üounccd ; and wbere numerous personages 
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exchanged greetings with Lord Bayswater 
and Lord William ; and not a few a£ 
^hom inquired who their lovely compa- 
nion» were. 

And now, as cur partf stood performing 
lords and ladies in waitiiig, Mrs. ODowd, 
in painful anxiety, observing tbe deseent 
ftom the boxes, and in bigh alärm lest 
Lady Flawerdew had vanisbed ere sbe had 
emerged ftom the pitj a lady raddenly 
turned from speaking to an acquaintance, 
and Said to a young woman near tbem,— - 

«* Lucy, bave you spoken to the 
Becks?'* 

" No, mama/* replied Lucy; " you 
desired me, you know, never to pretend 
to see tbem, or any homespun acqua'itit- 
ance, when we vere in high compaÄyj 
and so, to night, as Lady Uphill was oft 
one side of us, and Sir Peter and Ladjt 
Downdale Oii the othet, and that they 
were so monstroiis sociäble with us, of 
course I would not see the Becks; but, I 
assure you, I had an imftiensity of trouble 
to manoeuvre my escape from seeing 
them/' 
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** Husb» child! donH shout so löud; 
the people around you can hear» altfaough 
you could not see to night: but now it 
will be necessary to see them, since nei- 
ther the Uphills nor Downdales oflfered to 
take US home; and Mr. Friendly» who 
was my last resource in high life, has just 
told me he must walk home, as bis coach- 
man is ilL — Hold, manage well, the Becks 
are opportunely drawing nearer/' 

" Oh ! bless me,*' cried Lucy, taking a 
hoyden hop, step, and jump, to meet a 
very quiet looking party just approaching 
ours. — " Oh! bless me, my dear Mrs. 
Beck, which did you drop £rom, the moon 
or the Stars ?** 

•* My drop was not one of much magni- 
tude, Miss Vere," replied Mrs. Beck, 
with rather a stately air ; "I sat just near 
you." 

" Ok l over US, I suppose : we sat so 
near the boxes we could not see you— 
But, how lucky you w^re to get a box !- 
My dear Fanny, and Jane, how do you ? 
but I need not ask, you look so monstrous 
well- What have you both been about to 
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xnake yourselves look even handsomer than 
ever ?'* 

" No, Miss Vere," said Mrs. Beck, " I 
was not in the boxes ; I sat in the pit, not 
six yards from you ; and, atehough myself 
and girls nodded our poor heads almost off 
to you and Mrs. Vere, neither of you t 
could see us/' 

** La ! now, Mrs. Beck, how could you 
expect US to see any thing but the dear 
emperor ? I am sure I never did, nor could^ 
take my eyes off him. — And there too 
has Lady Susan Pique jus|; been rowing 
me like mad, for not returning her bow. 
But, la l I did not come here to look after 
my acquaintance, I'll honestly own it, for 
I can gape after them any day. I came 
here at the hazard of my life to gaze at 
crowned heads. Why now, had your son 
been here, handsome and charming as he 
is, I should never have seen him, since my 
head was tumed to, and by, the fascinating 
Alexander." 

" Well, well, since you candidly con- 
fess your head tumed by the emperor," 
Said Mrs, Beck, softened from her displea- 
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fiure by the praise of her dashing boy's 
beauty j " we must not feel hurt at jonr 
not aeeing us :*— But how de you go hotte, 
my dcar ?" 

^* Home, ma'am! — I declare I never 
aiiked mama } but suppose in cfaaii^/' 

*' You had better allow us the pleasure 
of setting you down, my dear*** 

** Yoa are very good; and i am snre 
Bfiama will be vastly obliged if she has 
made no other arrangement«'^ 

Mama, now instmcted by the £reeimu 
sonry of Miss, Lucy that all was settled, 
condescendingly joined Mrs« Beck,, to be 
conveyed bome by her, who obligingly 
went at least two miles out of her way for 
this accommodating purpose. 

And now the anxiety and alarm of Mr& 
O'Dowd was happily terminated : '* Lwdj 
FJowerdew*8 carriage stops the way," re- 
SDunded through her delighted ears ; and 
80on her delighted eyes beheld her lady- 
ship begin her descent of the stairs ; who, 
promptly perceiving our party, hastened 
to them — 

'' Well, my lord»/' ^he exciaimed, 
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" you twö are never out of your way.-^If 
there is beauty tp be met with on tbe sur* 
face of the globe» in seeking you, we find 
it. — And now, do not think this is my re<- 
mark only, for it had been made upon you 
by a dozen envious men at least to night« 
My dear Mis$ Frederick, I should bave 
seut a very handsome ambassador to nego- 
tiate for your joining me, could I have äc* 
commodated all your party ; for I do like 
attractive luminaries in my sphere.— My 
honey ! introduce me to Lady Meliora 
Monson, and the gentleman whom, from 
resemblance, I pronounce her brother^ 
and then persuade youxself and them, and 
cur sweet Rosa, as I bare engaged the 
rest of your attending squires, to accom- 
pany me home to a petit soupe. 

Mrs. O'Dowd performed the requested 
introduction, and then announced — ^^ that 
none of her immediate flock could have 
the honor of accepting her ladyship's invi- 
tation, since Lady DerviUe, who was rju 
ther an invalide, would sit up to receive 
them^ as well as to examine whether they 
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had come by their deaths in the throng 
they had encountered." 

" That is really untoward," said Lady 
Flowerdew, " as I cannot venture any 
kind of extended invitation whilst these 
mcteors are passing over cur favoured isle. 
But good night then, fi>r I must fly, lest 
they should do me the favour of wheeling 
ofF niy camage* My lords, and Captain 
Hawk% I shall expect to see you when dis- 
missed from attendance*** 

Lady Derville^s camage being the veiy 
next announcedt our party fUlowed her 
ladyship immediately out ot the Opera 
Itmise; when Lords 6ai»^irattt* and Wfl- 
Kam Rt^ntlora and Captain Hawk, having 
aiik^l in saüMr oMTevin^ the ladies ther 
hav) <i^Kair^<Mrto thie^r cairages^ liade diem 
adku^ wt:h ¥Ä«y eskf t^$s«mb of i^egiet at 

^>a^ ImÄ?^^ 
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** Why, no," replied Mr. Monson, " as 
matters now stand between us, I wish to 
See her to-night. — My head cannot rest on 
my pillow whilst I am at waifare with 
those I love.*' 

** This seems to iraply, that my dear 
brother, when he does see her, will be 
more temperate tban he seemed inclined 
to be on meeting to-day," said Lady Me- 
liora. 

** It certainly impHes your brotber's 
wish. — But all depends on.her reception 
of meJ* 

•* Yet, should that unfortunately prove 
an ill-advised one," said Rosa gently, " will 
you too, Charles, act upon a principle of 
error, to prolong a distressing disunioi]^ 
so torturing to the afFections of yourself 
and Lady Derville ?" 

And, mygoodSir,** said Mrs.O'Öowd, 

cannot your sagacity discern, that BrtU 
leur Sternham is running hard to expiode 
you out of grandmama's good favour, that 
he roay carry on his wildgoose plan of 
winning this damsel, without your unpa- 
latable sarcasms ? Will you now allow 
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him tHe triumph of succeeding — perhaps 
witb Rosa and all?*' 

^* I cannot promise/' Charles replied, 
<Vto make my temper amenaUe to Mr. 
Sternham's management of my grandmo«* 
ther ; who, if left to her own free agency, 
would be one of tfae niost benign and 
amiable amongst women ; tbe friend and 
c«npa«ioto of her grand-chUd«.« ; the idol 
of all who were in habits of intimacy with 
faer. But I nvtll promiae yoa to endeavour 
ta subdue my ungovemable spirit into 
something of subjection, to enable me to 
beer the govemment of Mn Stemham 
Witfaout such farious rebeHion : but to be« 
hold all our domestic comforts and happi- 
jieäs overthrown by a designing hypocrite, 
wIk), in the sacred garb in which he per- 
forms his treacherous ^politics, becomes a 
dire assassin to.tbe profesnon he profanes, 
and not evince some indigtiation at it, 
woold be impossible. — And if I do in^Leed 
efiact» in any degree» this promise of the 
subjugation of my fiery impetuosity, it will 
prove a magnanimous eflbrt of forbear- 
ance; aince my feelings have been pain- 



*•» .^e p;„„or„V'"' eW. I bore „„j,^ 

Piume themselves T ^*"°^ ^"^ns wiJl 
•• But I, *'"^^'ed upon them.» 

f "«Jon. M XÄ'-'-r °' ■'^ 
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in the contest : so you must exempt me/' 
Said Mrs. O'Dowd. 

They iiow reached Albemarle Street, 
and found only Mr. Sternham up^ of all 
their party. 

^* Grandmama is not gone to bed, from 
ihdispoisition, I trust/^ exdaimed Lady 
MeUora. 

^ From indisposition to sit in the same 
roona with an individual of your party, 
untfl he has condescended to mäke a pro*- 
per apology, for his late disrespectful con- 
duct — not from bodily ailment, Lady Me- 
liora." 

The fine bloom of Mr. Monson deep* 
ened to the füllet tint of carmine. 

" And Lord Derville, Sir,-^has he tob, 
tetired, for some equally judicious pur- 
pose?" demanded Lady Meliora, r^ry 
much distressed at h^r grandmotfaer's im- 
politic conduct* 

^^ Rettred to dream of Miss Vandelure, 
I presurae/* Mr» Sternham replied, -in a 
flippantly vivacious tone ; for he had, in 
coniei^u€nce of the hints Lady Mdiora and 



Mrs. O^Dowd had iavored hifp >vith tbat 
day, been practising efforts at prQving irre- 
sistible, during bis laat bour of ßolitude» ta 
assail the beart of Rosabella wben sh^ re^ 
tumed ; and now> with tbe innPV^tiQn of 
m adorning snrile oa bis iroo Qoimienwv^t 
he pntnced up to cmr beroine with th^ lu* 
dicrous agility qf a bufFooa comedi^n in ^ 
modern farcei and witb an ätten^pt at^ 
taking ber band, 9aid-^ 
. *^ Come lovely Rose, more sweet apd 
beauteous tban tbose your garland h per* 
fumed by, teil me bow you reli^hed» — yeur 
bigbly gifted mind relisbed» tbose frivpr 
lities wbicb you partook of, in tbU 4o pK^ 
most long and dreary eveniog ?** 

** So very mucb, Sir,'* responded Bpi^at 
bella, precipitately witbdr»wing ber b^qd, 
and snatcbing up a bed4igbt, *' that I am 
all anxiety to seek my pillow, ere tbe d^«- 
lightful 9cenes can vanisb from my Vision, 
tbat fancy may repeat tbem for me in mj 
dreams : tberefore I wish you a gopd nigbt, 
Sir, — Mrs. O'Dowd,— Mr. Monson, bau 
soir. Lady Meliora, I cannot }inger % 
you to tbe destruction of my presset;» since 

f2 
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it is your intention to take a Sandwich/' 

Charles, although grieved at losing her 
now but too anxiously coveted society, 
foigave his own privation in his enjoy* 
ment of Mr. Sternham's disappointment ; 
and almost ready to betray his risibiUly» 
at the ludicrous dismay the countenance 
öf the unlover-like suitor portrayed^ at a 
prank, which Rosabella's disgust at hi» 
bombastic familiarity inspired, ilew to open 
the door for her^ and as he did so, soflly 
articulated — 

** And in your dreams too, lovely Rose^ 
remember the man ^ho will stand forth — 
if ever the panted for power is yielded to 
him — the most determined, as inost at- 
tached, of all your numerous suitors/' 

But this Charge to Rosa's dreaming fan- 
cies was one but little calculated to pro- 
mote the power of compliance ; and with 
a sigh from her sorrowfuUy sympathizing 
bosom, she retired to her Chamber, — not to 
dream of Charles and his hopes, but in 
waking sadness, to think upon his unfor* 
tunate attachment, and her own. 

As none of the remaining trio had much 
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relish for the society of Mr. Sternham, their 
light banquet was not long extended, nor 
their moment of Separation for the night 
long protracted ; when Charles, proceeding 
to his Chamber, unfortunately found it 
pre-occupied by Mr. Foxcraft — whom Lord 
Derville omitted to apprise of his brother's 
return — when, believing this disposition of 
his apartments was by order of his grand- 
jnotfaer, through the influence of her chap* 
lain, to evince she would have an apology 
made for an ofFence, that her injudicious 
violence had precipitated him into the com- 
mission oß— he became at once more firmly 
determined* than before, never to apologize 
for what he had done ; and in a paroxysm 
of indignant feeling he rushed out of the 
house, and sought a lodging, where he 
had found accommodation the preceding 
night. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

When the breakfast party assetnbled the 

' ibüowing iilorbing^ and Mr. Faxcraft, and 

>tio Charles appeared, Lady Derville in 

-aiatm in^uired f<^ her grandson, and the 

distressing iotelligence was conveyed to 

her,— 

" That wheü Mr. Monson wished to re- 
tlre^ and found his chan^ber preoccupied, 
he otdered hi« own välet, * to inform Mr» 
Freecastle, thät he knew where to find 
hin) ;' a»d thtn hurtied out of the house^'' 

Lady Derville \Äras now thrown into the 
utmost consternation j and^ whilst tears 
arose to her eyes, she cast upbraidin^ 
glances, alternately, on Mr. Sternham and 
Lord Derville, the one for persuading her 
to a continuance of hostility with this im- 
petuous young man ; the other, for permit- 
tinganyonetotakepossessionofapartments, 
^-^ the exclusion of his brother ; since botb, 
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^e feared, had tended to bis self-baoish» 
ment, to hazard she knew not *what of 
evil. 

Mr. Foxcraft endeavoured at plausibie 
apologiesy for occupying Mn Monson's 
Chamber so unopportuoely» through total 
ignorance of bis return ; and Lord Der- 
^¥iüe fitrove to excuae bis forgetfulnesB, in 
laot giving bis friend the necemary intimsu 
tion, by tbe plea of no man in love ever 
haying a retentive memoiry. But jiothing 
could tranquillize tbe jnind of tiie onxious 
^areat^ wbo in evident depressiön of spirits 
«et oot to attend ber sacred duties at St« 
George's cburcb ; and, on her retum from 
tfaence, abe was summoned to a private 
C0n£a:elice with Mr« Stemham, in which 
iie set forth the incalosls^le ix^ury sbe 
ifould do her grandson, and injustice to 
her own authc^rity, dtd Axe relax towards 
Mr. Monson witbont becoming ooncessions 
OQ bis party with such {dauinbility, yet such 
«^bistry, that her ladyship^ long used to 
piace impitcit faith mbis judgmeiit,and con- 
cluding bim as usual rigfat iii bis decision^ 
took no trouble to analyze bis reasoning ; 
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, «indy in compliance with his inflexible meä^ 
Bures, unfortunately yielded up her judi-> 
cious intention of writing a conciliating 
ietter to her grandson* 

But, to falfil her intention of accom- 
panying Mrs. O'Dowd, to call this morn- 
ing upon Lady Flowerdew, Lady Derville 
ibund herseif whoUy unequal ; and there- 
rfere she instructed her grand-daughter in 
^hat apology she was to make for her» 

'* Is Rosa to remain with you» or go with 
•HS ?" demanded Lady Meliorä. 

** Ohj she must aceompany you. — Mn 
«Sternham is going to wait upon the Bishop 
;of y' replied Lady Derville j who 

cfelt the greatest anxiety to be lefl alone, 
in the hope, that Charles might retum 
during the absence of all, that she might 
give him a reception something less frigid 
ihan Mr. Sternham had arranged. 

The three ladies now set off in the lan- 

dau of Lady Derville, to Mansfield Street ; 

and, to the great pleasure of all, they fouftd 

Lady Flowerdew, and the Miss Lorrains» 

just returned from church. 

After some little time passed in the 
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common chit-chat of the day^ Lady Flower- 
d€w requested Lady Meliora and Miss Fre<- 
derick to excuse her absence a short pe- 
xiod, as she wished much to show a Por- 
trait to her honey^ of an old friend, whom 
they had both regarded in days of yore ; 
and then hastened to her boudoirf with 
Mrs. O'Dowd, who, the moment they were 
enclosed there, inquired — 

" Whose picture she was come to see ?" 
" A mere excuse,*^ her ladyship replied, 
^' to make an opportunity to ask yoU. a fevir 
questions, upon the freedom of our form er 
friendship. — Do you know accurately the 
fortune of Lady Meliora Monson ; or have 
you any supposition of what it really is,— 
not its calculation in the future tense ?'' 

** Why, absolutely^ by marriage settle- 
ment twenty thousand pounds Sterling are 
her portion ; bearing int^rest from the 
period of her father's decease ; half to re- 
imburse the expenses of her education^ 
maintenance^'&a, the moiety to accumulate 
until the expiration of her minority : but 
from the calculation of that for you I must 
^eg to be excusedy my honey r 



^* 1 do iröt reqüire it ; aUd 1 thänk y<fiä &ift- 
fcefely for yoilr infortnätion-. A yottttg röla- 
tive i)f liiy Lörd^s, yirhforA hetedkhvy asd 
irtdfvtdual exlWaväganc6 has tat*i«r embftN 
tässed, fead her Jiöinted ööt to him as «i 
Äiirch highier prize, than by ytottr a^töutit 
she is, But perhaps, as bfe ftdihi¥es W 
fexteeäingly, it might be ä prudent mea*. 
sure, to let him iry hh fortuae witli l^ei*» 
in riie h'ope of bör dottifeslicati'ng hiitt.-^Yet 
I know tiot what to say to that**-She' is 
untircd in tbö päth t>f ftm ; and HeaVett 
only fcnow's, tvhat tuttl she tträy tak^/* 

" iPfobaWy, ftol ^ dömtetic one,*^ öaid 
Mfs. Ö'Dbwd, ** fröth the total Setlusk« 
in Vhirfi she bas fcfeett reared.^' 

'• Mo^t plobably ; and her exfa-fetöfe V^ 
latility ^eems to sanction tbat beiiief; but 
pray«, itiay I a:sk what affinity thät eladhant^ 
ing Rosa beai*s to the Derville family ?** 

" Whyiexactly as to tha-t," repifed Mrö. 
^ 0*I>ö^;trd, " the only Relatives 1 tjatt po- 
«itively affii'm to he hers ure «rH ttife Chris- 
tian eharities, with "eVefry vii*t«e iindör 
Heaven ; for, indeföfd, 1 titver ^Stiirfatdy 
knew so sweet a creatture : hxtt as to who 



^e is, I reaUy koow not. I iiave iieapd a 
iwupur, of some m;)Fstei:y atteoding her 
bifth : and to own the honest tmth» I sug- 
|>ect that mystery is made out hy the 
prudent Dowager, to rescue the imsoa- 
culacy of her son from Buspicioa; sinoe 
p^soBB tbere are, "who &^ppQS^ tiias to be 
a littie ilie^timate of his, who was dissi- 
pated enough, by all aecouats, te fianctiaB 
the bdief. The ^wager never pr oclMtn« 
wg -who Rosa wm, further thau beiQg a 
ward of her«, and the late loi d's name being 
Fsederick^ make strong presumptive evi« 
dence ; io whioh may be siiperadded» the 
hoTBor Lady Dearville has <ever betrayed^ 
.at the possibility of eitber of her grantäsow 
imbibing the tender passion for her : and 
no-w this dire a^prehenaoa being, I fear, 
in the high road to be cealized, in the 
bosom of Mr.Manson, causes an akoost 
£renzied anxiety in her ladyship, to foree 
the sweet gitl into a precipitate marriage 
with a kind of terrific bobgobün^ that 
^Fould efiSsotually scare a nursery into 
paasiveaess ; which addscoasiderafa^ forc^ 
io my ^«ifiqpicion8.'' 
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'• Alas ! alas !" exclaimed Lady Flower- 
*dew, •* how shocking all this is, if these 
suspicions of their afSnity are just. — But, 
teil nie, is the affliction to be added to 
the calamity of the sweet girPs affections 
also flowing into this horribly interdicted 
Channel ? She has that touching pensive- 
ness about her, of one whose heart was 
hopelessly attached." 

" Why no," said Mrs. O'Dowd, *« I am 
certain, she has no tendresse for Mr. Mon« 
«on, although a strong sisterly regard for 
himj but, I think the probability is, she 
has some suspicion of thelr afBnity, and of 
his attachment, wbich in every turn I see 
her strenuous, though mournful efForts to 
repel/' 

** How I dö wish," said Lady Flower- 
dew, "I could devise some measure, to 
relieve the dear girl from this persecution, 
relative to this hobgoblin ; for she interests 
me beyond measure. If Lady Derville 
would have a moment's patience, she 
might find other husbandd, ready to Snatch 
her out of the way of Mr. Monson, not 
so terrific as the one you describe. In*. 



HOSABELLA» 109 

ileed, I have some suspicion, slie has madö 
a deeper Impression upon the heart of a 
young friend of mine, than I thought he 
-would ever experience, until sobering into 
the steady day of life.— -I mean Lord Bays* 
water, who catne here from the Opera last 
night in a most suspicious mood, putting 
«lany questions to me, indicative of intense 
interest relative to her. — As to fortune, his 
lordship is so lucky, as not to require any 
in a wife ; and so disinterested, as not to 
seek one: but this illegitimaey I rather 
fear would prove an insurmountable impe« 
diment, were even all others removed ; for 
he has many ideas that the tolerating world 
might call fastidious, for he remembers the 
sins of the parent in the child ; and I have 
known him turn at a Ball, in absolute re- 
coiling disgust, from dancing with the 
daughter of a frail mother, and, in prefer- 
ence, select the homely offspring of a lady 
renowned for the propriety of her con- 
duct through life.'* 

" But, my honey!** exclaimed Mrs. 
O'Dowd, now ready to cry with vexation 
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at havirig been so conamuoicative-^^^ i 
have no proof whatev^ of ßosa's ilkgiti«« 
macy. I only drew my oonckisiang from 
the surmiBes of a gossiping n^^kbour- 
bood; and possibly» nay probably, tberjr 
are all uofibuiided." 

" No, no»*' replied her ladyslup^ ** they 
sfeem too probable to be unfouaded ; but» 
as I ap not ^^te so fasttdieus as a comaB- 
ti<; yoong poet, I sball leel most ifflxtoBi 
to devise some pre^ct to ^meliorate Ibift 
«Bteresting gkl's Situation. And »qw, a« 
I have heard ^ome peteat afisauking of 
fHy Street dow since we left our young 
friends, if y<m please, we will retarn to 
tbetn/' 

Lady Flowerdew foand tlie parly sbe 
laad left augmented by the arrivfd of Lady 
Townhurst, Lady Wilemore aad nieccw 
X.0rd fiay swater, Mr. Mondon, and <^aptd& 
Hawk. 

The mornent theif meetiüg cftvilities 
were past, Lady Townhtirset, a very pretly 
^lendkUy attiped youiaig woman, said — 
. ** I find, dear tady FiowetAew^ these 
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gf6at persöiiäges go to Wodmch to^-moiv 
now b)^ water. I dhduld vastly like to 
venture. Will it be style to go ?** 

** Certäittly not, imteäs you go in tbeir 
isüite/' said Lady Jlowerdew» 

** Dear, I a«i fii^nstrous «öiry ftar 
that, äs I had iquite Set my heart on pro- 
tuting a boat and goi^ig^ as the Frisketts 
^ean to go, in dasfeing istyte; but tbey 
liave been monstroits l«cky,^ — tbey have 
Kefeti every one of the great folks twice 
u day at least, and have liad as tnany 
^i^'akes by the band as Mi^s Standard her- 
^elf. And all tbis notice seems like vio- 
tuaäs and drink bo tTiem, for thöy a|)pear to 
live lipon it ; and are so |>road of it, l^ey 
ate tjufte aggravating ; and I really dread 
1jie m^etfng ttreife, tbey are sso füll of their 
täntalizing boästs, tliat it malces me aimost 
ttready to cry ¥br *vcXation.*' 

Lady Flowerdew, who dearly teved a 
little arch tnisthicf^ by saomeämes huriing 
conf^eqnential peopdie fr)»» their vatinted 
pre^mi«>en<ce, or by leading tbe abstml 
deeper intothe ridiculous^ mm, beUeving 
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Lady Wflemore had been boasting of im- 
perial notice, and her success in the royal 
chase, replied— 

** Indeed, I do not wonder, Lady Town- 
hurst, that you should be ready to she4 
tears at your intimate friends proclaiming 
themselves of the volgo. — How, in the 
name of common sense, can they commit 
themselves so as to boast of not being in 
the higher circles, since *persons of any 
fashion must, in the common oibit of their 
sphere, encounter these bright luminaries ? 
We need not deviate from our way to be- 
hold and mingle with them. — It is only 
the common herd that are compelled to 
the toil of seeking them, and the canaiUe 
only who grabble for this mannal honour. 
— Permission to kiss the band of a sove- 
reign is distinction, bat the contact of 
hands, shared with the multitude, is surely 
no elevation.*' 

Mrs. O'Dowd's cheeks flushed to a crim- 
8on tint, and her heart beat the pit-a-pat 
of self-congratulation, that she had fortu- 
^tely, tbrough lack pf opportunity, e^- 




ROS^fELL A« 1 1 S 

caped committing herseif by aoy boast of 
imperial distinction received with the 
common mob. 

Poor Ladjr Townhurst, finding this had 
been an unlucky tack, resolved to pursue 
a more secure course; and, after taking 
up a book she found on a table near her^ 
mnd turning over the leaves vrith apparent 
interest, said — 

' ** J know your taste and judgment» Lady 
Flowerdew, 3ie so superficial * j that I am 
anxious you should regulate my studies. 
Do condescend to recommend some books 
to me." 

^* Books ! !'* exclsdmed Lady Flowei* 
dew, Converting her inclination to risibi* 
lity, into a tone of astonishment — *' Really 
you quite overpower my superficiaüty by 
your request; and, could I comply with 
it, would it be to any purpose? What 
belle of ton could find opportunity for study 
in London ?*' 

*• Alinda contrives to read an. immen« 

* It i« presumed the fortqnatc country maid meaHt 
'«^BuperexeelleDt^ 
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sity, and even scmnd solid reading for hn* 
provement,-' exclaimed Lady Wilemore. 

" You absolutely amaze me !*' said Lady 
Flowerdew, opening her brilliant eyes to 
an unusual dilation, to attest that amaze^ 
ment. ^* Well, if I can contrive to wade 
through my opera books twice a week, my 
diurnal piies of visiting literature, witfa the 
fashionable arrivals and d^artui^es, and 
snicfa lady-interesting information^ in the 
populär newsp^ersy I consider I have 
achieved feats in study .---Oome» my Lord 
Pi&daruS) you, who know all the &inale 
literati of the day, — you, with whom the 
"whcle bas bleu worid are confessedly ena- 
moured, teil us how their improvement 
during a London season repoorts progress.'' 

" Why, it 18 wfaispered,'' said his lord- 
fihip, gravely, " that Lady Lampwick's 
Journal reports her baving made herseif 
l^istress of the etymology of Idleness; 
Miss Porefolio's states her having aoaiyzed 
a practical ex^ßerimentsA treatise upon the 
anatocism of monies fuilded in the faro- 
bank ; Lady Sappho Skimpage's announces 
her having translated several cantoes of 
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gallantry legends from obseure and almost 
incomprehensible characters, into piain in- 
tdligible Englii^h ; Miss Cornelia Sucklet, 
tef *8 intimates her having only found lei- 
ijure to correct and revise a very few pagefi 
of the voluminous work, entitled — * A 
Key to ScandaFö Chronicle, fbr one thou^ 
Sand eight hundred and fourteen/ which 
i^he finds a key too intricate in its forma^ 
tion to perform its task with that facüity 
the curious in keys requirej whilst Mrs. 
BibKographica Blatta's (the most inverate 
bas bleu of the age) shows her having ad- 
vanced no farther than the exposition of 
the table of fashionable expenditure, the 
completion of which study to be made at 
her leisure, not by any algebraical rule, 
but in the mies of the court, if not of the 
ICing's Bench." 

" I perceive your lordship does not fa- 
vonr female mental acquirement," said 
Lady Wilemore. 

" O, pardon me," exclaimed Lord Bays- 
water, with a serious look of profound ho^ 
mage as he bowed, ** who but must favour 



116 ROSABELLA* 

all that has conspired to form a Standard of 
Perfection ?** 

This complimentary hotnage was per- 
formed so exactly to please Lady Wile- 
tnore's angling propensity, that she consi- 
dered this an auspicious moment for com- 
mencing the speculation her mind was füll 
of, and manoeuvre to obtain tickets for the 
ball, to be given by the members of White's 
Club to the illustrious strangers. 

*• Pray,*' she carelessly demanded, *^ do 
you go to the baQ at White's, Lady 
JFlowerdew ?'* 

« I fuUy intend Hr 

*• My lord is a subscriber I suppose.'* 

*' He is not a member of White's." 

^^ Is it fair, or admissible, to inquire 
how you obtained your ticket ?" 

" By merely accepting it when kindly 
x>ffered to me." 

** La ! Cecilia, how lucky you always 
are !— I faave no acquaintance amongst the 
members of White's that I know of j and 
^o, I suppose, my poor Alinda must break 
Jiier heart at home that night^ — or rather 
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r shall break mine in sympathy for her, 
since she is a perfect philosopher upon 
such trying occasions. If one could but 
have anticipated all these events, I should 
have coaxed Sir Gilbert to become a mem- 
ber, that he might have subscribed for this 
wonderful Jete. But, of course» it is too 
late to accomplish this now/' 

^^ I have not a doubt of there beingfully 
sufficient time/' said Lady Rowerdew, 
wishing to see how her friend would extri. 
cate herseif from this pretence. ^* The 
expense will be so immense» I have been 
told from good authority, they will be glad 
to receiye members, to increase their sub« 
scribers» so there is quite time enough 
for it/' 

" Ay, for Sir Gilbert to become a roem- 
ber, and to subscribe/' replied this able 
general ; who was as expert at retreat as 
advance : '' but not fer me to coax him 
into the measure. You, who are a wife, 
must know what restive animals husband3 
Bometimes are, and what management is 
necessary to Iure them on to any particular 
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point they wish to 3hun : s^nd Sir Gilbert 
has such an antipathy to all foreigners, 
that, now I give thts matter a seGond 
thought, I question, if I had months to cqax 
him in, "vtrhetber I should be able to succc^ 
in luring him into any tbing to pay th^m 
homage. So that, poor dear, m^efc» aod 
patient Alinda» you are thrown out of tbi« 
gala every way, I fear, unle^a we cftn ma- 
nage a Petition to some kind m^»ber to 
compassionate an amiable— and gentSj m9y 
I not addy lovely youog woman? and her 
worthy aunt, — Not but thftt I really 
would permit her to go with a proper 
chaperoHy if I could not myaelf procure a 
ticket." 

Lady flowerdew, now having answere^ 
her own purpoBe in prolonging this specu- 
lation for tickets, wisbed to hear potbing 
furtber upon the subject, and tiirned to 
Mrs. O'Dowd, who sbe knew dearly loved 
to have her dresa admired, to expreps her 
approbation of her spencer* 

Lady Wilemore baving set her specuW 
tion trap bere, now arose to take her 
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departure, to go and perform the same 
maoGeuvres iri every possible direction 
likely to succeed. 

I^ady Townhurst, quite crest«fallen at 
her errors relative to the iUustrious viBitors^ 
and to her \?ish for studying in JjtmdoUf 
now arose to take leave; when Lady 
flowerdewy who, although she loved to 
make sport withal, possessed too amiable a 
heart to infllct mental wounds, except 
upon the assuming or unworthy, told her 
in a whisper,— **'She might go to WooK 
wich by water, without annihilation toher 
consequence in the world of fashion. 

^^ But only do not talk of your efforts 
or anxiety, to behold these meteörs ;'' she 
addedy ^^ lest people should imagine their 
orbit was out of your sphere : and read, 
with all yooT powers for improvement, as 
much as you can seize opportunity for; 
bot do not boast of it, as the StandarcTs 
aunt does for her." 

Captain Hawk having iio title to dazzle 
Lady Meliora with, he wished to try what 
deeds in arms might effect, since women, 
be knew, in general, paid homage to va- 
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lour ; and was eager to speak of battles he 
had bled in, if be could, by the general* 
ship of introducing the subject to compli'- 
ment her ladyship's country, intimate bis 
own proud share in the heroic feats perv 
formed in Europe. 

" But Mrs. O'Dowd,'* he said, the mo- 
ment after Lady Townburst's departure, 
V vfhy condescend to wear colours in 
compliment to any heroes but your own 
countrymen ? Why not, my dear madam, 
Step forward with the intrepidity of your 
own , warriors, and set fashions of your 
own ?— Sport an emerald green spencer, 
decorated with trimming imitative of 
the shamrock and laurel, and wear it in 
honour of the unconquered Wellington^ 
Pakenham, Cole, Beresford, and a long 
list of not only generals but colonels too ; 
amongst the latter of whom I place first 
the gallant Montalbert, nnder whose com- 
mand I have fought and bled/' 

And now Captain Hawk branched off 
into the wide field of honour, where, whilst 
he was ostensibly sounding forth the trump 
of fame for Lord Montalbert, in detailing 
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the difierent battles that gallant ^oble 
had signalized himself in, he craftily let 
all present know the extent of his own 
Services; but, like many a self-deceiver, 
whilst he fancied he vnsi» covertly convey- 
ing ammunition into the heart of the 
citadel fbr hia finture airtack,, h^ was ovijf 
toüing to make meore aecuro th& tniuoi^ 
of his rival: for. wbe9|» at length^; Mra. 
CKDawd made her pattiojg) cofifipUiHeBt» to 
Lady Flowerdew to pnoceu^ to Uyd« l^sak^ 
Lady . Medicora d&puted^ wi^ bar . heacb 
füll of the eiiplioijts of the heroic Mocriial- 
berty and morie^ tban , half dotermiaed 
never to permit the least particuhirity 
from Lord W^Uii^n, Captain Hawk« or 
aoy jQl^er. iD^p, save Lord Moatalba^t; 
hiit ta envelope her seif in the artnour . oC 
Gonstancy, and elevate every thougjbt to 
her adoration of this phenomenon of va« 
lour. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

When Charles handed the last of the three 
ladies into the carriage of bis grandmother, 
he wished them a good day. 

** Heavensy Charles !** exdaimed his 
sister, sparing one thought to him firom 
Lord Montalbert— ** surely you are not in 
earnest forsaking your &mily ! — What new 
friends and connexions can you be form- 
ing ?" 

•* I am not to be catechbed by you, 
Lady Meliora, nor do I understand by 
what authority yoü arrogate to yourself 
the liberty of doing so,** he haughtily re- 
plied» 

•* Oh, Mr. Monsön!'* Rosabella ex- 
claimed, in a tone of such affectionate, 
such touching interest, that it instanta- 
neously drew Charles into the coach. 

** I will accompany you any where bat 
to Albemarle Street^'* he said: " but 
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there I will never return, unless dragged 
thither by the mandate of the Lord Chan- 
cellor: smce Lady Derville first turned 
me out of her carriage to make way for 
Mr. Sternham ; and next, tumed me from 
beneath the same roof with her, by giving 
my Chamber to an utter stranger,-— a fei- 
low picked up in the packet- boat by my 
brother, who, thanks to the System we 
were reared by, knows no more than he 
did in bis cradle how to discriminate. 
characters ; and who^ in him, may have 
taken a swindler to bis friendship, to rob 
him of his property, or carry off bis 
sister.*' 

^' But the unfortunate circumstance of 
the preoccupation of your Chamber was 
totally without Lady Derville's know^ 
ledge, who concluded your brother had 
informed Mr. Foxcraft of your return," 
said Rosa. 

*• And your brother places the wholc 
fault of this untoward business, my honey^ 
said Mrs. O'Dowd, ** to his memory 
having been completely gobbled up by 
Cupid, and that Dutch girl, who have 

G 2 
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resoIvecU m conjunction» ta make mince- 
meat of hispoor heart/' 

" Or a pigeon pye,*' retuitied Charles. 
^ I own, I have no opinion of any tfaing- 
tfaat results through the management of 
Mr. Foxcraft :— £br can you consider the 
man a son o£ iBctitude, vrho • dimbs. the 
ladder to your friendship hy paying ho* 
mage to, and encouraging your foibles? 
-*^Mrs» O'Dowd). you are uow bdiind die 
scenes of our &,mily drama^ therefore I 
need not scruple to,deplore before you 
tbe unnatural propeneity. in a man so 
youngy which overshadows all his many — 

many amiable qualities his — Oh! it 

makes my heart sick even to name it-^ 
bis ungefnial, ignoble avarice. And by this 
dire passion Mr. Foxcrafl winds. his wa^ ; 
-«-this^ he flatters, this he feedsj and 
this he increafies. — And^ fbr what? Must 
it not evidently be for some sinisfaec pur- 
poseP^^^But I have wandered fram the 
sufc^ct of my own grievsncaas. Admitted, 
for a8 you affirm it^ Rosa» it is so ^ that 
Mr. Foxcr»ft'8 posBession of my^ Chamber 
last night was withoiut Lady I>ei:ville's 
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knowledge ; yet I tnust \suppoBe Ifhe nies- 
sage implied to me, in the cause assigned 
by Mr. Stemhäm for her ladyship's retiring 
last night, was not without her Banction.'^ 

^ Indeed I should not feel muöh as- 
toni^hed, if it wbb/' said Rosabella. 

" Why then, in that case, what is left 
for xne to do ?" responded Charles. ^ Must 
I degrade myself by submttting to the ar- 
ixitrary imtnagement df such an apostate 
from truth and honour/ as he is ? Or, must 
I, for^tfid df that sactsed Function he 
proüinesy lead iiim foy the nose out of tlie 
iioiBe, to prevent bis leading my infiu 
fU9ted vgcandmother hf the nose » itf 
Wfay ahonld he retum twitfa us to Ravens- 
w-oody and thus infiuiate her into go- 
verning all around her with liis iton roA : 
w« ahall Jiave an insuri ection in the very 
household amd amongst the tenantry, and 
beinaassacted in our beds.'' 

*^ fieaven preserve youall!'' esdaimed 
Mcs. O'Dowd, turning pale with alarm. 
*^ >Btit 1 would never return to Ravens- 
wakdi widi an« executioner in your suite ; 
önd Rosa, my honey ! if .ever you ate be- 
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witched into marrying him, your Kfe witl 
absolutely not be worth a week's purchase ; 
•for if you were to live with hino, you would 
be murdered.** 

'^ Oh ! talk not of such a horribie pos- 
sibility as Rosa's manying him!*' ex- 
claimed Charles, snätching the hand of 
cur heroine with tremulous agitation; 
'' for» could I for one moment suppose 
such a dire sacrifide posiuble, I sfaould nm 
distracted." 

^< Büt, Mn Monsoü/' Said tUe distress- 
ed and blushing Rosabelia, grävely with- 
4lrawing her hand j ^* had you not better 
cotnmission yoür tsfister, or Mrs. O'Powd, 
to make up this ünfortunate ' disagreement 
with yoür affectionate and amiäble grand- 
xnother ;' and not allow the influence of 
a selfish poUtician to widen the breach, 
untii it becomeis of too great ttiagnitude 
easily to be effected. Oh ! that the Bishop 
of — — ** was. returned. He is the pastor 
Ütted to his function. His life is the iBus- 
tration of the beauties of the Christian 
chäracter : and who, on beholding in hiiii 
the gentle but unfaltering gidde, fiirmed 
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1>y the Master's precepts, but jmust yield 
to his opiniöns ? He soon would convince 
Lady Derville, that her counsellor is un- 
worthy of her confidence ; — that parents 
sfaould blend friendship and affection with 
admonition and authority ; and that home 
fihould be formed into the earthly Heaven 
of their ofFsprkig, — not the spot of iron 
coercion for every juvenile transgression.'* 

** For mercy's sake, dear Rosa, say all 
4his to grandmama yourself/' exclaimed 
IjS^dy Mcliora j ** and with every one of 
the maxiois of that heavenly bishöp» your 
retentive memory supplies appropriate to 
•the- subject/' 

** My dear Meliora/* repHed our he- 
xoine, " you forget, that neither my years 
-nor Situation sanction my taking such a 
liberty with Lady Derville." 

•f Kow singularly unfortunate is our 
Situation, Mrs. O'Dowd ! '■ said Charles, 
deeply sighing. *• Competeiit inde^ 
should the individuals be to the sacr$d task 
confided to them, who unclertake the per- 
«(onal guardianship of youth; siuce it is 
to tl^e ejroneoüs system of our. rearing, 



we are indebted fbr thöse misfoftunes 
whtch lt»wer ova: its, even in thiB our early 
div/ of life. Alraost from our birth ive 
have been cosstgned to total secktBion, 
to «60UC« US from ibe evils of contagioi» 
example in the path t)f vice; nor ever 
«taught the impoitant lessoa cf fleif^govecn» 
:ment, or Ibe power ofi^siatifig faemptation: 
aiHl in tlais äUju^ed fiequestiatioii, wa 
.have be^n dei^oiled <£ 4ibose sahttary in- 
totrti&tiofis to ;be decived &Qm a welU 
idirected intercouffse vitfa sDctotj; tfrom 
itixe i^aiccificea ito bte made 0f wiüoB and 
j^r^udiott to tfae comfbrt of oäiera and 
the customs of the world; iran tlnise 
iocid^Btsd r^^ ^d mortiiatbionBy liiat 
Awakea hs to a kocwledge of cursdivea; 
y^hiJdt ^wr v&ry tfbtbke vere mirtop- 
ed by those ajouod us, wlio, beooming 
;i^d to >tbein, «luw thetn itot; jnm* could 
,£otfitraat fWitfa otjbers apterate to a xemem- 
:ti^ttQie of ibemr. whilst onr absolute faulfs 
Wffrt iHOCflaitted to gadner atnength tbrongb 
ih^ &tal indtilgeoce or tiriecatiiig indolence 
^f our too partjal granduurther ; or bard^ 
antä inte tnvetecate dntinacy by the 
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attstere severity of the man, vho was se^ 
lected to reat tfö into Christians o» our 
pilgrimage to «ternity. 

^' And in that &tal seclttsioQ w« bwe 
passed our lives^ inferior even to tbe zoo- 
phyte genus,-^for they embeUish, or are 
useful in their appropriate Station :-*^wfailst 
we, who were formed as intellectual beings, 
arose to do no man goad by the kiod 
or utile acts of fellowship^ and we re-* 
tired to our piliow«, on)y to eKclaim with 
the Emperor Titus— • My friends, I h«iie 
lost a day/ — And in that retirement, . Mw, 
O'Dowd, we made no friends, — since we 
were deprived of even acquaintance. Omr 
family comiections all dropped off throagh 
neglect, or repeltency to overtures fot 
intercourse ; and now at length we are 
launched upon the wide» the deep, the 
davigerous ocean of läe ; we find ourselves 
wi^outballast, steersman^ rudder^ orcom^ 
pass ; our trommander in tbe toils of <mr 
cnemy ; anfl we, with our widbly swetting 
sails of juvenile hope, expectation, passion, 
and inexperience, all unfurled, without one 
a^le pilot to guide hs into a haarboiir ef 

GS 
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gafety. — ? Rosa !~dear,— dearest Roaa ! — ■ 
Meliora, my sister! w'eep not, I conjure 
you both. Your tears will quite subdue 
my fortitude» and I must fly from behold- 
ing what I cannot endure. Come, come, 
my own two beloved sisters, perhaps I 
have painted my picture in colours toa 
doleful ; and in Hope's perspective we 
may view it in brightening tiüts. Now 
that is a dear good Rosa ; although your 
susceptibility is ever alive to sympathy, 
your firmness is ev.er obedient to your sum- 
mons. Come, now ypu have suppressed 
those tears, can you teil me where in 
France, your bishop is ?** 

*^ No, but drawing near the coast, since 
Lady Elstow informed me, he might soon 
be expected in England/' 

•* But in the intervening time,*' sald 
Mrs. 0*Dowd, fuUy awake to the remem- 
brance of the lady she had seen in the 
hackney-coach with Charles, — '* all this 
disunion must be put a period to if pos« 
sible ; since this withdrawing from your. 
family, in a place like London, and in- 
dxperienced as you are, Mr. Monson, is 
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feetming with danger. Sfaarpers and vilf 
lains.of every descüiptioo He in wait with 
(niaasible wsles. at every dorber td mislead 
you/' 

. " Oh ! surely not in London ;i^not in 
JEngland^ my dear oiadatn," said Charles» 
endeavouring to smile, and to fthake off 
some aort of uneasy senaation He could 
define no cause for» which her speaking 
of the perils his absenting himself from 
home ««ras replete with had awakened.. 

" Why, as to that," Mrs. O'Dowd re- 
pliedyher partiality to England, quite panic- 
atruck at the forgetfuiness of its influeiice 
she had thus evinced ; ^* you know persoii» 
from all nations agsemble here. Sharka 
and sirens, from all the quarters of the 
^obe, swim hither in pursuit of prey." 
, Charles now blushed, and the uneasy 
Sensation seemed painfully to increäse.; 
although to him its soiirce remained in- 
explicable* 

'^ Well," Said he, passing his band öye^ 
his face, to conceal the Variation in his 
bloom, *^ although I must grant thafe 
perils may assail me, whilst driven irom 
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the «bdteTiiig s^is of my guftrdmi ; ^ 
iiMiit veatft^r tkem as I can, unttt tbe 
lÄctaitorship of Mr. "Stembam teraMHotet.*' 

^^ But I must and will contrive, my 
lionegr, ^o eoneütate nioMers ^ Itttle/' said 
Mtts. O^D4»wd. ^^ I wiH ^«lentüre to tak« 
tlie lÜMrty of '«peakiiig to Laify DenfJUe^ 
vpoA the subJMt of tMt Mjudicious hargh- 
Mes ; when the worst l^t «an beticle «e 
k to be tarned out «pon the wtde ^orli 
by the deeree ot MnarlbeotSj £pr my daiing 
presuaiption ; tmd theo, by a retraat in tny 
home> your pcrils J truit would vamsh c^^ 
unlese you were bewitebed by «ty da2dtng 
ehwnM iffito tke peril of a fnroseciition 
firom Doctors Comtnoos." 

Again Mr« Monson bknüed» and feit 
uneasinesa ^ hvA he took d&e band of Mrs* 
O^Dowd, and thaQked her with aniraation 
6>r her «editated kind^ess. 

*' Bfit bow will you manage to lull tbe 
dragon to rest, that you may achieve the 
exploit of an uninterriqsted Conference 
wi(ih graiMimama ?" deoianded Lady Me* 
liora. 

^ Rosa must wile hi«i iMo tbe intoxi« 



esEtioQ of a law tdte d fHie,"^ «aid Mtb. 
O'Dovfd. 

** tHeaveö feriMd t" ejaoillated Charles, 
now obanging to ^tbe Itly bue ; and the 
uneasy pa«g of bis bosom became more 
poignaiM: thasi ^before. 

^' Joy, jof, joy! niy bcmies!*' Mrs. 
O'DommI «ow eKdatmed. ^* We need not 
consign poor Rosa to such a penance; 
tot a lueky und brültaffit »lanoeuvre has 
jvst «trttck »e, that «hall Iure bim out 
of our way. lÜ teil him Lady Wiletnor^ 
wishes lo «ee him at ber cotwersaziüne tbi« 
erenmg, to intpoduce him to some learned 
meii, wbo are eocbanted by bis works." 

*^ Oh ! »o/' eaid Charles, ** you must 
QOt idegrade yourself by 'Stooping to tht 
aid «f untruth to benefit us/* 

^ There is not an iota of invention in 
wj wbole 4evice, my boney not eveii 
in Stemfaafn'^ Avorks," returned Mrs. 
O'Dowd, '* except, indeed, of tbe learned 
mea Ifeing enchanted with his writings, 
and that is only a little barmless embel- 
Ushment*; a peüt marpeau of plumcak^ 
to bait oar trap ; fbr Lady Wilemore, who 
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invited us all to attend hex conversazianef 
where she expects half the living wonders 
of the age, and who certainly has some 
project of her own to be accomplished hj 
courtesy to Mn Sternham» desired me to 
say, ' she wished particularly to see hinii 
to present him to some celebrated book- 
worms, in whom he would find kindred 
minds and congenial abilities/ 

" Now," continued Mrs. Q'Dowd, " I 
will cheerfuUy give up this cowersaziofief 
and, what is more genial to my inclination, 
SL quiet tea-drinking at Lady Flowerdew'si 
.er e she attends this night's banquet at 
Carlton House, to efiect an uninterrupted 
Conference with Lady Derville : and» shonld 
I succeed in paeking off, by the alluring 
path of vanity, our grim dragon, to the 
cabinet of curiosity at the Wilemore mu- 
seum» why then I will recoUect your 
invitation to Mansfield Street, young ladies, 
and send you off there, to meet Mr. Mon-> 
9on, ivho will prove your safe escort hoipe; 
where, I pledge myself, he shall find an 
affectionate welcome ; which, if her ladji^ 
«hip will not give him, I must e'en run olT 
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^ith him to Paris, on the plausible excuse 
of seekiog mj^caro sposo.'' 

Charles highly approved of this arrange- 
tnent, and made bis grateful acknowledg- 
ments to Mrs. O'Dowd for it; whose 
sacrifices to obtain this tete d tete to serve 
bim, he knew fully how to appreciate. 
. At length» having . obtained repeated 
Views of the allied sovereigns, and all they 
^ntered the procession of carriages in Hyde 
Park to behold — they agreed it wouI4 
be more politic not to consign Lady Der- 
yille longer to the Operations of her chap- 
lain's poisons; they therefore returned to 
Albemarle Street, afler dropping Mr. Mon- 
son in Ficcadilly. 

When Rosabella retired with her friend 
to make tbeir tollet for dinner, and lay 
it in train for afler embellishment, if per- 
mission to go to Lady Flowerdew's might 
make it necessary ; she experienced much 
surprise, on Unding Lady Meliora not in 
the least anxious to join the evening assem^t 
bly in Mansfield Street: for Rosa knew 
not she was then under the inäuence of 
her determination, to enshrine herseif in 
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the sheB of pimng ccfusfamey ^ov tbe 
heroic Montalbert ; a reswlrttioii «et « 
MtUe aided by the mMtificatien of perceiv- 
ing the mukitude in the paA so ^>coupied 
in gaping after sovereigns and heroes, that 
they could scarcely «pare «me glance of 
admiration for her; whilst, to aÄd tolier 
humlliaiion, Kosabella again attraeted im- 
perial attention, and received IJhe lionour 
of a mo9t gracieusly distinguishing bow 
and smi e. 

Very ^ortly after thqr commenced 
the task -cf adornment,— Lady Mefiora 
aaid, — 

*• Were it not to tneet and krre liome 
my brother, nothing shonld tempt me 
out to-night. — I wish Mrs.O^Dowd did 
not think it necessary to have her Con- 
ference ivith grandmama tSte d tSfe^ Fat 
then you could go alone, and bring home 
Charles/' 

" My dear Meliora, do you find your- 
Ädf not well,*' demanded Rosa» in 
alarmed an^iety, ** that yon experience 
tSiis disincKnation to mixing wtth So- 
ciety f " 
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^ My laalady is no teeret to you, Rosa^ 
ft&d had you given yourself a tnoment-s 
thought on the subgect, or had you eveor 
esperienced even a dawning of the passion 
of love, you would have feit no surpnse at 
Society proving not only irksome, bot bäte« 
£ül to me, wh«n not - enlivened by tbe 
presence of bim I love.*' 

** Bttt Lord Montalbert was absent 
yesterday as well as to-day/' said Ros»- 
hd\^ with a deeply beaved sigh, called 
Soicth by the chord thus unconsciontly 
Struck» oF her most potent, though bidden 
^rief: "and yet, you evinced no disin- 
lelinatioB to eociety; er to the adulating 
hmn^ige of Lord WilUam üeotlom and 
Captam Hawk/' 

^^ Ay, cfaiid^ but tfaen tfae tender tonds 
of my heart had not been vihrated, — their 
jMkiog patfaos augmented, by tales of 
valonr, not merely , never Burpassed, but 
Aever^^'-ttever equailed. — Oh! Ilosa, Rosa» 
so entbuBiastic i% my attachm^^t to tliiB 
iiero hecomef through all Captain Hawk 
a^ekled thi% nuwning^ Ihat every tfatng the 
pdrld fsontatos has lost all intereBt ibr me^ 
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in whicl) Lord Montalbert bears no pärt ; 
.and was it not that society has claims upon 
me, I could not without unpleasant expla- 
nations resist, I should determine nevcfr 
to go out more, — except for exercise, 
•to preserve my looks and health — until 
the retum of the dear lord of my aiFec- 
tions." 

•* But, my dear Meliora/* returned Ro- 
sabella, " have a care, I implore you, bow 
you yield to this enthusiasm, lest you lay 
"the Foundation of future misery for your- 
seif.— Love can be more easily imbibed 
than conquered ; and until Lord Montal- 
bert declares himself your wooer, surely it 
-will be sporting with your own happiness^ 
my beloved friend, to encourage a passion, 
which causes may conspire to render an in- 
auspieious one." 

" But what should — what can conspire, 
to render it inauspicious ?-— Does not the 
jriun love me to distraction ? Have not 
his ey«s,-— bis marked attention at the jubi- 
lee, with his anxiety to obtain admission 
at Ravenswood, unequivocally declared 
it i And can any obstacle exist on eith^ 
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side,— since our birth and fortane so hap^ 
pUy coalescei" 

** I know not what can, or may con- 
spire," Said Rosa, with a sigh frotn the 
centre of her heart, ^* bat many an indi- 
vidual, whose union has been further adr 
vanced in progress, than yours with Lord 
.Montalbert,* has found impeding circuiitii- 
staQces arise to destroy his liopes, and per-- 
cbance his happiness/' 

'* For Heaven's sake, do not talk thus 
terrifically, as if in the spirit of prophecy ;'* 
exclaimed Lady Meliora, in a tone pro- 
claiming she was not pleased ; *^ since I 
feel conviction, nothing can, will, or shall 
arise, tp destroy my ürm hopes Af a union 
with the heroie Montalbert.— And I am 
sure, it is the most inconsistent thing upon 
earth^ for you to preach against my nur- 
ture of this attachment, when you first 
awakened my enthusiasm by the accounts 
of his lordship's benevolence, which you 
used to come in füll fraught with from the 
cabineers around Ravenswood." 

Rosa attempted no further advice upon 
the subject, since she plainly developed» 



14D .ROSüIXELLA. 

in the |nresent tone of Laidy M^lunra'« 
mind, it must prove useless^ höwevier, 
^he h^gm to eirtertaizi iromervery sangnine 
expectations of lier }adysfaip's newly an^ 
«ented eirthuBiasm not leading ber quite 
«O'far into her retreat from society, as her 
wishes seemed to point «t, tm psroehdDg 
«he contemplivted her own lov^ly form in > 
the glass, füll as long, and as coniplttce»dy 
as usual. 



^ 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

ToE ctinoer party of tfaia dagr was compowd 
cniy of Lady D^rville, her chaplain» graod^ 
dsLu^tßTf^protdgief and Mrs. GKDowd» whq^ 
die moment the repast tearminated, aod 
tiie domeatics had takcaa tbeir dieparture» 
siiddenly exclaimed-^ 

^ Ab» my! what a treacher oinr meniory 
bas fallen to iny lot! There have I but 
narrowly esoaped the negUgence of for- 
getting the delixery of a lady's message to 
you, Mr. Sternham. — Lady Wilemore, with 
wfaom by the way, you seesi a wonderful 
faTOttrite." 

*^ Do you then deem it a wotider, ma#- 
dam, my being in the favour of a lady ?'* 
d^manded Mr. Steirnham, making so stre- 
mtoua an ^ort to unbesid froai bis au»te- 
rity^ that it elicited to hks countenance so 
much distortion of gdtmace» the gravity of 
Ladiy Mdiora's love-sick melancholy waiä 
instantaneously subdued by it. 
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" Assuredly no, Sir/' replied Mrs. 
O'Dowd, whose difficult policy it ivas, 
to labour at improving his temper : ^^ it 
is only an error in language, which inad- 
vertence and usage have led me into ; and 
was T to say an amazing favourite, the' 
term might prove as objectionable. But 
shall I say in piain straight-forward fact, 
that you stand upon a high pinnacle of 
preeminence in her ladyship*s favour? 
And so, in attestation of this distinctioD» 
she charged me with the embassy of re- 
questing you to favour her with your Com- 
pany at her canversazione this evening.** 

** Her ladyship must excuse me," re- 
plied Mn Sternham, achieving a smile, as 
he sent his eyes to perform a love glance 
at Rosa. ** She cannot expect me to 
yield that conversation my heart feeda 
upon, for any other." 

" She will be grievously disappointed j 
as some of the first geniuses of the age 
will be with her, to whom she particularly 
wishes to introduce you.*' 

** She would confer honour on me : Jbut 
I prefer happiness.'* 
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** Oh, the poor literati! — What will 
be done to console them ? For it seems, 
it is some book that has set them frantic 
aböut an introduction to you." 

« A book ! Eh, how ! A book ! ' Did 
you say a tiook, madam ? A Review was 
it ?*• 

^* No, no, some book of your writing, 
I believe. But, Lady Meliora, my honey ! 
do you think the kind of rufF Lady Town- 
hurst wäre, likely to become me ? As to 
you, Rosa, I do not think that pheno- 
menon — a rieh poet — permitted you to 
attend to any thing but himself." 

•* But, Mrs. O'Dowd,*' stammered out 
Mr. Stemham, ** pray, will — will you, 
have the goodness, to — to recollect what 
book?*' 

^' It was a volume of his own poems, 
Sir, with beautiful drawings, by Westall." 

" Tut ! tut ! no madam. — The book the 
leamed gentlemen admi — saw ofmine?*' 

" Ah, now ! how could you be expect- 
ing me to remember the name of a cramp 
title of an unintelligible work— one of your 
learned puzzles ?" 
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<« It tnufit have been rofy Ust publication, 
since that was longh mhi perßctissimum 
apusJ' 

** O, the very one !— There was opiufQ 
in it, and the fumes bave mounted into the 
poor n^n's heftds, and 90t tbem nad ab^at 
you." 

^ Madam, madam/' efisclaimed Mr. 
Stemham, fermentiiag into bimself, ^ can- 
not you coadescend to the rationality of 
speaking directly to piain queskions?*— 
Wbat can cause tbese tjery leamed men to 
hecoine so extraordkiartly 'anxioua to behdd 
the author of my woik ?" 

** Ah 1 now, my good Sir, through 
what inspiration am I answer that ques* 
tion ?" 

" Well, I really should like prodigiously 
to be resol\red in tbis. Aay thiog, but my 
häppiness for the evening, I would give 
to bare thiisi explained/' 

'^ Only just give me one cf the kind 
looks, I behold you lavidiing on otbers, 
and ni guess for you» — Tbey wani to im- 
prove themaelves, by conversing «ith tiie 
author of so very clever a work*" 



ROSABELLA. 1 45 

•* Did — did Lady Wilemore say that, 
tnadam ?'' Mr. SterDham exclaimed, with 
a degree of vehement eagerness/ that 
nearly overset the arch gravity of Mrs. 
O'Dowd. 

. •* Now do not be expecting me to teil 
you all Lady Wilemore repeated, of what 
those* book-worms said of you, to be 
making you as vain as fifty coxcombs, 
gulping at the fount of Flattery. Bat, I 
will teil you, I was so sure one leamed 
worm would be so wild to get introduced 
to another, to nibble up more knowledge, 
that, witbout ever dreaming it was neces- 
sary to ask you a word upon the subject, 
I, like what I am — a wild Irish: heiter 
skelter— ordered my carriage to be here 
at half past nine, to bring you there." 

*• I am most exceedingly indebted to 
you, Mrsi. O'Dowd, for such very polite 
attention : and a— could— a— I— a — ;" 
and now Mr; Steiiiham vainly wished, that 
he had not so rashly pronounced his negä<> 
tive to Lady Wilemore's invitation j as 
he found his dove arid vanity at perfect 
warfare. 

VOL. in. H 
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För some 'moments be contimied siletit, 
iti mental conflict ; and at length, as vamty 
waä drawing towards tlie vicCory^ he ven* 
tured to say,—- 

^' It was prodigiously unlucky, yont 
brderfaig ycnoor cacriage for no purpose, 
Mr». O'Döwd.** 

'^^ It answened tbe poi^x)9iK «f evincing 
nr^ 'wtsfa to oblige yoo, sir, ^nd those gen- 
tietnen of su|>eflativ)e :leaTning ; whom, al- 
thongh I have not the hornour of ktiowing, 
I nra^t neverthelests venerate." 

" Dear 'madam, you are truly polite j 
and possess a very proper vay of thmkifig, 
neflatiTie to leaming. Bat, 'pray ,^ — a— may 
lask, are üiey indeedttvea &f ''Miperlative 
Icarbing ?'* 

*^ As mch iLady Wilemone ifeptes^uted 
theta/' 

" And, they did toy la«t work the ho- 
no»rof-adfflirmgit?" 

<^ So, no doubt) did aH, who conMun- 
derstand it, dir/' 

" ¥öu are nealiy prodigiomsly 'pc^ite, 
inadam.— But this hais been rather an^^-an 
unlucky invitatioDi that awakens a* Warfare 
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hetween inclinatJo« aiut iiil;ece8t.^jE\ir «fais 
Dppqrtunity of cultivating ti» good opinion 
of these men of judgmeiitt, for the ad- 
vancemeot of my iforthoomiiig pilbUcai- 

^.Qngbtnoty owtainly, to be n^lected» 
my very worthy friend," said Lady Der- 
ville ; ^^ Ibr literary &me Js .of guch adran* 
tage tp a floaiif it o&en Stands his friend 
where least he expects iL-r-ßy fdl jmeioi^ 
go to Lady Wilemore's <cam;ersazieineJ^ 

Putictual to ordecs, the carriage of Mrs. 
O'Dowd w/ts announced ; when Mr. Stern- 
bam made bis retking bend, and set off £Qtr 
IStzroy Square» reyelling in tbe ecstatic 
&nQy of hi^ ^new^ »rock^j^from tbe pa* 
iHnanagB of tiatese disceniing men of super- 
iaidve literary fime^-^^dasbing through as 
many editions, at least, as the London Di- 
mßtory, wbich bß had noted v^ith an en- 
jirious eye, as it lay on Mrs.O'Dowd's 
writtng table, tbe preceding day. 

Th^ moment Mr. Sternfaam departed, 
Mrs. O'Dowd. devised an.excuse for send- 
the young firiends out of the room, and 
ihen said-—* 

H 2 
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" Now we have so unexpectedly got rid 
of one impediment to a wish of mine, will 
you, my honey, send these two girls off to 
take their tea at Lord Flowerdew's ; as I 
do pant for an uninterrupted Conference 
with your ladyship, üpon important busi- 
ness ?" 

*« Dear Mrs. O'Dowd^ how in possibility 
could I send them to an assembly, with- 
out a chaperon r 

** It is no assembly, my honey j Lord 
Howerdew never permits any thing of the 
kind in bis house on Sundays ; and Lady 
Fiowerdew, who isone of the most amiable 
and correct of women, will be their chape- 
rofij whilst beneath her roof ; and TU en- 
gage, Terry will protect them from every 
ill, whilst attending them there» and home 
again." 

" Well, Mrs, O'Dowd, to oblige you, 
they may go," said Lady Derville, in a 
tone indicative of reluctance, inspired by 
apprehension of this tete d tite being pro- 
moted to break to her the mutual attach- 
ment of Charles and Rosabella. 

The moment this evidently reluctant 
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acquiescence was drawn from Lady Der* 
ville, Mrs. O'Dowd issued Orders for her 
ladyship's carriage, to be immediately got 
in readiness, and then gave Information to 
her confederates, that the hoped for per- 
mission had been granted. 

When the lovely young friends arrived 
in Mansfield Street, they found with Lady 
Flowerdew, beside the Miss Lorrains, 
Lords Bayswater and William Rentlorn, 
and Captain Hawk, all anxiously expect- 
ing them ; for Lady Flowerdew had hesi- 
tated whether yet to inform Lord Bays- 
water of the suspicion, which hungon Miss 
Frederick's birth, and therefore he feit no 
impeding barrier to his wish for seeing 
her ; whilst Lord William had been fuUy 
informed upon the extent of Lady Me- 
liora Monson's fortune, bot not having 
found time since that important intelli« 
gence had been conveyed to him, exactly 
to calculate upon whether that portion 
would suffice for his exigencies, with those 
sacrifices he believed he could unreluctant- 
ly make, to obtain a beautifül and youhg 
appendage to the money he required. 
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tbcHlght iO hetket fokicj to eoBtixaie in ihe 
eotr9e' he bad eomiaeßc^d,, thaA give in 
we Ibe eddfik eodipdlled it } whüst Captain 
Hawk would fiot yield diiy oppoptmity of 
proceeding: iB'.thtf covisrt speeakttiea htf 
had planned. 
Lord Fk>\^drdew wa(^ at a difkmMtic 
* dkm^iv ä«d our y^wäg fpi«Bds iiT^e diäap- 
pointed of tfaei/ exjf^ected introdutftio» tcr 
Iiifir : so tliat ief this^ from hi» lordahip's 
abMaeo,-**^bcf uwaily df ew d large tfds^ia- 
bli^e of men c^ letfersy atid prcrfesüioiiak 
fbme itito hi» donbeatic oirclc(»> wbeA^ ke 
ibrUßföd oao öf it^— ^wa» a very circuBu- 
scrib^ fAxiy^ tbe tonvetsaiticMf^ beca«^ 
ehiefty genetal) in whicb Lady Flower-* 
d^w^ with winning; address, kfired thd 
thtiid RoüsäbeU» tcy mlngle het stCMMi 
and to* pt ove thdt her mental' «haraitf conld 
encbttlt equally with her faee, fbrni^ and 
rofännef ; whilst Lady Meltoray quit^ for- 
getftil of tbe sarie<;^agu» of eOnstancy^ 
sbe had purposed to entotnb bcrMlf in £»r 
Lord Montalbert's sake» wals all antittated 
gaiety, and in merctless barbarity play- 
iiig off^ \<rttbont compunction^ the de* 
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Hirw^ive »iäitßy a£ her potent^ a^tnc« 

Thei pmtfoVBO af Mifis Lovrain formet 
pairt of the einening's anuisefnent ^ and tha 
«if^kdettt pl'easaor tfae inspection of it seemed 
to yield our heroine, fed Lady Flowerde^ 
to the mqniry, ** if she coöld draw ?" 

^^ ShiS couid Sketch a littb^" she said. 

Lady Melkira, flattered out öf every 
ai^ehaision of rivaiüSj by the devoted 
adofaEtion of Lord William and Captain 
Hawft^ and tbe incense her sallies of 
vivwdty and mihgied naivete had received^ 
tihrongh the smiles of Lady Flowerdew, 
and tbe handsome youi^ poet, in the 
naiiual affectioa of her heart for Rosa, 
rädaimed^— ^ 

^ Sketch äHttle! why^ Lady Eloweidew, 
Ae. aketehe» beantifidly." 

'^ Since that ia the case, Miss Frede-* 
vick^''> Said Lady Ftowerdew, approacbing^ 
her, with a pa^ered up parcel, ** you may 
find some advantage^ a» well as^ pleasure, 
in accepting this oflbcing, I have been 
commissioned to try my influence with 
ywi^ to receive : fxacQ the plates are bea^ti^ 
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tifully designed, and executed by our first 
artists j and the poems worthy of the 
plates. This ofFering is» my dear, from 
the grateful poet, whom you so highly 
flattered, by your admirafdon^ of a volume 
of bis, this morning.'* 

Although Rosabella's expectation of ad« 
miration had been taught to find a basis, 
she yet had as little idea of Lord. Bays* 
water being her admirer^ as she first had 
coa^ceived of Egremont beiäg her sarious 
wooer ; yet she blushed, and trembled, and 
hesitated, as she delivered ber thanks, as 
if con«ciou$ that he wasso; her. emotions 
pf su^rise, gratification, joy» and gratitude 
yrere , sq much awakSened Jby a gift,' wbicb 
a few lines of the poetry, witb the.exqui^ 
Site beauty:of some of the designs.sbe had 
Seen, taught her'to.appreciate.as a most 
valuable one; whilst- the .dbubt which 
darted through her mmd^ cipohi tiie pro« 
priety of accepting a ptes^it from a f(ti:aa- 
ger, was quickly put to flight, by the sppn^ 
taneous Suggestion, that no one ought to 
act so ungraciöuslyp as tp decline the ac** 
ceptance of a work presented by ita author» 
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particularly when such a woman as Ladjr 
flowerdew was the embas^adress. 

Those who cömposed this small circle 
were so equal to the spirit of animated 
conversatioD, that all with amazement 
heard the carriage of Lady Elowerdew 
ännounced, to cönvey her to Fall Mall ; 
a Sensation of amazement that was aug- 
mented with many uneasy alarms mingled 
with ity in the minds of Lady Meliora and 
Rosabella, on finding it could be so late, 
and no Charles yet arrived. 

" Lady Meliora and Miss Frederick," 
Lady Mowerdew said, with one of her 
enchanting smiles, '^ I must implore your 
excuses for leaving you ; but I must obey 
the commands of royalty, and keep to my 
appointed hour : — and you, my lords and 
genüemen, I must implore your forgiveness 
for my necessary rudeness in turning you 
out of my house; as I cannot for hu- 
manity sake leave you here, to the top 
probable peril of having your unsuspecting 
hearts lured from you, and I not by to 
protect you from all danger. As to you, 
Findarus, you are bound to the same port 

H 5 
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öt hoMut^ ätkA iii£iy fts well aöcoinpany 
me. Williatdr if y^ aoid Cdptaiu Hawk 
are bound totvard^s the poitft I am making 
ibr, I dan se£ ycnä dowiv 01» my iray ;^ if 
tioti yo» <ian take the anläge 0a to yout 
lilacfe öf destination/' 

<^ 1 rMÜy dö not thitik I ttill ht tcoled 
in fhe same Vehiel^, tdth üuch a ]itttd« 
a» you are,*' crtöd Lord WiUiam« •* It is 
^önfounded fkdtidioastiesd iti yüu^ my lady 
auiit, tö figbt [^ fthy c^ allowing vät ever to 
remain one momefit oti iht gfoütid, to flirt 
with the Lorrainsy or any other tieat goer 
you ittäy have in yoür stüä <tf attraCticHi, ' 
ünlesä you are present. Faith^ TU get the 
tt^hip hätid öf you söttke of these days, and 
give yöü the go-by; although you loay 
bonour ttle n^lth a facer fef it/* 

« Well, Well," rqöined her tadyship, 
smiling, *• we getietully eontrive tö have 
some beautiful spartingy and that is the 
teason we are »uöh fadt friendsj'^-^and 
now^ bidding thoae she parted from» adieu, 
*he gave her hatid to the relüCtantly de^ 
parting Lord Bayöwatei^, who bul narrow« 
}y edcaped committitig metttal . treas^« ) 



ajQd foUowod by th^ ctther tvto ba)f i»ng?3f 
geademeQ» her bdyship. aet ofiT for the 
scene of splendor ahe was bidden to^ mi 
scarcely had this departure tak^Q plac9» 
when Miss Lorrain, deliv^iQgasmaU packot 
to Rosabellia» aaid : 

" Lady Flowerdew desnred me to p?©^ 
aent you with tbta, M«s Frederick; aad 
to say, ^ she woold have performed h^r 
etabasay b^rfielf, only, lest you migbt bave 
any objectjpn U> acctfting th^ae ticket$ 
£Qr the ball at White'^^it might Qot hav0 
been pleasaiit to have discuased the xtxaA^ 
^ter before Lord Bayswater» who commls^ 
siooed ber to offer tbem to you and yoar 
fair friend, whom Lady Flowerdew bid 
ne add, she wUl be most happy to cha* 
perari^ 

Rosabella dianged colour, througb ex* 
cessive astonishment» at Lord Bayswater 
making her such expensive ofFering3 ; and 
not whhout a Sensation of regret, her reason 
promptly told her this offering mutt not 
be accepted; since suc'i 9cenes were in- 
compatible witb her benefactress's plan» 
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för her; aiid inötäntly with every pfoper 
gräteful acknowledgment for tbe'iionöW 
Lord'. Bayswater had done her, decKned 
the ticket for herseif; but added, ** sbe 
doubted not Lady Meliora's being happy 
in availing herseif of his lordship's kind 
and polite attention ; and Lady.Derville 
to intrust her grindaughter to the pro- 
tection of Lady Flowerden^." 

Rosabella an3wered for her friend, be- 
cause she had heard her deplpre her 
faaving no ctiance of being either at the 

ball at the Dttke of , or at Burlington 

House; froiii her not being acquainted 
with the young peer, who was to give one; 
and through the jdifficulty of< procuring 
tickets for the oUifer— without^ once cal- 
culating upon the possibility of that friend's 
taking umbrage at Lord Bayswater not 
having offered his tickets decidedly to her, 
instead of Rosa. 

Yet, so it was ; this young woman's 
vanity had been nurtured and encouraged, 
through having been reared without com- 
Petitor to curb and correct it, until it had 
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arisen to ^ si height, which led it up to 
absolute malady, tbat was stealing pure 
health from all the bright excellence of 
her mind ; and subvertiog all that was 
sweet^ afiectionate, and amiable in her 
heart, by the slibtife venom of jealousy, 
and almost of envy. 

And now this decided homage to Ro« 
sabella, who.had Sprung at once into a 
Superlative beauty, as if the air of England 
had magically effected it ; and into a po- 
tent rival to her powerful cbarms of such a 
fearful / mould, that an earl, young, trän- 
scendently handsome, a favourite of the 
Muses, the idol of all the helles of fashion, 
whose boasted resistance against the spells 
of love she had determined herseif to van- 
quish, had in two formidable instances 
evinced bis preference to this Rosa; and 
this proving more of mortification thau 
she could brook, she instantly determined 
to stay from the ßte^ or every JHe for 
ever, rather than condescend to appear 
as the attendant star of a brighter lumi- 
nary, — the appendage of a more admired 
rival j and to the astonishment and cha- 
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grin öf tlie uncomcious Bost» »he de* 
cHned accepting the ticket of Lord Bay&» 
water. 

<^ His lordship will be hig^ly mortified 
at this rejectioa of his tickets," said Miss 
Lorrain ; '^ since he faad flattered himself 
he should have had the triumph of drawing 
to White's the two xsost brilliant stars 
of the coDstellatioa of beaufcy that. would 
assemble there; and even to this xnor- 
tification, I iancy, there will he added a 
still inore heartjelt regretf hy your.disap« 
poiuting all his hopes through that evening» 
Miss Frederick." 

To Rosabella's nicely discriminating ear 
there souaded, whilst Miss Lorrain per<* 
formed her etnbassy relative to the tickets» 
a sad and tremulous tone in her votce» that 
seemed to speak aome kind of disappoint- 
ment ; and, conceiving it arose from not 
being of the happy number selected for 
this ball, as she deeply bludied at the 
compliments thus patd to her by the de« 
gant Claudia, at the terminating allusion 
of her speecli, sbe inquired in a tone 
of that intereiM; Miss Lorrain had power* 



Mly awakened) if ihe was io go to 
White'«- 

" Litdy Flawerdew is so vety, very kind 
to take my sisttf ; and would me also/' 
Implied Mtds Lorrain, not successfui in her 
aim to stippress a heavy sigh, ** did not 
both my health and spirits negative so very 
gay a thing fbr me." 

At this moment the caniage of Lady 
Derville was announced, when Lady Me*^ 
Mara, having lost all recoUection of her 
brother in the Operations of her wounded 
vanity, instantly arose to depart. 

^ But Mr. Monson, — Meliora!— Will 
you not wait for him?'' asked Rosabella, 
all anxiety, lest, should the efforts of Mrs. 
O'Dowd prove toecessful, in bending Lady 
Derville to conciliatory measures, tbey 
should become useless by their perhaps 
loo precipitate return. 

And this anxiety was observed minntely 
by Mary Lorrain ; and ascribed — with joy 
ascribed by her to tender interest for the 
handsome Mn Monson, urging her wish to 
remain for his escort home ; since she ha4 
made observations on her beloved mter^ 
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which had led her to fear the unequivocal 
admiration of Lord Bayswater for Miss 
Frederick would but too fatally augment 
her poor Claudia's suspicious melancholy ; 
and that the heart of the too lovely Rosa- 
bella might be found in the possession 
of Mr. Monson, had in consequence be- 
come her natural and ardent wish. 

" I will remain one quarter of an hour 
longer/' said Lady Meliora, making an 
effort at the resumption of her serenity; 
** although I begin to feel a dawning 
suspicion, that my brother has mistaken 
where we tneant to accept the invitation 
for this evening, and is gone to Lady 
Wilemore's." 

The quarter of an hour acceded to by 
Lady Meliora, lagged its heavy flight on 
the leaden wings of disappointed expecta- 
tion ; and no Charles appearing, his sisteir 
again repeating her belief now firmly fixed, 
of his having fallen into the dangerous 
vortex of the Standard of Perfection, bade 
the Miss Lorrains adieu, and with our 
painfuUy alarmed heroine departed ; when, 
the moment the coach commenced its con« 
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veyance of them from Lord Flowerdew's 
door, Terry was hailed by Charles, who 
in a moment more was seated in ihe car* 
riage. 



182 UMAlBKLhA. 



CHAPTER IX. 

*• I WAS afraid you were gone,** said Mr. 
Monson, in a voice indicative of em- 
barrassment, the moment afler he was 
seated. " How lucky I have been to catch 
you flying." 

'* Have you been at Lady Wilemore's ?'* 
demanded Lady Meliora. 

•• Heavens ! no, child." 

** Then, what detained you ?** 

*' Business.** 

" Business on Sunday ! — Oh, Charles, 
Charles ! this qannot — must not be. Be^ 
Ware what you are about, I Charge you !** 
exclaimed Lady Meliora, in a tone of such 
reproach, that the alarmed Rosabella dread- 
ing its efiect, as she saw Mr. Monson en- 
deavouring to let the glass down, as if 
tb make bis escape, — through an uncon- 
querable impulse, catching the band of her 
fair friend, in much emotion, said : 

** Oh ! Meliora! do you bewarb." 
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« 

^ Aad d» y^uv lle^ii^re, Mi» FF6d€rick»^ 
retarted- kei^ liuly^if , haugbtily. '^ I am 
Bot t€> be govemed by yeo, a» Lady Der- 
male kr by yaur inteftded dpouse. I BUf>» 
poK^ becauae jpoelr present iacense at your 
ilMritiey and tbat t& jmi aU ofierings^ are 
Bftade^ you arte abi^lutely hegtnmag to 
&Dey ydurs^lf €if cenee^uepee, and se* majr 
take unwarfantaUe liWrties/' 

^^ Mercifül Htaiieii! vrbat dolhear?" 
«ü^läitiwd Mr. MoHsan» basttly drawing up 
the window which he had succeeded in 
letting down* '* Can it be my sister! 
Meliora Monson! a being I thought 
possessed <^ e?eiy excellence o£ besurt, 
l¥ho dius hat spoketi to her eariiest friend« 
•-*ihe g^fttle, the angelic Rofiabella ? Oh ! 
ItosB, can y^tt tdl me wbat this means F^' 

^^ Indeed, I kaow not," Rosa said» 
bursting mto tears öf erueUy wounded 
affectioii; << blit» tbat the wofld is sadly 
changed to me." 

'< Oh» by all means, cry on» aince tbat is 
the measure Lady Deirvüle would, of all 
other», approre ; awakenmg pity and com. 
misecation, as a barbarously treated celes* 
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tial," retorted Lady Meliora, now sobbing 
alniost convulsively with deforming pas- 
sion : ' " And you, Mr. Monson, ay, do 
clasp her band ; and why — ^wby not clasp 
her to your sympathizing bosom, in this 
yöur opportune display of commiseration ? 
— assumed to tum off my just reproäches 
for conduct in you, sir, that has irritated 
me out of jnyself, in alartn, sir, not ouly 
for your personal säfety, but for — ^for your 
fiitüre welfare, not only here, but here- 
after, sir.'* 

■ " Had not yöur ladyship better, by 
some little salutary corrections, prepare 
for your own future welfare?" Charles 
angrily replied. *« Will not the diabolical 
passions of anger, envy, and inordinate 
pride, most inte^perately displayed to a 
being superio'r to you in all things, but in 
what the caprice of fottune has bereaved 
her of, prove something of impediment to 
your way ?*' 

** Ob, for mercy !*' exclaimed the weep- 
ing Rosa, raising her hands in an agony 
of supplication ; ^' allow nothing so dreäd- 
fbl as this is to disturb that sweet affec- 
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tionate attachment and harmony, wbicfa^ 
for so many years of my life, I have been 
a delighted witness of. — Oh ! Meliora, too 
well I know your heart, to believe, for one 
instant, the unkindness, you have suffered 
to escape you, sprang from thence ; turn 
then to that as your guide,— let the gentle, 
the kindy the tender feelings of that again 
find influence; and, in one succeeding 
moment, I shall have the gratification of 
beholding you on the bosom of your affec- 
tionate brother, imploring him to pity. all 
that sprang from a momentary Impulse of 
a foreign Innovator." 

The tears of Lady Meliora, now, with a 
convulsive. struggle, rushed from the 
rugged Channel of ungenial passions into 
that.of penitence ; and not pn the bosom 
of her brother, bat. into the prompüy ex- 
panding arms of Rosabel ia, she flung her- 
seif» imploring forgiveness for unkindness 
and arrogance the most unjustifiable :— 
vhen, shortly, . Charles, subdued by the af- 
fecting scene, encircled them both with a 
fraternal embrace. 

** Bat,'* at length, the kindly forgiving 



i66 mmlbmujA^ 

JKosabella said, we must diy our ieacs and 

compose our aspect, my jAeav Meliora, 

(without delay ; for, sfaould Lady Derville 

observe tbe traoe of them, and inquire :the 

cause, we camiot teil her we have $tepped 

back to our childhood» and had a Baa&wai 

ßt^mr nuf sery bramUeries" 

^ Ah ! Rosa/' said Lady Melioca, tnow 

endeavouring to suppress her .sobs, '^ gnui 

apeak not ^with your usual accuracy, iKbea 

you say * our brouiUeries^^ f or you now, 

BS in what I must call my oursery hroils, 

only suatadned the part of fbrbearance ;and 

tender forgiving kindness. Oh ! Chades, 

do you, ibr I cannot ever recolkct Rosa 

tbe aggressor in any of our ' disagx«e- 
ments i** 

•* No/' areplied Charles, with evident 
emotion ; •^ I only can remember her as 
«ow-the Olive branch^the meek^eyed 
dove of gentleness and peace." 

^hey naw reached Albemarie Stwet, 

Sternham h^rr f '^^'' '"'"™^ ^- 
y ^is noxioqs preaence, upon the 



fuaternal iehdernes« of Lady Derville's bo- 
som, she yet, in defiance ort* hh scowling 
interdict of brow, extended her band to 
Charles on bis sppearing, and tremulouidy 
«rtsculated — 

** My dear bdy is welcome.** 

Charles took her band wifeb affeetton's 
tender grasp, then pressed it witb rever- 
ence to bis Ups, bat without speaking, — 
and then tunaing to Mrs. CTDowd, he . 
beamed a smile expre^ive of bis grati- 
tude. 

Terry, now brragiiig in Rosabella's par- 
cel of books from tbe carriage, Lady Me- 
liora, in sincere contrition for ihe direfiil 
Envy «he bad permitted tofind influence in 
her bosom relative to those very boolcs^ 
Wiking berself to be^be proclaitner of all 
Lord Bayswater^s ättentions to her amiable 
l&iend, instantly todk tbe parcel into her 
öwn Iwind, andsaid — 

*« This, grandmama, is a 'beautififl and 
valuable prcsent just made to Rosa by 
OLord Bayswater, througb tbe delicate 
Bgency of Lady Flowerdew.— AU bis 
Lordship's puWished poetic works, embel- 
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lished by exquisitely finished plates, by one 
of the most celebrated artists." 

" But who can vouch for their subjects 
being such as beut unsophisticated inno- 
cence to peruse?** exclaimed Mn St^n* 
ham, darting. to the parcel, and seizing it 
fbr bis prey» in the phrensy of bis jealous 
alarm. — ^^ I must take upon me, Lady 
Meliora, to examine the purport of this 
rhyming trash, ere I pennit any lady of 
this party to explore one page." 

** There can exist no occasion Mr. 
Sternham, for your preparatory inspec- 
tioD," Said Lady Derville, " as Lady 
Flowerdew was agent in the business/' 

Mr. Sternham', instantly relinquishing 
bis grasp of the books, made a stately bow 
to his patroness, and retired in high dis« 
pleasure, not only with her ladyship, but 
with the whole world ; since that day had 
not proved a very auspicious one to any 
of bis hopes or. wishes ; for even when» in 
the altitude of flattered vanity, he proceed- 
ed to Lady Wilemore's in füll expectation 
of that incense Mrs. O'Dowd had de» 
coyed him. thither through the certainty 
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of» he on\y met the mortification of a 
grievous disappointment ; for, although 
her ladyship, anxious to obtain his fa- 
vour, to secure to herseif and niece a 
firm Station in Lady Derville's approba- 
tion, had treated him with the most flat- 
tering distinction, and had introduced him 
to celebrated men of genius, as their kin- 
dred soul ; not one of them mentioned 
his works, or ever even alluded to that 
particular publication» Mrs. O'Dowd had 
mentioned as having fascinated them. 

The moment Mr. Sternham disappeared» 
Charles, as little relishing Lord Bayswater's 
gifl as even his preceptor himself, eagerly 
requested Rosabella's permission to in- 
spect her present. 

" For, I own," he added, " I have 
much curiosity to learn how beautiful 
drawings could be adapted to satiric 
poems.'' 

^' Lord Bayswater is an epic and pasto- 
ral poet» as well as a satiric one," replied 
the blushing Rosa. 

^^ I must beg leave to postpone this 

TOL. III. I 



1 70 ROSABELLA. 

poetie inspection," said Lord DerviUe, 
^* as I want to monopolize your attention, 
for the purpose of enlisting as many of 
you as are able and willing to man my 
boat, which I am to launch for Woolwich 
to-morrow morning." 

«« Ah, my !" said Mrs. O'Dowd, « how 
very provoking, that, however willing we 
ladies may be, we must not be able, as it 
will not be style ; since only the nursery 
fashionables will be seen on this expedition 
to Woolwich, as none who have been pre- 
sented at court can find it necessary to go 
out of their circle to behold these nortbern 
lights.'' 

'* But, my dear madam, this party can- 
not make transit through the scenes of 
court presentation,** replied Lord Der- 
viUe, ** since the Thames Äows not into 
her Majesty's drawing-room : and, as Miss 
Vandelure does me the honour of fbrming 
one of my party, I make it a pöint with 
my sisters, Rosa and Meliora, to come 
and aid me in the ceremonials of the day. 
You, Mrs. O'Dowd, I can only request to 
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favour me with your Company ; whilst, ai 
to grandam, I fear, I must not hope for 
her presiding patronage." 

'< I wish you had not formed this perl* 
lous party, my dear child," said Lady Der* 
ville. ** A crowded scene, like tbat which 
will be exhibited to-naorrow on the Thames;» 
cannot fail of belog one of danger, and 
consequent alarm to all who are interested 
for the adventurous who embark in it.*\ 

" But, my dear sensitive plant, I have 
procured a capital boat; and, thanks to 
Mr. Foxcraft, d— ^-4ßh reasonahle, consi- 
dering all things, and our gondoliers su* 
perexcellent." 

** Why, then,*' said Mrs. O'Dowd, " I, 
for xny part, i^ill be roost happy in the 
honour of accepting your lordship's invita« 
tion.-— But what will we wear? — Did Miss 
Vandelure mention any particular costume 
for the occasion ?" 

" How did the universally celebrated 
Mr. Puff' dress Thames and his tributa- 
ries ?" demanded Mr. Monson. " Cannot 
you adopt his costume ?" 

** Ah 1 dotf t, my honey dear, be quizzing 

I 2 
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tne } for reaUy it will be monstrously dis- 
agreeable not to be in the costume ofthose 
in the secrets of haut-ton ; and I have not 
time for a note to Mrs. Dizenall, which is 
mighty provoking." 

" Well, now we are all agreed to enlist 
under the same flag to-morrow," said Lord 
Derville — " Rosa, that's a dear, will you 
promise to make our breakfast in time to- 
morrow; and Tll promise to introduce 
you to as beautiful a girl as you have ever 
Seen reflected in your own glass ?** 

** Thet is not as eesy e tesk as ever your 
lerdship done," exclaimed Mr. Foxcraft, 
anxious to make bis progress in the favour 
of all the family. 

** I will promise," said Rosabella, inat- 
tentive to the complimentary part of bis 
lerdship's request, and awake only to the 
apprehension of being drawn by compli- 
ance in to a tete d tete with Mr. Sternham 
or Charles, — " if you will promise not to 
be lazy, but to be here in readiness to 



receive me.'- 



« 



Why, you forward gipsy! this is an 
absolute assignation !" exclaimed his lörd- 
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»hip, laughing. — " What, I suppose you 
want to declare your passion ; but • you 
are late, my dear, — my heart is disposed 
of-" 

*' Had you been judicious," Rosa re*- 
plied, " you woüld not have thus cruelly. 
bligbted my aspiring hopes; since now^ 
hy efFectually destroying my bon repos^ 
you may disable me for the early task you 
wish me. to perform. — However, be faith- 
fül to our assignatiou, and I will endes^vour 
to delude my dreams, with the soothing 
hope of what may be effected for me 
through pity *s inspirations." 

** Ah, well," returned bis lordship, 
smiling, ^< according to the vulgär adage, 
Rosa, — ' Every dog has bis day.' — I once 
made desperate love to you, and you re- 
pulsed me ; and now, there is a fair reta- 
liation in petto for you/' 

" Made desperate love to Rosa?" ex- 
claimed Lady Derville, turning pale with 
terror, although well aware all danger was 
now past. — " When, where, may I äsk, 
pray ?" 

^' At Myrtle's Town, whither I went so 
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up to the eyes in love, äs to be fuUy mtent 
upon offering my Coronet to this £iir 
enslaver : — but, whew ! eye I could arrivc 
at the climax of my declaration, this would- 
not-be countess flew off into such beroics 
about her duty to a certain persons^e^ 
and Heaven kncyws what, of sentimentofi- 
tkSy that the resvdt was» she all but cofied 
me out oi her house ^ nor would thif 
damsel» so renowned for charity and sua« 
vity, affibrd me oue peüt morceäu of &od, 
although I acknowledged to her that 1 was 
starving." 

Lady Derville blushed to a» deep a tifit 
as Bosabellä and Charles did ; and tears 
Started to her eyes in penitence, for alloW" 
ing^ wbat she now b^an to conceive must 
be the inspirations of jealousy's apprehen«- 
»ons, to lead her into a bdief that Rosa- 
bella could be subtly, treacheroualy, and 
ungratefuUy noining for the captivation oi 
Charles j since here was at once canvicticwi» 
that, could she act so base a part» the 
Coronet would have been accepted. 

" But, my deer lerd/* exclaimed Mr. 
Foxcraft, " beweer how you let one word 
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of this treenspire before Miss Vendelure ; 
bekease it might occasion her uneesineas 
at some future peeriod/' 

** Indeed/' said Rosabella» ^* my vanity 
must undergo Üie mortificatiou of a de«* 
scent from this high ptnttaele, where Lord 
Derville has placed it, since I recoUect 
nothiog of this decisive nature amounting 
to declaratioii. Was there not something 
relative to the hoBolv sounding ittstriUDtRt 
lipon which prudence beat lore's retreät» 
tfaat forbade this devating tritimph fof xM^ 
Lord Derville ?" 

•* Your eiiipty coffers» child ? — Oh ! yes» 
-«^I told yon they made a d — ^1 öf a clattey 
againat you :-^biit my head was so empty 
o£ mnndaDe knowledg^ that» had you 
managed me^ instead of tuming me out of 
doors, I woold have flown with you frräi 
the afMesaid Myrtle's Town to the land 
of nncontrolled maniage.-~So> rely upon 
it, child, it was all your own romantic 
8entiinentafi/i>5, tbat alone prevented your 
beiDg now my cara spasa.*' 

Rosabella, whilst blushing at an attesta-^ 
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tion, which she could recall to memory 
no proof of being a serious one, stole a 
scrutinizing glance at his lordship, to 
discover if, in possibility, he could be 
tipsy, OT what could cause his assertion. 
But nothing in the young peer's coun** 
tenance could she perceive, to account 
for his affirming he ever had entertained 
one serious thought of her; since there 
was not to be read, that he was making 
this assertion to be conveyed by his friend 
]f oxcrafl to Miss Vandelure» to render the 
disinterestedness of his nature manifest 
to her : for this lady^ when his lordship 
had been breathing his love strains inta- 
her attentive ears that moming, had in- 
timated some apprehension of not being 
regarded for herseif alone; and now, 
could she be taught to believe he had 
ever addressed the portionless protSgee of 
his grandmother, every doubt of the truth 
of his passion must be removed. 

But, whatever effect this intelligenqe 
might have upon Miss Vandelure, it ope« 
rated on the heart of Lady Derville most 
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favourably for Rosabella; and obtained 
for her, when they separated for the night, 
a much mote affectionate adieu, than, 
since their arrival in London, she had 
been accustomed to receive. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The morning arose auspicious to the pro- 
jects of the day ; and Rosabella, faithful 
to her promise, was early in the breakfast 
room, where she found only Mr. Monson 
waiting for her; who, the moment she 
appeared, took her band with affection's 
ardent pressure j and, ere she could efiect 
her purpose of promptly withdrawing it 
from bis grasp^ he suddenly dropped it, 
retired to a window, and then again ap- 
proached her, with an air betraying inde^ 
cision* 

" Rosa, I greatly wish to consult you 
upon many subjects of importance to me ; 
because I know so well the excellence of 
ypur head and heart, and that there is in 
existence no other being, whose counsel I 
would itnplicitly subscribe to : — but, I am 
allowed no opportunity for serious length- 
ened Conference with you.— »I bave — i 
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wish ———}'• »uddesnily he ceased» walked 
agikn to the wizidow, and, after a mo^ 
ment^s pause there, returiiied to her^ aod 
Said — 

^^ £re that demoniae persecutof cf yonrs 
and rnhie comes on the pinions o£ his 
diabolical jeakmsj, to mterrupi our tete d 
tetCj dear Rosa, I most teil you^-*4>ut coaxa 
to the window, and whilst we seem attend« 
iBg to the Street passevgers,. I ean telT you 
that — ^that k is not— not, in my power ta 
attend you to Woolwieh tbis motnhrg/' 

^* Not accompany ns ta Woolwieh P* 
repeated Rosa, in a tone of concem misn« 
gled whh snrprise, wbich the remembrance 
of the compsniofn sfae had seen witb him in 
the hackney^coach awakened.. 

" No,** he replied, " I unluckily—on- 
£cnrtiinately, made an engagement fbr to- 
day, — whicb nothing should have tempted 
me to do, luid I known of this marine^ 
expedition yesterday. * But now, ioastead. 
of being near the haven of all my fondly 
growing wishe» daring this whole day — 
I shall be overwbelrneÄ .,with — 

" Ob ! here cemes Lord Dervilte's Phor-^ 
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7»io— broach nothing of what I have just 
told you ; for I shall let them all imagine 
I am to form one of the party, until the 
moment of your embarkation.** 

The breakfast party now began rapidly 
to assemble, when Lady Meliora anxiously 
inquired from Lord Dervüle, '* if Miss 
Vandelure was to come alone from Bryan- 
sfcone Square r 

** Two young friends, both heiresses, 
were.to accompany her,'* he said. 

*^ And what attendant squires do they 
bring in their train ?" still more anxiously 
her ladyship demanded. 

" Not any; surely we have suffieient 

in our own party to attend on them." 

" And who it to attend on Rosa and me, 
pray?'* 

'^ Why, Mr. Sternham, child, if per* 
Chance grandam deems it necessary to 
send hini on the watch to prevent our tum- 
bling into the water." 

'* I reaÜy think, Mortimer," said Lady 
Derville, anxiously, •* you are so very 
scantily provided with attendant squires, 
M your sister calls them j and as the dan- 
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gers of a busüing water scene like thi$ 
require them for aid, in case of peril from 
inexperienced or inebriated boatmen, or 
any form in which accident may assail 
you; I think you can neither relinquish 
the attendance of Mr. Sternham, nor of 
any one, whom you can enlist or im- 
press into the Service. There is that Cap- 
tain Hawk, who lodges in this hotel, and 
who ther^fore can easily be applied toj: 
and although I cannot like him, l yet 
should be much more comfortable, were 
he to be added to your muster roll.*' 

As such was the plea of Lady Derville, 
for wishing her chaplain.to form one of 
this aquatic expedition, not one of those». 
even to whom his presence would prove 
most annoying, could frown a negative 
upon the subject ; and Lord Derville dis- 
patched his alert ambassador, Mr. Fox- 
craft» with an invitation to the gallant cap- 
tain, which was most joyfiiUy accepted. 

Miss Vandelure and her two fair friends 
at length arrived ; and when our heroine. 
was introduced to this much talked of 



heunes9, and heard her speak, and beheld 
die grace of her movements and the de- 
gamce of her manners, she \roDdered not 
Lord I>^vUle was enamoured; her ouly 
wofuder was, that Aie had been lefl £br him 
to vnn. 

AU now being reported in readiness» 
our party set out, attended by the prayers 
ef the trembling Ladj Der¥ille far their 
safetj; who, shoftly after their depar* 
fnre, herseif set out to spesd the day 
with her &iend Lady Elsbow at Rieh* 
mond. 

Oar party embarked at Westpaiadter 
Bridge, and irere only j irrt in time; fot 
as they drew near to» Whitehall Staats, 
wfcere alL the gay and beautiful bargea 
vere^ assembled for ifae royal navigatcwsv» 
the s%Bal was fired to» annottnce, tlrat the 
aHied sovereagn^ with the f rince Regent» 
were going on board. They were tben snf- 
ficiently near ta distingimb all they were 
anxions ta behold; to hcar the national 
M*bem »truck up fay the varioas band* 
w atteadlance' L then to ima «Ki^. ih^f. 5» 
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it glided down the liver, and to unite 
in^ and he - almost »tuoBed by the en<» 
thonastic acclamations cxf thouaands. 

So great ^aa tbe busde in their binrried 
embarkation, and so attractive the ensuang' 
siceiie, that^ not unti) aAer tbe loud cheers 
£rom tbe spectatofs upon London Bridge, 
when tbe Lord Mayor's and corporation 
barges jaiiied the royal fleet, had begun 
to lessen on the ear-— although the chorn» 
of acciainationa ecboed from the thronged 
wbarfs and shipping on aU sides^-Lady 
Meüwa pereeiTed her yocmger brother 
waa adisent \ >«hen in alarm she demanded 
what had become of hica ? 

'^ 1 saw bim place yon in the boaty 
Rosa; and tben I lost hin« Surely no 
acctdent baa befallen hins." 

'* Tbe ges&tlemea it seema had zi prioir 
cngagement, vrhich he pieferred," repHed 
Lord Derville, in a tone of pique. 

f* I beliere he tnck offence at thee 
espect of cxxv berge/' said Mr. Eoxcfaft ; 
^< he ebsolutely libeUed it^ as the dust-cart 
of thee meetropolia } and wished thee 
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leedies out of such a deegreeding con«- 
veeyence; but as I tonlt him, he must 
Speer us in condemnetion, äs thee circum» 
scription of time for erreengement left us 
no elteerneetive." 

*^ Aa^ing your honour's pardon,'* said 
Terry — whom Lady Derville had sent to 
watch over the safety of her treasures ; 
*^ but a man in a red coat, and wid a badge 
upon bis arm, up yander beyant where we. 
tuck shipping, said» yez might have had 
bis elegant boat, wid yawnings, and all 
so gay and pleasant, and safe and sound 
into the bargain, for a trifle more; and 
he hoped that before the day would be 
oüt, yez would not be finding cause to 
repint £illing out wid him for the difier." 

^^ Heaven preserve us !'* exclaimed Mrs. 
O'Dowdy turning pale with apprehen- 
sion ; ^< surely, I trust this boat is safe 
and sound?** 

*' Perfectly, mee dear meden^" said Mr» 
Foxcraft. " I'U he guerentee for tliet j 
and rest essured it was only poor spite 
^eed thee ebomineeble extortiooer lie 
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in his troaihj^ whom mee lord and I would 
not let impose upon us. The difierence 
in thee deemend was of course no object 
ta my lerd ; but it wes upan principle we 
ected, not to eiicourage extortion; and 
vengeence hes made him done this, to 
tenify our leedies/' 

** I must own I wish your principles had 
not been so mach on the alert upon this 
occasion," said Miss Vandelure \ ^^ for since 
you have been speaking of our bärge, I 
have observed several of the Thames water- 
men looking eamestly at it, in rather an 
alarming manner/' 

** Thet is merely impertinence, Miss 
Vendeelure, bekease this is not belonglng 
to their ileet, but privete property, which 
it is their policy to discourage thäe hire 
of/' 

^^ Pray, good man/' demanded Lady 
Meliora, in a tremüious tone addressing 
the helmsman, ^* is this boat safe V* 

^* It waunt weather a gale ; but it wull 
last our time, Why, bless you, we hjid 

* Throa^. 
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aU tbe lakes staunched last night, in no 
time, so soon as ever the gemmiii engaged 
it/' 

^ Oh ! my honey, dear, Lord DerviUe T 
exclaiaied Mrs. ODowd ^ ^* do not let us, 
I impicre yoa, retarn by watar." 

** D — n my eyes, Jeck 1*' exckamed a 
sailor, now rowing a man of war's gig 
sdong side our bärge ; ** bat Fll lay you a 
quid^ or a glass of grog,^ tbe sharka axe 
in chaae of that there crazy hulk«" 

*^ Heaven preserve usi" exclaimed Mrs« 
CDowd, now assailed by an agoe fit; 
^^ that sea prophet predicta a drowning 
for HS ; and that the sharks» tfarotigb the 
same instinct that guidea them after mortal 
maladie» at sea, is leading them in cfaase of 
US, to feed an aar comely corpses»^' 

** If we may judge destinies by counta« 
nances/' said Mr. Sternham^ meaning to 
acquit himsdf thia day as an agreeable 
man of letters, who could uobead at wiUy 
and condescend to playfulness, ** I shotdd 
predict defiance to the shaiks, and pro- 
phesy perfect safety with our present 
helm&man/' 
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Notwithstanding the Sensation of alarm 
that had been generally excited, the whole 
party were indining to risnbility they could 
scarcely tuppress, at the ladicröus manner 
in. which the connteiuince of Mr. Stern« 
ham partrayed tbe Innovation of vivacity ; 
wfaen, witbout one moment^a previous 
notice, tfaeir (Ad decayed, and hastily re- 
paired boat, j^wamped; and sCarcely ali^ 
lowing time to those whom it containedl^ 
to Qtter their piercing cries for aid^ sunk 
to the bottom. 

It w^ fortunate for our imperilled party, 
tlrat the Thames was at.-this mbment 
almost literaUy covef ed with boats, so that 
instantancoos aid surrounded them ; nor 
was humanity slow or sparing in its ex- 
crtions to mccour them in every way that 
aanstaiKre could prove effectual ; m!en eveii 
anhesitatiiigly plunging into the rivei*, to 
resctie their feUow beings from a watery 
grave. 

Almost in the very instant tbe sailor 
imd pröttoimced bis supposition of the 
chase of the sbaiks, Rosabdla had obs^^ed 
Wilson» the attached servant of Captain 
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Arundel, in this very boat; and fortunate- 
ly their recognition was mutual j for Wil- 
son Started from bis seat, and sprang to 
tbat Spot in the gig nearest to ber, to 
venture an bumble entreaty to be favoured 
with ber. address for bis dear master, who 
was all anxiety to trace ber and ber friends 
out, by wbich means be was providentially 
at band, to snatcb ber from impending 
peril^ witbout even wetting a fold of her 
drapery, into the boat wbich contained 
bimself. 

But, even in this, ber momentof prompt 
rescue from this sudden rusb of direful 
peril on them, Rosabella turned ber feacful 
glance in agonizing gaze for the fate of ber 
friend, ber beloved Meliora ; wben, be- 
holding her sinking from her sigbt» in 
defiance of ber struggling efforts to obtain 
her in ber grasp, our beroine's faculties 
took a rapid flight, and she feil deprived of 
sense upon the Shoulder of the bumble 
being who had preserved ber. 

When the suspended faeulties of Ro- 
sabella were restored, she found berself 
extended on a couch, in the small cabin of 
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a pleasure yatcht; a respectable looking 
woinan> in the class of a domestic, using 
restoratives for her recovery ; the interest- 
ingCaptain Anindel, with a fine and noble 
looking man, past the meridian of life, 
anxiously bending over this couch, await- 
ing with forcibly portrayed solieitude the 
reanimation of her faciilties ; and the 
moment the unclosing of her eyes, and the 
retinting of her countenance with the hue 
of life, proclaimed tfais anxious wish was 
accomplished, the anguished grief and hör- 
ror tbat had caused her swoon were in- 
stantly removed by Captain Arundel at 
once assuring her — and without waiting 
foT the impeding of his salütary intel- 
ligence, by a query of how she found her- 
seif?—*' that all of the party were, by the 
instantaneous aid sdSTorded them, providen- 
tially saved/* 

** Oh! not my friend, — my Meliora/* 
she exclaimed, in an agony of grief. ** I 
saw her sink — sink for ever, from my 
sight/' 

^ You saw her sink/* said Arundel^ 
in tones of the most «oothihg sympathyi, 
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^* but she arose again; was caught at 
by an excellent swimmer belonging to 
your immersed party, who 8apported her 
and himself, until they wer e both taken up 
into one of the city barges/* 

*^ But, on your hotiour !'' said RosabeUa» 
with the eager wildness of almost fleeting 
reason ; " did you, with your own . eyes 
see this ? er whom am I to confide in for 
its certainty ?" 

^^ Wilson beheld it ; and so did one of 
your own domestics» who was rescued with 
you, by my uncle Admiral Oakbury*6 
men/' Arundel replied» 

" Terry ! Terry !" Rosa cried, startiog 
from the couch, with hands dasped in do^ 
quent entreaty, *' oh ] let me, let me see 
him : let me leam firom himself, that bis 
terrors did not deceive him; and that 
it was the rescue of Lady Meliora which 
he beheld/' 

** Be composed I implore you, dear Miss 
Frederick," responded Arundel j " at 
though you cannot at this moment behold 
this man, whom nothing could induce to 
remam one moment on board this yacht. 
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— even to preserve himself from thc dan- 
ger of cold he has ruti by his coni'- 
plete Immersion — ^after Admiral Oakbury 
desired his boat's crew to go in quest 
of positive intelligence of every individual 
who had sbared in this most perilous acci- 
dent : — but ere he went off on this cruise^ 
he gave us the most positive assurances of 
the safety of Lord DerVille and his sister ; 
assurances that Wilson as positively corro«- 
borated." 

Rosabella thus comforted by testimony 
she could not question, of the safety of 
those two individuals of the party her 
heart was most interested for; after as- 
pirating in mental devotion an ardent 
thanksgiving to Heaven for its mercy, ahe 
endeavoured to compose her agitation suf- 
ficiently, to enable her to speak her grate- 
ful acknowledgments to Captain Arundel 
and his uncle. 

Admiral Oakbury — into whose yacht the 
avarice of Lord Derville had caused the 
introduction of our heroine, was descended 
from the younger brauch of a noble &mily, 
not more exalted by rank, than by heredi* 
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tary virtues ; amcMigst which, valour had 

everbeen indisputably numbered; and he, 

in all things pro ved himself a healthy blos- 

aom of the root he ^rung from« The 

navy had been the professi<m af his early 

choice, and his enthusiastic pasaion for the 

Service seemed to exclude eveiy other 

from his bosom, — ^at least, that of love; 

for as women could not make, work» or 

fight a ship, he -estimated them as con- 

temptiUe toys, not worth the serious 

tfaought <^ wamois devoted to their 

coantiy's welfare« In consequence, he 

nerer mamed; and, continuing almost 

constantly at sea, he not only signalized 

himself in the most <dd>rated feats of 

nautical glory, but made a laige accession 

of wealth most honourably acquired. 

At length, the memcMaUe and dedsive 
victoiy at Tnfiügar lea^ing litüc more for 
naval heioism to perform, and Admind 

Oakbuiy having necei ved a desperate wound 
«that glorious action, which alfected his 
l»ilh. he with less reluctance stnick his 

^«-1 hark in the comfoiTs ofaffloence on 
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shore ; and to share which, he invited all 
the inaimed of bis ship's Company» whose 
private character met his approbation. 

Altbough Admiral Oakbury — ^now in 
bis sixty-seventb year — had been educated 
in tbe old school of seamen, he retained 
but little of their imputed roughnesSy save 
when a characteristic vein of humour was 
elicited to evince it ; you could therefore 
scarcely say he brought any thing on shore, 
to remind you of the element he had nearly 
passed his life upon, but what landmen ad- 
mire in its tranquillity ; — its depth in bis 
understanding, its clearness in his cha« 
racter, its unruffled surface in his temper, 
and its treasures« 

Keturned to his home, with every re- 
quisite to make it a haven of comfort, 
but bis suspended health, and bearing that 
within bim to assure bim his birth in a 
better world . would be one of ease ; yet 
Admiral Oakbury was not a happy man« 
The unfortunate fate of an individual 
allied to his family hung heavily upon his 
feeling mind ; which, had he been in Eu- 
rope at the period, he should have prevent« 

yOL. III. K 
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ed: and now the thorn of compunction 
rankled painfuUy in bis bosom, for having 
proved an indolent correspondent with his 
family; for had it been otherwise, even 
in another quarter of the globe as he tben 
was, he must have known c^ the circum- 
stances, which led eventually to the mis- 
fortunes he deplored, in fuUy sufficient 
time to have ad<^ted those measures, that 
would effectually have averted thera. 

Now called from his beautiful seat in the 
Ifile of Wight, to receive and welcome his 
great nephew, Captain Arundel, whom 
since the battle of Vittoria he had mourn- 
ed as dead, Admiral Oakbury happened 
to be in London at this memorable period ; 
and having chosen his own pleasure yacht 
fbr his conveyance to the metropolis, its 
being in town with some of the best hands 
to navigate it, induced him — fortunately 
for our heroine— to form a party to attend 
the allied sovereigns on their visit to the 
mititary arsenal at Woolwich. 

The boatswain of Admiral Oakbury very 
«hortly brought Terry back, to proclaim 
*he approach of Lord Derville, who, until 
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he had encountered Terry in the same 
round of anxious inquiry, had been in a * 
State of the uttnost distraction ; in total 
ignorance of tbe fate of his sister, and 
of OUT heroine. - . 

** Do not imagine, my fair prize, for 
such I may claim you, as the waters yield- 
ed you to me whUst I was afloat/' said. the 
Admiral to Rosabelia, ^^ that I am cm the 
contrary your captive; when I confess 
there is something like the influence of 
magic, in every tum and tone of yours, 
that makes me anxious our acquaintance 
should not terminate with this day. Should 
the Service not be mine to have you in my 
convoy homeward, as the approach of this 
young peer seems to menace^ you will 
inform me,.^ hope, where with my nephew 
— who has been very miserable, I can teil 
you, at having lost aU dew to trace you 
by— -I may call upon you to-morrow, 
to learn what effect terror has had upon 

« 

you.'* 

The blushing Bosabella had only time 
to give her address to Admiral Oakbury» 
and to assure Captain Arundel, " how 

K 2 
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much Mr. M pnson had regretted his inad- 
vertent Omission, which had deprived them 
all, not only of the pleasure of seeing him, 
but of the power of making their anxious 
inquiries after his health ; and how sin- 
cerely they had all rejoiced at the certainty 
of being led again to see him, through the 
medium of Lady Flowerdew ;" when she 
was summoned upon deck to speak to Lord 
Derville, who had been rowed to the side 
of the yacht by a party of young gentle- 
men, who had taken his lordship and Miss 
Vandelure from the boom of the swamped 
bärge. 

The terror Lord Derville had experienc- 

ed for the lives of all those, whom his par- 

simony had imperilled, was visibly stamp- 

ed upon his aspect; for he resembled a 

patient just restored by the successful 

eflbrts of the Humane Society ; and his 

joy on having ocular demonstration of Ro- 

sabdla's safety was animated and affect- 
ing. 

His lordship now hastened to inform 
Rosa of the safety of Miss Vandelure, her 
two firiends, and Mrs. O* Dowd ; who all 
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were oii terra firma^ under the protection 
of Mr. Foxcraft, at an inn at Deptford;. 
where he wished all his unfortunate party 
to assemble, speedily to expedite their 
return home, to have every thing effected 
that possibility would admit of to ward off 
evil consequences« 

Admiral Oakbury having it in his power 
to in&rm Lord Derville to what Company 
the bärge belonged, which Lady Meliora 
and Captain Hawk had been rescued by, 
' his lordship determined to seek that bärge 
without further loss of time ; and the kind 
aiid gallant admiral reserving to himself 
the important duty of landing his fair 
Charge in. perfect safety, dispatched his 
own boat, in Company with that which 
conveyed Lord Derville, to bring back 
intelligence to him when his lordship 
and sister had landed at Deptford, that 
he might then embark with our heroine 
fbr the same port. 

Rosabella, thus by accident intruded on, 
OT rather through kindness detained by 
Admiral Oakbury, made rapid progress in 
his favour, through the inartificial sweet- 
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ness of her manners, and the afiecting sim- 
piicity of her genuine gratitude ; and above 
al]> through the circumstance of her having, 
in the moment of peril^ been thrown oo 
his protection : and now, with her misd 
relieved from every apprebension relative 
to the fate of all her companions in danger, 
she was enabled to make observations upon 
the aspect of the inter esting Arundel^ and 
rejoiced to perceive it wearing a more aus- 
piciouc appearance» than vrben she last had 
Seen him. 

At . length, the royal fleet arrived at 
Woolwich nnder a grand salute, and dis^ 
Charge of cannon y and Admiral Oakbuiy, 
by the skilful management of his little 
sloop, gavc to hisparty a complete view rf 
the landing of the ülustrions yisitors, and 
their royal cönductor, from the admiralty 
and ordnance barges ; and as it was the in- 
tention of the admiraFs party to debark 
also, Rosa began to feel herseif a most 
troublesome guest, since the boat to efiect 
this purpose had not yet returned from 
the Service kindness had sent it npon. 

With an anxious eye Rosa now regard- 
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ed every bpat that approached ; and at 
length, to her infinite relief, it did arrive j 
and the landing of the party at Woolwich 
was prompUy efiected, when Rosabella 
taking her grateful leave of Captain Ar undel^ 
whom his afiectionate uncle would not per« 
mit to undergo the fatigue of quitting the 
yacht» either to accompany her, or to 
go on shore at Woolwich — she proceeded 
with Admiral Oakbury to a miserable inn, 
or rather public-house, recommended by 
Mr* Foxcraft to humour Lord Derville's 
propensity. 

By Lord Derville and Mr. Foxcraft only 
was our heröine received ; as Mr. Stern- 
ham, alarmed for consequences, had set 
out for town, to ward off danger, by every 
possible care of himself ; whilst the rest of 
the party had all been coinpelled to retire, - 
ta have their garments more effectually 
dried, than they before had had it in their 
power to have accomplished. 

Lord Derville made every grateful ac- 
knowledgment to Admiral Oakbury, for his 
preservation and care of our heroine, with 
an animated warmth of afiectionate interest 
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Rosa did not expect from him; and re* 
quested permission to call upon the ad- 
miral the subsequent day, to repeat those 
acknowledgments in the name of the rest 
of his family ; whose gratitude, he could 
not doubt, would be awakened to an equal 
glow with his own. 
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CHAPTER XL 

The moment the departure of Admiral 
Oakbury expanded the wings of Rosa, she 
flew, with the speed of affection's interest, 
to congratulate her beloved Meliora on her 
safety, and to do all In her power to lessen 
the mischiefs her Immersion might too 
possibly occasion; and the restoration to 
each other of these long attached friends, 
after a Separation which had mutually im- 
perilled their lives, was not a scene of 
apathy. 

Rosa now found her congratulatory em- 
brace claimed also by Mrs. O'Dowd, who 
was an occupant of the same Chamber with 
Lady Meliora ; and who, instead of de- 
ploring the danger still menacing them 
frora their perilous accident, was wholly 
absorbed in lamentation for the destruc- 
tion of her elegant new costume. 

*' I am exceedingly sorry for the demo« 

K 5 
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lition of your beautiful dress," said Rosa- 
bella j " but feel infinitely more concerned 
about yourself, Mrs. O'Dowd, lest you 
should suffer from your alanaing bath. 
Do teil me what has been done for you 
both, tb prevent evil consequeitoea ?" 

« Wby, my hoiiey," said Mrs. O'Dowd, 
*' I was hauled wp by a parcel of bread 
cheese and porter people, who, hickily foc 
Äe, thought quite as much of thcir dinner 
as they did of the sight tbey were afioat to 
witttess ; and in preparation fer that^ there 
was an excellent fire to dry my outward 
garments, and to warm some porter, wfaich 
they made roe drink j but as my corsets 
remained so long wet on me, I have no 
doubt but I have caught my death : yet, 
tbat I would readily Compound for, had 
fiot my beautiful and stylish dress been 
roined." 

" As to roe,** said Lady Meliora, ** I 
had notbing done for me, Rosa, except 
having my life saved by Captain Hawk, at 
the hazard of his own.'* 

•• Nothing done for you !** Rosa ex- 
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claimed with strong emotion of alarsn; 
«' nothing done for you ! Wby, wbat crud 
savages you feil amongst !" 

" Why, no,=— it was not the people's 
fault : but tbey wäre shopkeepers ; and 
afiter our Shooter's Hill degradation, I did 
not choose to condescend to receive any 
Services from them/' 

" Ohi Heavens ! Surely you cannot 
meani Meliora, that you sat dripping on 
deck, shivering with the anticipation of 
every ailtnent with which you were me- 
naced, through the Inspiration of pride. 
Oh, Melioral even Charles would. bave 
condescended to accept the Services of the 
meanest of the mechanic race, in such a 
case." 

** Oh, child ! they were. not mean or 
shabby people ; at least, in appearance 
and manners ; for they were most fashion- 
ably and elegantly dressed, and might 
have passed for ladies and gentlemen 
anywhere, and would have been all hos- 
pitality and kindness to me ; only I would 
accept nothing from them, but to allow 
me to stand unmolested at their kitchen 
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fire to diy myself ; for, leamiDg it was 
a city bärge, I conduded they must be 
canaiUe** 

'* And, admitting they were," answered 
Rosabella, infinitely distressed at such a 
perilous instance of pride and absurdity in 
her beloved friend, *' or had you suspected 
them of crime, instead of merely being 
some of tbe honourably industrious, who 
work in the profitable bives of this proud 
and flourishing Hybla ; you ought, in seif- 
preservation, — ^in duty to your adoring 
grandmother, and other friends who re- 
gard you, to have gratefuUy accepted their 
oflered kindness." 

" Indeed, my honey/* said Mrs- (yDowd, 
** had you been driven by your degrading 
destiny on board the hulks, you ought to 
have thankfiiUy accepted the Services of 
the gangs you found at work there ; and 
have compounded for their picking your 
pockets as they dried them.*' 

« I really feit repentance," said Lady 
Meliora ; " but having been so loftüy 

^l^yy'"^,!^^ negatives, I could not 
sneakintoyielding; and particularly strong 
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mj repentant fit was in Operation, when I 
found Captain Hawk accepted all their 
kindness with tbe greatest condescension ; 
quaffing segars and Uqueurs^ and gobbling 
up every exquisite dainty tbey profusely 
offered bim ; — when it was all in conse- 
quence of bis potent ridicule of the cits 
in the boat, ere our satirical propensities 
were cooled by our bath, that my ill-timed 
bauteur was displayed." 

** Well,*' said Rosa, with a deep drawn 
sigh of anticipating alarm, '^ it will be well, 
my dear Meliora, if you have nothing 
more to repent, through this ill-timed 
hauteur^ than ungraciousness to offered 
kindness. — But, dear Mrs. O'Dowd, teil 
me what yet can be done for you both ?— 
Had we not better order a carriage, and 
proceed immediately home, and send for 
tbe apothecary recommended by Lady 
Elstow, that he may prescribe for you? 
— And surely you ought to have some 
strong and warm wine and water, or even 
tea. — And, who is drying your clothes? 
and where shall I find them, to see they 
are properly attended to ?'* 
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<< Tbe landlady who lent us the clothes 
we have on has tbem,'* said Lady Meliora; 
^' and who strongly urged her cordials upon 
me:— -but she said nothing of tea, for 
tbat I would have gladly accepted ; and I 
wish you wöuld get some for me, for I feel 
as if I did require something to restore 
internal warmth/' 

Instantly Rosabella flew on the wings 
of alarm to the room she had left Lord 
Derville in, to importune him to order a 
carriage to be got in readiness, and to 
expedite the procuring tea for his sister ; 
when she found his lordship in so pittable 
a State of distress, for all the trouble and 
confusion bis reprehensible parsimony had 
thus occasioned; and so shocked by the 
direful peril they had all been precipitated 
into, that he was incapable of doing any 
thing but implore her pardon for the 
danger he had exposed her to, and entreat 
her to go for him to Mis^ Vandelure, and 
pay her every kind attention. 

Accordingly Rosabella wsß conducted 
to Miss Vandelure, who had been kindly 
and judiciously treated by the persona 
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into Tfhose hands she had fallen ; and 
whom oür beroine now found all amiable 
resignation to the uD&H*tunate interruption 
to her promised pleasure; but not such 
tranquil resignation did her joung friends 
from Mrs. Alworthy's evince, particularly 
Miss Acres» ivho left notbing to be appre- 
hended of ctU consequences accruing to 
her from the absence of internal warmth ; 
for she stormed with passion at the demo- 
lition of her becoming and beautiful dress^ 
before half her friends had been made 
sick with envj on beholding it^; and» at 
the destruction of all their expectations of 
the delig^ta thcy were to be astonished 
by, on the landing of the sovereigns at 
Woolwich. 

" Instead of whicb," she vehemently 
continued, as she paced, with the stamping 
Step of almost phrensied anger, the cir- 
cumscribed limits of the small chamber 
she was in — ** here we are deposited in a 
filthy alehouse, plunged up to our knees 
in sand» and sufibcated with the combined 
stenches of beer» gin, and tobacco» and 

« 

no attention paid to mitigate our su&rings ; 
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nothing attempted to blunt the severity, 
or avert the fatality of the dreadful feveF» 
we all have caught. — But we could expect 
nothing eise — nothing in the form of li- 
berality from that parsimony, which, to 
save a penny piece, plunged us all into a 
watery grave :— and who, I wish to know, 
is to indemnify our heirs for our apothe- 
caries' bills, our doctors' fees, and the 
expenses of our funerals ?*' 

" My dear Miss Acres, I conjure you 
to compose yourself/* said the gentle Miss 
Vandehire, " and alloW not your recent 
terror, operating upon your easily irritated 
nerves, to lead you into uttering what, 
when you recover yourself, you will be 
grieved for. As to the house we are in, 
it was fixed upon by my guardian's friend, 
Mr. Foxcraft, because he knew the land- 
lady to be a most kind-hearted, active 
woman, likely to do every thing that hu- 
manity could prompt for us ; whilst, as to 
the boat we unfortunately embarked in, be 
assured, it was not parsimony that caused 
its being chosen, but a noble and laudable 
resistance to imposition.'^ 
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" A noble fiddlestick !— But who minds 
your fine sentimental excuses, Miss Van- 
delure, for the man you are over head and 
ears in love with/' 

" Me ! Miss Acres. — Me ! in love ! How 
can you utter so unkind, so unjustifiable 
an assertion ?" exclaimed Miss Vandelure, 
evidently endeavouring to conceal her con- 
fusion from the highly distressed and em- 
barrassed Rosa* 

*^ Nothing is unjustifiable that wears the. 
form of truth, Miss Vandelure/* retorted 
Miss Acres ; " and deny, if you can, your 
being in love with this piperly peer ; and, 
mark my words, in what I expect will be 
some of my last moments, — You will re» 
pent giving up my cousin Edwin for him, 
when you find yourself a State prisoner in 
bis old mouldering haunted Castle, in the 
wild wastes and bogs of Ireland, Surround- 
ed by his half starved^ half naked savage 
clans; yourself a half famished feeder on 
buttermilk and potatoes, decked in linsey- 
woolsey for your holiday suit ; whilst the 
echo to your sobs and groans will be the 
chinking of your.own hoarded guineas, as 



the miser, joar jailor, coimts them orer to 
grstifj his ruliog possion/' 

*^ Miss Yandelore/' said Rosabdla, with 
an overwbelming look of hauteur at M^ 
Acres, which her ardent feelings, waanded 
bj insulta thiK offered to the name of 
DenriDey inspired — ^ I intnided hcire to 
act as Lord Derville's Substitute, to see 
eveiy thing that circumstances woold 
admit of done for your accommodalioo ; 
and to ward cff, as far as possibilitj woold 
allow of in this 31 supplied place, Üie evil 
consequences to be apprehended from your 
unfortunate Immersion/' 

Miss Vandelure, in a comrteons and 
gratefui reply, expressed a wish for some 
tea; and then, withont further delaj, t<^ 
proceed home. # 

'^ But," she hesitatingly added, as if 
her basbfulness was pained at giving ut- 
terance to what her heart dictated — ^* I 
hope — I trust Lord Derville has used some 
necessary precautions to prevent any evil 
consequences from his own bath/* 

" Lord Derville," said Rosabella, " has 
had recourse to no precautions wbatev^r, 
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baving lost all recollection of himself in 
bis anxiety for otners: however, on my 
inquiri«s upon the subject, bis lordship 
informed me be bad not bcen so com- 
pletely immersed as otbers : since, in tbe 
moment tbe accident occurred, be was in 
the act df aiding tbe cbange of a sail wbich 
elevated bim upon tbe boom ; and, being 
enabled to maintain bis Station even wbilst 
he fortunately succeeded in raising you to 
bis place of security, be escaped witb a 
very partial wetting.*' 

" You may tbank your money-bags for 
your prompt extrication from tbe water» 
Miss Vandelure," exclaimed tbe irritable 
and unpolisbed Miss Acres. " Tbey served 
as an unfailing cork-jacket upgn tbe occa- 
sion :— wbilst I— I " 

** Wbilst you sunk in tbe flood,*' said 
Rosabella, sarcastically, " altbougb you 
had an immense tract of one of the finest 
coonties in England to stand upon: so 
you see, Miss Acres, bumanity does not 
always act tbe mercenary's part you 
ascribe to it; tberefbre, in tbis case at 
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leasty allow it some other actuating in- 
fluence." 

Miss Acres scomfully tossed her head, 
as she audibly articulated — ^^ Toad-eater ;" 
whilst Miss Vandelure, blushing brightly, 
looked all sweetness and gratitude upon 
Rosa; who now hastened from her to 
Order the beverage she wished for ; and to 
request Mr. Foxcrafl to send ivhatever he 
thought would be approved of by the 
angry Miss Acres, to appease her indig- 
nation. 

Having executed this commission, our 
heroine retumed to her beloved Meliora, 
to make tea for her; and, with her, to 
await impatiently for the moment of re- 
tuming to town : for, although Rosabella 
had no evil consequences to apprehend for 
herseif, yet she feit all alarm for others ; 
and was most particularly anxious that 
they might reach Albemarle Street, and 
have received the instructions of the apo- 
thecary, whom the pale hue of Lady Me- 
liora's countenance, and the continued 
shivering of her frame, determined her ta 
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send for — r- ere Lady . Derville should 
have returned from her expedition. 

The moment our party arrived at Mr. 
Freecastle's, Rosa dispatched a summons 
for Lady Elstow's j^othecary; and then, 
only just waiting to charge the old Ra- 
venswood butler, Conolly, not himself to 
mention, or allow others to do so, any 
thing relative to their accident to Lady 
Derville, but, instantly on her return 
from Richmond, to call her, to break 
gently to her ladyship all that Mr. Stern- 
ham, in his alarm for evil conseqüences 
to himself, had unguardedly suffered to 
transpire, — ^^and then hurried Lady Meliora 
to her Chamber, and consigned her to her 
pillow. 

As speedily as possible the apothecary 
arrived, who, upon learning all the dan- 
gers Lady Meliora had been exposed to 
from jier com^plete immersion, and her 
own imprudence after it, feit serious ap- 
prehension for the effect, and prescribed 
accordingly. 

At length Lady Derville returned, and, 
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to augment the distress of Rosabdla re- 
lative to the unpleasant commuoications 
she had to make to her beloved benefac- 
tresSy ConoUy informed her^ when he 
summoned her to Lady Derville, that he 
feared he had a disagreeable letter to 
deliver to his dear lady from Mr. Monson, 
who had been home about two hours pre^ 
vious to their return; and who, finding 
his grandmother had really gone on lier 
talked of expedition, seemed greatly 
chagrined, and then sat down to write 
to her. 

** And which,'' continued this venerable 
man and faithful servant, *^ seemed no 
easy task to the dear young gentleman, 
Miss Rosa, for he tore ever so many 
Sheets of paper ere he composed a letter 
to his liking, which he gave me to deliver 
with a palsied band, for all the world as if 
it was old he was grown ; and looking so 
agitated — and every way, that I did not 
wish him to look.** 

Kosabella now, with this new appre- 
hension of impending evil, presented her- 
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seif with as composed an aspect as she 
could in possibility assume before that 
affectionate parent, who, she feared, had 
much anxiety and affliction hoverlng over 
hen 
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CHAPTER XII. 

" Rosa ! you returaed, child !" ex- 
clalmed Lady Derville, in astonishment, 
the moment she beheld her. " What 
means this, child ? — I did not expect to 
see any of you before evening." 

" Yet we are all returned, dear ma- 
dam/' replied Rosa, endeavouring to ar- 
ticulate with composure a new language 
to her — that of deception j *' for so 
many of us were cowards, and therefore 
alarmed by the fear inspiring bustle on the 
Thames." 

" And, where are my children ?" ex- 
claimed her ladyship, in promptly excited 
terror. 

" Lady Meliora is in her Chamber : — 
Mr. Monson did not accompany us ; and 
Lord Derville, as your ladyship may sup- 
pose, is in attendance upon Miss Vande- 
Iure." 

" Charles not accompany you ! — What 
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coald that mean ?" faltered out her lady- 
ship. 

CohoUy now * appearing delivered the 
ktter of Mr. Monsoii. to Lady Derville, 
who received it with astonishment, and 
trembled in the anticipating alarm of evil 
as she perused it. 

" So!" she exclaimed, in a voice sub- 
dued by agitation, as she finished this 
brief epistle — ^^ the chain of obedience is 
broken ! — My reign of guardian is ended ! 
— I am dethroned by my rebellious grand- 
sonl — Mr. Monson has taken French leave, • 
and gone off to Oxford, to be in readiness 
to behold the allied sovereigns there.'' 

" To Oxford r* Said Rosabella, who feit 
a painfui weight of oppressive apprehen-. 
sions of something worse to learn removed 
from her bosom ; for, although she cen- 
sured Charles for thus going without his 
guardian's permission, yet the wish for 
going was.excited by such a propelling in^ 
fluence, she coqld only consider it as a 
pardonable juvenile trangression. 

" Yes, to Oxford^ the gentleman is 
VOL. in. X. 
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gone; aad with<mt even mking my per- 
mission/' 

*' But, dear madam/' said Rosabdla, 
** Conolly infbrmed me of Mr. Mansoti'a 
having returned home to seek you; and 
of his betng infiliitdy chagrincd at not 
finding you. — Of course, therefore» he 
canxe to do all that duty infl^pired; and 
yoar absenoe alone caused his tiamsgres- 



sion/' 



*^ Meliiinks he 'has a most eloquent ad- 
vocate m you^ Mi«« Riederick/' 

<^ Dear madam/* replied Rosa, *' did 
any of your grandchildten ever fail to 
prove my advocate with you, wben I re- 
qaired ooe?—- and can I ever eeaae to 
remetnber that? My pleadnig is tdiere« 
fbre the debt of gratitude ;-*-theirs the 
votuntary act of spoBtaneoos kindneBs/' 

** Well, well, cbild, I truÄ it is so :— 
amd that only gratitiide impels you to 
plead for this truant boy^^-^eitainly, ai 
you say, fae might bave porposed to pay 
me the compliment of askingiiiy permis- 
ston, liad he foond me «t home, because 
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he ifitimates such an mtefition, bj saying^-« 
' he WQuld not have ventured to aet off 
without «ly a^^robaticm, only there was 
no time for deky, as the friend — whom 
my expulsion of hitn from my carriage at 
Richmond had fortunately introdaced him 
to^ and who had been dl kind attention 

to him «nee ifho had oStreä him a 

seat in a i^arrtage to Oxford, and to aUow 
him to attach hitnsdf to tfaetr most re« 
spectable par ty m that city, was going to 
set oS nnmediately ; and that, was he to 
await my rettirn from Rtchmoad to obtaia 
my permission to his going, he should lose 
tlie opportunity, which had tempted him 
out of his respect to me; a temptation, 
which he trusts I shaß 4eem sufficiently 
strong, to extenua^e his conduct in the 
business/* 

Lady Derville, now her fest glow of re- 
sentment had subsided, began to consider 
the temptation indeed almost too pawerful 
fbr the resolntion of youth to withstand ; 
and that, therefore, perhaps, her dlsplea^ 
sure approaeliied unreasonableness : yet^e 
could not coiiquer a paitfful ^gree gf i^ 

L 2 
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ritation at the step her grandson had 

takeh, as it excited in her bosom a con« 

siderable portion of alarm, to have him, 

inexperienced as he was, thus go, for the 

first time, the distance of so many milea 

firom her protection; and with strangers 

too, of whose morals, not only she, but 

he must be whoUy ignorant» although 

bis well-known pride guaranteed their 

being of a superior order ; and superadded 

to all was alarm of personal danger amid 

such a throng and hüstle, as must be ex- 

pected on this unprecedented occasion at 

Oxford. 

All the disquietude the letter of Charles 

awakened in the bosom of bis prophetically 

alarmed guardian, enchained her thoughts 

from reverting, for some time, to the sin- 

gularity of Rosabella, out of all the party 

that had gone upon the Thames, being 

the only one visible to her : but, at 

length, this Struck her, and she inquir* 

ed~« What has become of Mr, Stern- 
ham ?•» 

^•** He is gone, äs on the jubilee day," said 
^sa, « subdued by his saiHng, to bis bed-" 
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Whether it was, that the Iiesitation of 
'Rosabella in this disingenuous reply awak- 
•ened that suspicion, whichother circum- 
stances had caused some floating form.of ; 
i>at Lady Derviile instantly proclaimed her 
Intention of going herseif to see what de- 
tained Lady Meliora ; when it . became 
Hecessary no longer to defer the informa- 
tion ** of .her lady^hip having wet her feet 
^ completely in the leaky .boat Mr. Fox- 
craft had procuFed for them, that she had 
persuaded her to go to bed to prevent any 
evil «flfect." 

' Even cautioasly as Rosabella conveyed 
this Information, the bosom of this sensi« 
4;ive parent^ ever tremblingly alive to all 
•that could in possibility menace the safety 
<s£ this her darling grandchild, caught at 
once every agony of alarm ; and, in all the 
dfsmay of her anticipating apprehensions, 
'she hastened to the Chamber of her Me- 
liora, to convince herseif she was not 

« 

"drowned. Rushing to the bedside for 
this conviction, she found her shivering 
with cold» notwithstanding the extremt 
faeat of the weather. 
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*^ Oh !" -ghe exclaimed, in an agony of 
grief, ^^ although you have not been 
soatched from me in a watery grave, yet 
you have caught your death in tbat vile 
leaky boat, asd I sfaall k>ae my child,«-* 
my darling." 

^' No, nOf Axfa /*' ciied Lady Meliora» 
kxiging her, as idie endeaToUred to «nile ; 
** you will not loae me ^ and if you d<^ it 
will not be edther Captaiii Hawk'a fai^ 
or poor Bosa'Sy fbr he vcatured hia life 
to^ 
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" To save you from falling overboard^'' 
exclaimed Rosa^ with breathlesa impetuo» 
aity, as ahe claqped her belpved faesi^ao 
trese round tbe waitt, to »upport her ii^ 
what she fteared was pending-—« awoon. 
*^ You were so wildly anxious to get oUt of 
the boat, y<xi neariy fdl into the Thaoies»'' 

*^ Roaa^ this will not do/' said Lady 
Derville, bursting into tears; ^^ the iife 
of Captain Hawk could not have been eup 
dangered by merely saving her from falU 
ing : the fall had occurred, or his safety 
eould not have been in perQ^-^-Speak» teil 
me all, my child.'* 
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<* Wby, grandmaijflaj, I wanted to see if 
I Qould lo^ i(» gracj^ful QQ the water a» 
tbo^ sw^ns at Kaveni^wood, 8o I just dived 
to B9y chin in th^ Tham^ in expediting 
my diaembarkation from tbat leaky bargen 
the aharks, I suppose, ^ed Mr. Foxcraft 
«o imperil w in to feed th?m/' 

** Rosa,^' Said Lady DerviUe, fixipg her 
eyea in earnest scrutiny ^pon her, ^' can 
you teil me unfalteringly, and without a 
betraying blusfa» tbat tbis is tbe fact?— tbe 
füll extent of aU^ tbat has occurred,— tbat 
Mortimer is safe-— tbat Cbarles has not 
occasicm to be witb bis brotber, and is ab- 
solutely gone to Oxford ?*' 

Rosab^lla^s cbeek$.coald not sustain the 
scrutiny uncfaanged ; sbe feit tbe inantling 
rosy tell-tale» and therefore, througb ne« 
cessity» compelled to impart more than sbe 
bad hoped would have been reqiwite io 
reveaJ, sbe replied— 

** The fact was, my dear madam» tbat 
tbe boat let in so mncb water, and so ra« 
pidly, tbat we should have all been in the 
most inuniaent danger, bad not so many 
boats been in contact witb us, tbat we 
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were instantly . aided, and rescued from 
impending peril. — Mr; Monsön, I solemoly 
assure you, did not accompany us ; and 
Lord Derville is gone in attendance upon 
Miss Vandelure to Bryanstone Square; 
whilst Mrs. O'Dowd and Mr. Sternham 
have crept to their respective nests, to 
prevent cqld from their unmersion." 

** And why have you not done the same, 
my dear child ?** Lady Derville demanded, 
her dormant tenderness for our heroine 
springing to animation, as fear for her 
health was awakened. 

^^ Because I was so fortunate as to es* 
cape all necessity for it, through the 
prompt assistance of Wilson — Captain 
Arunders attached servant/* 

** Then you have again heard of Cap- 
tain Arundel/* exclaimed Lady Meliora 
eagerly, a bright flush animating her 
before ghastly cheek : " and how is he, — 
where is he ?" 

" I saw hini," returned Rosa ; " and so 
will you to-morrow, for he is impatient to 
improve his acquaintance with this fa* 
mily." 
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Lady Derville now hastened to inquire 
what hands her darling Meliora had fallen 
into; and soon to her dread terror sbe 
leamed, that, through her own pride and 
obstinacy^ nothing had been done to avert 
tbe daiiger of her chance of cold, until 
Rosa had been restored to her; and 
those shivering .fits, which no inerease of 
covering could subdue, soon effectually 
augmenting her ladyship's alarms, induced 
her to re*sumnion Mr. Leech, tbe apothe- 
cary; who, on bis second visit, found more 
cause than even before» to fear tha.t Lady 
Meliora had a severe indisposition pending 
over her, which yet seemed to resist tbe 
tpecifics he had prescribed. 
. The adoring grandmother and tbe at- 
tached friend now took tbe painful Station 
of wätching by tbe pillow of expected 
illness ; and, from .tbis anxious vigil, Ro- 
6abeUa was at length csdled to tbe alarmed 
Lord Derville, who, on returning home 
from Mrs. Allwortby's, learned that bis 
fiister was ilL 

**. For merey's s^e, Eosa,'* bis lordship 
exclaimed, tbe moment sbe.appeared to 
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hiiDi ^^ impart to me ßt otice the tirm^ ; 
ttnd teil me, has my unfortnnate'-^^nay, I 
am älfflMt tempted to call it my accuised 
•— economy ö( this day, signcsd die; deatb* 
Warrant of my beloved asterP^ 

*' .Heaven ibrbid l" responded Rosa, 
trembling at bis» haggard, agitatied aspeet 
*^^^ Heaven fbrbid that any tliing so 
heart-rending should arise to affltct ns \*^ 
She certainly has caught a» severe cold; 
but, onttl to-mctfrow, Mr. Leeeh omitot 
pronounce of wbat nature: — but,. be it 
urhat il may, it wears^ not half so alarraisig 
an appearance as you do. Is yonr auxiety 
for others, you have nteglectcd to nae aiiy 
precaution for yourself ; atid it is yoor 
deatfa-warrant that will be aigned by our 
tiiifortunate expedition," 

^ There is nothing the matter with nie 
but mental infliction.— My anxiety has 
kept me in too high a fever for cold to 
assail me ; and» if it bad, I only deaerve to 
snffer ; and, if alt had occurred which 
might häve resulted from my diabolical 
parsimony, bad my deaih-wayranl been 
0]gned a| the bar of juetice, it would only 



tiave been ooy des«rt : and a9 it evMi is,<«- 
even shouid my poor M^liora escape ß 
daageroua illness, and Miss Yandelyre not 
discard me for a contomptible miser, as 
that Miss Acres scrupled not to adyise her 
to befpre my face, I shall never— -never 
think of this day without borror, shame» 
and r^morße. — Oh ! had you all been Ipsti 
vhilst I» ftfom n^v^r having been in dan«- 
ger, must bav^ ^scaped» iny intellects mwt 
have been cha^ed fo^ ever.-^The angnißb 
I endured wben { beheld so m^ny indi« 
Viduals sioks through my fault, from my 
mghtj assures me I sbould bav? go»e disp 
stracted. — Qh! that moment! that mo- 
siient ! even the recoUection of its ho?f or 
almost annihilates my senses." 

^^ But do not a)lpw ypur thoughts to 
f evert to the dread scene, dear Lord Der- 
ville/' Said Rosa, kindly, much affected 
by the deep distress he evinced ; ^< at least, 
until your neryes recover the shpck and 
anxiety you enpouatered to-day. — But 
now we are all safe, surely it is time |br 
you to think of yourself* — You have had 
HO diniier I ms certain. — Po orderi»piii« 
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Soup for yourself, and then i*etire to bed, 
for your löoks proclaim you require rest." 

" Yes, Rosa j but I shall not find it on 
my pillow, strewed with thorns of com- 
punction for this day's adventure ; and 
ever will my pillow be so strewed, if any 
evil should betide my darling Meliora, 
-through my diabolical economy. Remem- 
ber, Rosa — remember, that money must 
be no object in her illness ; let all I pössess 
go, if it can restore her to health : — let 
every pliysician of eminence in London be 
called in. Alas ! alas! that distance pre- 
cludes the possibility of calHng Percival 
from Dublin ! he is just the man for the 
present case. His skill would save my 
sister ; his benevolence soothe those äföund 
her; and his religion lead him to pour 
the balm of Christian comfort into my 
wounded conscience." 

*' No doubt/* Said Rosa, *• such in- 
valuable physicians are to be found in 
London too. But, I trust, we shall not 
now require them." 

" Where is Charles ?" asked Lord Der- 
ville; ^* I should like to hear bis lecture 
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now upon my feats in parsimony, whilst I 
am in an humble mood to bear the truths 
he will unceremoniousiy utter." 

Rosabella now astohished bis lordship, 
by her information relative to bis brother ; 
and thfen, by the gentle magic of her 
sisterly affection, prevailed upon him to 
take some tea, since he recoiled fröm any 
more sirbstantial nourishment. Whilst 
he drank it, she conversed with him upon 
the subject of bis self-üpbraidings, until by 
her pious consolations she soöthed him 
into a State of comparative tranquillity ; 
and then persuaded him to retire to bis 
pillow without further delay. 

Our heroine's next task was, to try her 
powers of persuäsive eloquence upon her 
beloved beiiefactress, to retreat to her bed, 
wben her hour for seeking repose arrived ; 
and to leave Lady Meliora solely to her 
care, and the faithfuUy attached Betty*&, 
But the moment Lady Derville was pre- 
"vailed upon to retire, Betty declared, in 
the most decided language of kindness and 
affection, *' that she would not allow Miss 
•Rosy to murdet herseif by sitting up all 
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ni j^t, after bei^g drfrwmi^d m tbe mooh 
ing. 

Lady Melior«^ altboui^ subdued by iq- 
disposition, could not restrain a SDiil« at 
her attendaot's mod« of expreasioi] ; a$ 
she faintly pronounced» ^' that certaiBty 
afler being droxvnded ia the monung, mur* 
dering herseif at night would be super- 
fluous; and therefore9 she too should in- 
«ist upon Rpsa^s going to bed^ who still 
would be in the same room witfa her,'* she 
Said, *' and therefore at band, to obey a 
prompt summons if required." 

As a sick Chamber is not one we by 
any means wjsh to eondemn our readers 
to, we shall not lead tbem to even a 
tenipcnrary sojourn in Lady Meliora's, 
whose attack turned out to be a scarlet 
fever, of so serious a nature. that Mr. 
Freecastle was compelled to require her 
ladyship's removal, lest the dissemiQation 
of theconsequentinfeetioa should bringruin 
upon bis hotek Accordingly to a lodgiDg^ 
house belonging toMr, Leech, who always 
bad several in requisitkwn fgr the a^ommo^ 
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dati<m of <iDu»try patients, was poor Lady 

Meliora renvoved» with every care and pre« 

CMition } attanded ta her oew residence by 

her attaehed young friend, and the faithful 

Betty : and as thk lodgiog, whix;h was the 

only one to be procured at that period 

of overflow, that would adorit a person in 

an infectious malady, could only accom* 

modate the patient and her nurses, the 

almost distracted Lady Derville was com« 

pelled to content herseif with apartments 

in a house precisely opposite, where, at 

a window, she could take her anxious sta« 

ti<Hi, and learn from signals how her dar- 

ling was going on ; who bad naade it hejc 

solemn request, that her grandmother and 

brothers should not be suffered to come 

near her; but leave her solely to the 

eare of those, who had already embarked 

in all the dangers of infection. As thi$ 

was also the solemp entreaty of the affec« 

tionate nurseS' them&elves, and enforced by 

the physicians, who all declared» ^^ the 

presence of Lady Derville, who had no 

command over her feelings, would only 

impede tbe f eepvery of their patient^" the 
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altnost heart-broken grandtnother sorrow« 
fully acquiesced; and ag there wm only 
just sufficient accommodation for herseif 
and Dermot in this small lodging, the 
rest of the family remained in Albemarle 
Street. - 

On the third day of Lady Meliora's 
illness, her hfe was despaired of ; and in 
all the anguish of her grief and anxiety, 
Rosa found poor Betty was infected, and 
bompelled to retire to her bed. Thus 
only to a -hireling nurse, who could not 
participate in her feelings, was she now to 
look for assistance in her task ; but in her 
bwn bosom she promptly found a host to 
aid her;. for the powers of afiection and 
gratitude are those that never faint> — that 
never weary, — that never slumber,— that 
never despond, — and, firm to their post, 
they nerved the exertions of Rosa» who 
unfalteringly watched day after day, and 
night after night, as tender mothers watch 
their dying ofispring ; only turning her 
eyes from her anxious vigil to supplicate 
aid from the AU-merciful, or to read with 
eager scrutiny the countenance of the 



ROSABELLA. 2S3 

alarmed physicians; who all unanimously 
decläred, when they at length pronounced 
their patient out of danger, ** that her 
rescue frotn deüath was to be ascribed, 
Under Heaven, to the terider, never-paus- 
ing, anxious, and judiciöus care of her affec- 
tionate fiiend/* 

But, even when the life of Lady Meh'ora 
was pronounced oüt of danger, the toil of 
Rosabella's ünfaltering attentions could not 
terminate ; for in her convalescent State 
^he required the most active unreniitting 
care. But the nerves of our heroine were 
new struhgy by the cheering ipresence of 
•hope,; still to perform her.duty unsubdued; 
and to bestow more personal attentfön 
upon the also convalescent Betty ; who, 
however, in her most anxious moments 
for the £sLte of her friend, this young vota- 
ry of tenddr benevolence took care should 
not be negleoted. 

Neitber, when Lady Mcliora. was pro^ 
nounced in ä fair way of recovery, was the 
interdict removed to the visits of her fa- 
mily, sinke infection still reigned ; but» 
wath necessary precautioüs, epist(^ry in« 
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tat courae was earried on ; and the adoring 
grandmother, at length> was daily blessed 
xvith a view from her window, of the atte- 
nuated form of her lately blooming and 
idolized grandchild. 

In these vis-d-vis Interviews, where the 
eloquence of action portrayed the feelings 
of the heart— 'which, for the first week, 
Lady Meliora could only sustain for a verj 
Short Intervall supported in the encircling 
arms of her friend — they soon remarked 
they had a new observer, in a male compa- 
nion of Lady DerviUe*s ; who at length, 
on perceiving he had caught their atten* 
tion, bowed to thera; when they recog- 
nized in him Captain Arundel, apparentiy 
improved in health ; and who, Lady Der- 
ville now informed them in her billets, was 
her daily visitor» and a'mongst the most 
nnxious inquirers for their heaith. 

And from that moment of reeognition 
toO| infinitely to the astonishment of our 
Heroine, Lady Meliora evinced the greatest 
anxiety relative to her appearänce, only 
submitting to put on such invalide dresses, 
M she considered becomiog to her. Rosa 



was at DO loss to ascribe all this solicitude 
for appearance, to a wish for exciting the 
admiration of her grandmother's visitor ; 
but her astonishment arose from Lady 
Meliora (who had allowed her voluntary 
attachme»t to Lord Montalbert to acquire 
such power, as to influence the wanderings 
of her faocy in the delirium of her fever,) 
bestowing a thought even upon the cap* 
tivAtion of any otber man. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Although the interdict to Lady Melioras 
restoration to her family was removed at 
length, she was not considered sufficiendy 
convalescent to fly from her medical at- 
tendants ; a fürnished house - in Sloane 
Street was therefore taken, as a judicious 
Situation for her, where she was given 
back to the arms of her grandmother and 
brothers ; whose tender reception of her 
proved more than the weak State of the 
poor invalide's nerves could well sustain^ 
particularly when the self-upbraidings of 
Lord Derville met her ear; and, bathed 
in tears, she returned their afFectionate 
embraces. 

The reception of Rosabella, after all the 
physicians had recounted of her part in 
the restoration of this adored child and be- 
loved sister — after all Lady Meliora had 
herseif written upon the subject, could not 
prove a cold one. Lady Derville clasped 
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her repeatedly to her bosom^ with . all the 
energy of her grateful feelings ; and kissed 
her a hundred tiraes, as she sbed her 
tears of thankful sensibility upon her bo- 
tom. Lord Derville too pressed her with 
grateful fervor to his bosom, as he pro- 
nounced her the preserver of his senses: 
but Charles, — ^he who one short month 
since would, with the impetuosity of bis 
ardent feelings, have been first in eager-. 
ness to evince his sensibility for her tender 
care of his sister, now only took her. band 
into his, that trembled, as its icy coldness 
chilled hers by the contact ; whilst. with 
quivering lip he attempted to articulate: 
but no sound could escape his lips ; and to 
the grief and dismay of our heroine, he 
with averted eyes rushed from the room. 
- Rosa attributed this reception o£ her^ 
and sudden retreat, to some fearful secret 
cause, of which the female she had seen 
with bim in the hackney-coach Was the 
source. — Lady Derville ascribed both to 
love for her protegee^ which subdued his 
firmness, in his joy at her escape from con- 
tagion i whilst Lady Meliora, alarmed at 
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his pale ch'eek and deject^ a^ct^ ex- 
clainred : 

« Oh ! w!iat can ail my brother ? Speak, 
teil me, Derville, is Charles ill T* 

" Of the bliie devils, certainly he is," 
replied Lord Derville. ** Upon mine ho^ 
nour, I begin to suspcct he has eent hii 
heart in the baggage of the Duchess of 
Oldenburg; for since his excursion after 
these royal meteots, I have observed the 
gentleman's spirits have all abscönded; 
and I have been scarcely öble to extract 
one Word an hour from his mute wor- 
ship.*' 

" Perhaps, anxiety for tne, during the 
period my life was menaced, made my dear 
Charles «ro duU a companion/' said Lady 
Meliora. 

No, faith,** retnrned his lordsbip; 
Mr. Monson's polar star managed better 
for him than that j even sparing him every 
particle of anxiety upon your account; 
since, having once expanded his wings, he 
flew from Oxford to Cambridge, and then 
soared on his new-fledged pinions of liber* 
ty to Portsmoath, ^to be in readiness to 
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reoeive the sovereigns there, wbom he then 
attended to their embarkation at Dover ; 
and during all that excursion, although he 
wrote to inform me of his health and safe« 
ty, he took good care never to favour me 
with his address; so that I could not 
inform him of your danger, whieh I should 
certainly eise have done/' 

*^ But surely Mn Freecastie could faavB 
conveyed your letter to him, since Chaiies 
ttiought It right to let him know where he 
was to be fbund/* 

** That form was no ionger necessary,** 
replied Lord Derville, ** since after your 
encountering that pugilistic trinket*%earer, 
at the opera, all the suits against Charles 
were withdrawn, in the vain hape of cond« 
liating Lord Bays water into forgetfiiluess 
of the Amazonas assault of his lordship/* 

•* But all this was so stränge,— so very, 
very singular in Charles, to go upon this 
tour without Consulting grandmama/' said 
Lady Mdiora, with a sigh of mingied re« 
gret and alarm at her brother's conduct. 

^* Alas ! my child/* said Lady Derville, 
*^ C3iarles has broken the chain that bound 
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him to the authority of bis guardlan ; and 
I have been too mucb subdued by my 
dire anxiety relative to you and your affec- 
tionate imperiled nurse, to take any ntiea- 
sures for recalling the truant toa recollec- 
tion of the power over him, with which his 
father's will invested me/* 

" And now, I fancy, madam, your at- 
tempts at recalling the gentlemah to his 
duty will proye frustraneous," said Mr, 
Sternham, who had until now sat in sollen 
silence, as Rosabella had, with firna dig- 
nity, repulsed his offered embrace of ten- 
der welcome to the family circle. " Mr. 
Monson has found associates, that will ini- 
tiate him into other lessons, than duty to 
his guardian." 

" How do you know, sir?" demanded 
Lord Derville fiercely, perceiving his ve« 
nerable grandmother becoming alarmingly 
pale. 

" Nay, my dear lord," responded Mr. 
Sternham, with a sycophantic smile, ** I 
knpw not apy thing absolutely : I only 
conjecture apprehensively, from his fre- 
quent and lengthened absence ; since. 
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whilst your lordship's engagements called 
you to Bryanstone Square, and Lady Dei^- 
ville was by her tender anxiety led away 
fromour diminished circle, Mr. Mon^onrare- 
ly ever honoured Mrs. 0*Dowd and myself 
with his Company more than at dinner; 
for, that ended, he left us to a tite d tite, 
unless we chose to break the xnonotpny 
of our evenings» by adjouming to my re- 
vered patroness^s lodgings, to ofier our 
poor consolations ; but there we never 
ionnA the gentleman upon that indispen- 
sably dutiful mission." 

Lady Meliora's spirits, weakened by re- 
Cent Indisposition, were become unusually 
susceptible, and she burst into an agony of 
tears» at this alarming account of her bro* 
ther ; which awakening all the tender anx« 
iety of her grandmother to soothe, mo- 
nopolized for the moment every thought 
from thrs fear*inspiring intelligence ; whilst 
Lord Derville, highly incensed at his pre« 
ceptor for this iU-timed history of his bro« 
ther, hesitated not to speak his qpinion of 
its unkindness and imprudence« 

<< More especially, sir/^ he added, 

VOL. III* M 
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n& these ^lärmifig liUi^idWas upati ^bksb 
you fiat^ awakeued, It ii» v^rf fM>ssftile, 
sk*^ Mr. K&HiM^ ti&wt ^ jfout sMkty 
to t&^ iftiiy otlN^ itssimatefi tot hk <mfi 
äifidotis tboughts) ^ i»l«l)€«igh Melioin 
iMs pr(tt6uli($«d ^«i i^f däng«r ^e he tt^ 
txmted ÜtoA lik «scciti^idii, het tender 
nHt^stK Was itct otBtt ^'dfliigar ^ iixfection;. 
smd to tty o^m C^ftein kno^i^ptedge, he 
has beeti Seen )^dfirg tbe «trtet for hows 
eftch e^^Biiing 1)«lbre -my mter'& lodg** 
ings.*' 

Liiötd DervMle, it) Im asixiety to Ktnove 
otae ^Atigger fmm Ihe «bosdm 40(f his ^aand- 
motf)« ffatfoogh thiB htviäioM iMim(atia& 
of knpMj^i^r UMOe^ten^ ^pimged iMnotbt» 
hfto il, hy this ti^tiitumy ^ef >hi8 bvotfatr*! 
tttnder ifi^^st 4br fSlke ^Ik^ <fi aossfeelfe ^ 
atod wMlsft 'ii»mt6tiliMli{ü}y iililictiiig 41^ 
wcmnfl, he M^Mlly didoMio^ed (be |daii «f 
Mr. SternliMsi, t^ cdtiväMe oirr h^mine 
Mr. Honflön lM^ö\ired 110 l^ooght upm 
befr; butKoon, l9fy :tbe «if{>MMkiii ö£ Im 
grandmothex^s eottttlüttfibiib/vrtfili «be iMry« 
ing titsts of lt«ttd>eUa^s ^JbtH^, Irh l<itd- 
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fthip awakened to a recoUection of bis 
inadverteoce ; and, in haste to turn the 
thonghtd ef all into aaotber «aurse, he 
changed the convefrsatkm to his own ex« 
pected happifiesB, throii^h his vaam with 
Mi^ Vaüdelure. 

*^ And, as oüe wedditig in a famüf 
is often the harbinger of an^er/' hecon« 
tinued smiüi^g, ^ you muGft teplenisb yotur 
looks, youiyg ladieis, as i^edily as possible ; 
fot you kdow not whait the fates may de- 
cree. And you have a famous cargo of 
fine thingft antk^atingly ready, Meliora ; 
since the momentthe Rassian and Prussian 
wondeps deseited our Island, your dress» 
'fliakers reeov^ed irom their idle mania; 
and such a reinfoit^ement of finery has 
poured in from all ibe venders of fashionsi 
that) oonduding your own banker will 
söarcely fi«d eash fbr your payments, I 
hstfB armnged for youf application to 

liady M(^)^ora ^a^ak foünd her feeltngs 
uttüisaidly titisteeptäb^ie, alid «ears began to 
itiW^ tAor^ tittoogh tbe infliiöiM^ of joy 
thfaü g>r«ti«aA6, for ^e first dawn d* geoa« 

H 2 



244 ftOSABELLA. 

rö$ity her eider brother had ever evincerf 
towards her; when Rosabella, aaxious to 
avert those tears, turned to a cheering 
theme, by exclaiming: 

" The subject of dress naturally reniinds 
me of our honey. Where can she in pos- 
sibility be, not to present herself amongst 
the first of good-nature*svotaries, to con- 
gratulate my dear Meligra upon her reco- 
very ? Surely she cannot fear us now ?" 

*' No, she is not afr^id of you/* replied 
Lord Derville; " but Captain 0*Dowd 
arrived yesterday, and they continue in 
Albemarle Street; however, they are to 
come and see you in the course of the day ; 
the one for introduction, the other to rave* 
of her Parisian costuTnCf of which the Cap- 
tain has brought her a freight/* 

** Derville," said Lady Meliora, whose 
tears were now dried by a suddenly im« 
bibed anxiety to learn tidings of a captive 
she flattered herseif she had enslaved, 
*^ Derville, you talked of one Wedding in a 
family sometimes proving the harbinger of 
others ; and I suspect you spoke thrdugh 
Delphic inspiratioQ ; and grandmama 
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be the next bride ; for Rosa and I can bear 
testimony of seeing her demure ladyship 
repeatedly tSte d tite^ at her obscure and 
secluded lodgings, with one of the two 
handsomest men in existence ; young, and 
a soldier too!*' 

** You mean Major Arundel — for he has 
been promoted— I conclude, child," said 
Lady Derville gravely, her prudish feelings 
now on the alert, to repel the degrading 
jest. ** Major Arundel, who kindly paid 
me many visits to inquire for you and 
Rosa for himself ; and for Rosa, at the 
particular desire of his uncle, Admiral 
Oakbury.'* 

** And there will be wedding the third T* 
exclaimed Lord Derville, smiling ; " for 
absolutely, I think, this gallant admiral has 
been taken captive on the flowing waters, 
by the prowess of your charms, Miss 
Blttshahella.** 

" Major Arundel has accompanied his 
uncle into the country for a few days," 
Said Lady Derville ; *' but on their return, 
I doubt not we shall see them ; for they 
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both seem mightily and suspiciously anx* 
ious about Miss Rosabella«" 

*^ What ! Major Arundel, grandmama ?" 
exdaimed Lady Meliora^ in a tone of eager- 
nessj^ accompanied by a blush that bstrayed 
anxiety. 

^ I am not in the gentleman's con- 
fidenee/' returned her ladyship^ in sudden 
reminiscence of ^eal for the prosperity 
of her chaplain's suit, repentant for having 
awakened any bope m the min^i of Rosa 
^ her captivation o£ a more eügiUe auitw 
Üuvn Mr. Stembaan ;, ^^ and eeitainly» tfa» 
anxiety he evinced &r the teroiinatioQ 
of your illness might have been exxrited 
by yonr iafluwuce», as weit as. by Rosa's.'^ 

Lady Me]icMca agjaia bhisb^da and looked 
pleased ; \irhilst she «aeatalky aspirated a 
wiah^ that her grandmother bad penetcated 
a little into the truct cause oftbat anxiety; 
and then, afler afew moments'padise» sbe said: 

*^ A'-fxopos of warriors. Who can teil 
me aught of one, to whom my gratitud« is 
debtor, Captaiu Hawk V 

** After the review ia Hyde Park, and 



all oth^r sQrvicea tO' l)e per ibrmed by tb« 
Toyal visitQTs»** rieplied Lord DerviUfSi 
^* Captaia HawJc w^a comp^Ußd to> a^ecnih 
pd^y bis fegioMirt iaio Surr^y.; but^MibMk 
he called with bis farewQl) i»qutiriQS|. bd 
Wked €^ obtaining )e$v;e of abaence» to 
€^oi»^ aad renaw tboM ui(|uiri(9a r^-tbougb 
l tvH^ M^liof a, you: b»N'^ »ot giyQ* bim 
%9fy eacQtira^jew^vil to^ en^u: npooi »ny wAid» 
9Q99^ oba^ aftw you/' 

^^ X tbao^ youjr k>r4»b%i for yovir AiA«^ 
nal ß^te$9^^ 9fud ll^ady Meliora^ eod^a- 
vommg, to Iwgk to e^Q^ tbe ooi^eeotr 
me«it of a UttlQ e»ibai:Fii3«»ißi}tb £^ivi^mi94 
by cQoaqiowaept,-"** fi)^ no <»ie.» bi^t $ 
Go*h of a bFoth^ woulfl diibi^.fiimy«iing 
woif^s^i 9k wiAd«gQOse/' 

Tb.« s^i^4^g ctf <ibe sfer^et^ddor kapcköT 
pro(^W«4 mtor«, ai^ imiQAd^ly 9A« 

Mi«u Q'Oowdr 90^ «pp^arod, ia IJbe 
Wg^. ff Fwmn &shifsmi iß. every peqyecit 
Vut ia t^ aSititotdiBt q£ bser bfnoet» wbicb 
^«a% «^6^3^? 9i 9tra«w a9ß« foc hei» h^ i 99A 
tbd moment 3be b«d «ff^ooat^y kwMi 
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and congratulated the two young friends^ 
just emancipated from the Chamber of 
dangerous sickness, she introduced her 
caro sposo to all whom he had not already 
been presented to. 

Captain 0*Dowd was about the age of 
his better half, and like her was a genuine 
Hibemian ; and that large portion of good 
temper and cheerful sunshine, his comely 
countenance portrayed^ was but reflected 
ikithfuUy from the serenity of his bosom. 

In his profession he was also the ge- 
nuine charäcter of it, valiant and humane, 
generous and careless ; as a foe to be fear- 
6d, as a friend to be loved ; yet., from hav- 
ing been sent a wild Irish boy from a pro» 
vincial school, to commence his career of 
life, far from the refining society of the 
female world, upon the wide expanse of 
ocean, his manners wanted that polish, 
which' the new maritime school presents 
with bürnish equalliiig äny other. Nor had 
nine years' captivity in France increased 
thbse refinements he entered that country 
defective in ; since the nation he had ever 
conquered at sea he held cheap on land } 
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attd as he considered the stock of French 
nobility and gentry either extinct or ba* 
nished, he proudly determined to acquire 
no habit of the mushroom race he was 
thrown amongst. Hence never did he battle 
upon the high seas with more invincible 
prowess, than he had done to prevent the 
natural vivacity of his own disposition 
from imbibing a particle of French fri- 
volity ; and in these nine years of uncon- 
querable hostility to Gallic gaiety» his own 
wild sprightliness häd mellowed down to 
pleasing cheerfulness. 

" My honey, dears !" Mrs. O'Dowd ex- 
olaimed, jthe moment she was seated, ^* this 
fian, though I was always tormenting you 
with my fears of his coming home to me in the 
form of a French monkey, is returned the 
most complete John or Paddy Bull in exist- 
ence; andwhatthinkyou? if Iwanthiscom* 
pany, I must trudge about on my feet with 
him, and not in my elegant landau I have 
bespoke ; as he pretends the French hum- 
bugs upon carriages have taught him anti* 
' pathy to the motion of one ; and this anti* 
patby, you must luiow, I suspect to be all 

M S 



dy pretetjce, to shake off my 3we^ sdci^ty-, 
that he may cbeer himaelf witb siome 
Frencfa mushroom, aU he^d,^ aod straight 
iKDCurving stem/' 

« AU head!" cried LwdDwvHte; «^s«^, 
toy madam^ this fit of appfehen$i.ve jeaWüisy 
has, I perceire» led you inta the opposit^ 
extreme of no head. Ay, tbis acccftUiks 
ibr your not exhibiting, with the rest of 
yoiir Parisian cosifcuine» that bonnet you 
displayed to me yesterday, HHitJb such tow« 
ering exultatioii» as tb<e v^y {Hnnade of 
fashion." 

Mrs. O'Dowd groaiied} the Captain 
smiled; aod Lady MeHora deshred to 
know^ ^ what aU this. äppareat grief oa 
one side, and inirth on tbe other, conftd 
posaäily mean?'* 

*^ You must kttow^ fidr lady,** Captain 
CHDowd replied, ^^ my better half ia so 
ooinpletely a sailor s wife^ in her passioa 
tot fiaery ^ and so enthuaiastic an adrpirer 
of foreign co&tnme ^ that to ptease her, I 
had a first-rate bonnet built ibr her, th« 
highest that ever was launehed ftom F^ 
nsian miUiner's dock; aad which» with 



WK^ ^äf^vltyj l conve^y^d safdy ta h^ 
This she did me the Imxkk %^ ^nakf 
m «XÄffB<feag|yi. tha* i^hei h^e^ i* *his 
meTflijiog, whj^u I i^vi^ ber t^t aco^ay^wy 
os^to Westminfiter Bridge» tQ t^Q h/offt. 
fe^ R^tkevbitkei» whfre I ^^d l^ujpii^ef^ 
F^ive to t^e orphan hoy oi a ktol; 4fl^ 
^^a^ed fi^Uow-pisoiiear of p>ine. We ^.9^ 
th^e^ the streig]i^ts c£ iält . J[A»ies>'a aii4 
West^t^t^c fasK>u(I(ya only .^^^iting soiaj^f 
sta^Qg and st^rtwgj^awl pdit^ely l^t m^lf ß 
ef 4i^i?e amazeviefttt at liehpiding. tb^ ibnni- 
d^bW casque ffom tl^e Ca^^^I^ ^Qlr^n^^«^ 
wbicb a gjant'ä substantia) peiikr-^aiiiimi oxJ^ 
couldi sustain u» Italy,— röodding-vwitb g^^^^ 
ful ease upon a fair gentlewqmfiiQ's^ be^dl ii^ 

tba coati^ of Barbary ; fov no^ ^oQQ^r biad 
liQ landed at^ Botberbil^^ th^in t^^ wbdi« 
^eci of sayages. $ame down u^^on i{i^, witii 
Uieir wa3r-h^pa amd.wild criß^iiif^ ^^ 
90 patery e»bihitiQH pv«r cc^ect^ a ^mh*^ 
twbiiteBt mob, «ip ^icHed a; ifi^r cpQjQ^t 
of graws» hoa<Si(f an4 ¥s8^, avd, Te^Miljng? 
of tbe F«enf b DoUy % awi, after 3qi$ver hr^ 
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mate, she got denominated * the iarred 
and feathered French Dolly/ 

^^ * My poor Dora !' said I, in the small 
voice of compunction, for having brought 
her into such a rough sea, ^ you must 
strike the French flag, and hoist an Eng- 
lish öne of truce at the first bonnet shop 
we descry ; for it will be better policy to 
change your colours, than to come in for a 
broadside from a missile weapon I see pre- 
paring for you — even a shower of mud.' 

" * Ah, my !' she exciaimed, capering 
from side to side of the pavement, in the 
most ludicrous dismay, gazing witb eyes 
distended by terror, all around, for a bon- 
tiet magazine. 

• " And now, her roving eyes obtaining 
a glimpse of the haven she coveted, diV 
daining the impeding ceremony of reserve, 
she unfurled her cambric petticoat as a. 
snainsail, and hoisted it over her Shoulders, 
Converting herseif into a white lily» to 
screen her Farisian dress from the pollution 
of missile wrath ; and scuddifig off with 
the rapidity of an Atalanta, took shelter 
in the bonnet harbour, wheh I'cöuldnot 



fot the 80ul of me forbear joining in the 
chorus of risibility, Struck up by tfae now 
merry multitude, who swore * her heels 
were as truly Gallic as her head/ 

** At length out the Dora säiled, her 
head»mast sporting a British ensigti ; atid, 
with a look of self-complacency, casting a 
glance around, tacitly proclaiming an ex- 
pectaticm of being graciously permitted to 
depart in peace; — ^but no such sneaking 
exit was admissible, for she now had i-en* 
dered herseif populär to John Bull, by 
submitting to bis national prejudices ; and 
now the din was changed to loud cheering^ 
and her three-times-three applauding escort 
never forsook hei', until, amid the most 
enthusiastic huzzas, she found safe moor- 
ing in the house of my late messmate's 
Äther," 

** And pray/' demanded Lady Meliora, 
" why did you not kindly contrive to.Iet 
•OS see this attractive iirst-rate, ere she was 
lost?" 

" Lost ! ! Ah, my ! my honey ! is it my 
elegant Farisian bonnet lost! No, no, I 
was not such a wild Irish goose as that. 
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ita^f<^ }«^ «t tut ^ hmnei ^o^-^^ \)fi 

" Ah, X)afa, »y pqot Iti^NEiejf i'* said Gaji- 
(;aip O'ö^wd, *• yo**. toöt .J^nrf ;-^hut, un- 
]|9W yoii: ksA di^patehed ü AhAms Mi]fN<& fiir 
itft rQinoyaly wHh a 9tff<»ig body gusurd, m- 

lV)t; eQame ^our eh»^»» of aeeing it 

. : ^f Ab^don'tlbmedbueUtiuiigaiiebshocfe- 
iQg äciMenfe^ AkrmoM ; ti^ b» thirowicgme 

vm: }i9^Q^ itoi that, G^^^hkiiKl ymii took me &k^ 
€ra^% to.-rr-yftky, my bwiey} woüM'iU I 
8^ it rnore^ Yoiti caimot t\^ük tbe dc^ 
(Qeat sboßkeepcrr, I hUi it jr ^Fge o^ 
wofiidd stt^l tbe bonnet c^ my head/' 

'^ As to that, I conclude you took it off 
y^ar owBr he»d^--"H«iwever, l think they 
W^y pTove oonaicicntiow subjedo. <^ the 
Te^lm» wb((» Qsiay iMod it over ta tbe reve* 
nue as a contraband commodity/^ 

" Dc^n't be frightj^isg ibe q^ of-my 
wli9< with your c^pers of bid«Giuai,&fi€3f^ 
AQw. Sum, you.k»o^> il cftunqi b« wiii^d» 
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V^^% |W4 yQU£ ^14^ tp t^ Uw$.f(M; er^vy 
3)11 ed jeiA bmught m^ from Frauen*" 

^^ Ay^ Dar^» \h^ how shoiüd tb^ kiKnr 

tbat ? A»d li>^](€i I wn procure «ty pror 
per vouchers to prove the fact» yow boapi- 
ne.t may be unrigg^j apd dispersad about 
LoitdQ0, in tweoty-ibur «iK»deiate-si«e4 
bonnets at lea$U'' 

^^ I declare, Alermoat» you make my 
very ilesb «rQep^ to listen to youx terfify- 
ing prognost.ic6 about my beautiful booi- 
neti apd I aball be w nervouß as poor 
Dpltttkr hova^, untU I aee her returs 
aalely wifcb it, to put me oncGi morq in 
bigb feskiher" 

^* But ahould ik ev«Q hav^^ «acape^ ji 
eoBfl€i^ntk>ua restitwtjon. to tbe rfxem^^ 
feplied tbo csiptaio» ^' tb^ carri^ge for itf 
coaveyaace bome^ mu»t ii^bitably bf 
oponed» to give . it oMe^ryr ^ aj^titd^ j 
wbeo b«cQa»ii)g vißible to tbe nmltiitudicv 
i¥ho we aJL know will use no cetemony 
in dimlttPg into tbe very veb^ele,. tö see 
what foreigner Madame Dolittle has got 
sitting by her, im tbe bigb plumed majesty 



«56 ROSABELLA. 

of State; and Heaven only knows what 
outrage disappoititttient niay ;excf{e; them 
to, on not findtng the Jaggernaut^, or the 
Great Mogul's chief Bramin, in - a pagoda 
of .feathers, as appearanees sanctioned 
them to expect/* ■ 

•* I do declare,'' exdauned Mrs. 0*Dowd, 
her countenance portrs^y ing a 1 udicrous com- 
mingling of real apprehension, and affected 
tribulation, ". you will either terrify me 
into a fever or ague, before the arrival of 
Doiittle to announce my fate/* 

** Which, I trust, may prove a happy 
one/' Said Lady Derville ; '* and that Mrs« 
Doiittle will, l)y the safe convoy of your 
treasure hörne, restore you to yourself j as 
I very much wish my old cheerful friend, 
Mrs« 0*Dowd, and her gallant caro sposo^ 
to give me the pleasure of their Company 
this day at dinner, to celebrate the reco* 
very of my grandaughter, the escape of 
my dear Rosa from infection» and the 
emancipation of both from quarantine/* 

" To prove to your ladyship with what 
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pleasure we accept your kind invitation^'^ 
Mrs. O'Dowd replied, " it was our mutual 
wish, that you would make us happy by 
desiring us to join your enfamlle party 
to-däy— 'Uot tliat we are yet become weary 
of looking out fbr those beauty-spoiling 
lines in each other's phizzes, which nine 
years' Separation have imprinted, to dismay 
US, aS' we altecnately gape at each other ;- 
bat because I want, by conversing ^th 
my yoüng friends, to find conviction of 
their being absolutely emancipated from 
the fangs of peril } and Alermont wants to 
fathoQi how hyperbolically 1 wrote, when 
I endeavoured to describe my prodigie^ 
of Ravenswood to him.'* 

At this moment Terry appeared with 
a parcel for Mrs. 0*Dowd, which he an- 
nouaced as having been brought by Mrs; 
Dolittle, who had it in her powef to allay 
all her mistress's apprehensions, by tidings 
öf the safe deposit of the I^arisian bön4[i^t>. 
pile at Mr. Freecastle's ; and after Mrs. 
O'Dowd had expressed the real räpture 
she experienced upon the occasion, aad 
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acted an amusing dißpUy of e^ea mcx^^ 
ahe, addresaiag Lady DervSle^ »aid«^ 

" Anticips^iiig tbe pleasure in stpre 
fiMc US of dining bese, l oid^sed iim 
Uttle parceL to be br<wght ta «le, 4«. I 
wus afixious to ddivier « few. to^fimopial 
keepsakeis Al^nosMMrt teia b«oiigHl you ^ 
bis ddiveraace from a mne yoars' boxid^ 
9ge ia France,. -~ or» aa I bsave sdways 
eaUed it> Gaul^ — fo« auch», my heaizt 
«vef persiated» 19 ks xi^ dootomi^av 
tioa." 

Captin CXDqwd beanudd ^ ^Mce of 
«ffeQtio9u>te f^we alt bia ^&» aa ä» 
spokcw ^hat i^i^m^. hw f«Q«fo, shs* had 
HO cause to compla» ^i tht inftttence d 
fiieiich &^ciQatio<i» 

Mt iww.pcew«t€i* QHG^ ^ tbß öwitHa 
Ämay wi& « buaiitiflil aiudteal triiJkÄ, 
WÄTvin^ QHi% foj^ ib^ j^ljg^^ CJ»rle«i 
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res» of naore cost and elegance, than she 
"ad ever been the posseasor of. 

^dy Derville made her acknowledg. 
"*®ot8, in a nuuiner suited to her age 
and dignity ; and Lord Derville expressed 
öis mosi; ^?atefully ; but the two youBg 
ladies proclaimed their thanka by an em- 
»*»atic kiM» whieh Captain O'Dowd ia- 
«tanüy daimed a» hk due j fot he said, 
n«» Qoti bis wife, bad been tbe pur- 
*^"aaer af the gewgaws.: he bad qqos* 
veyed tbem m sa&ty; and vbatever re* 

CQmpMfie they could jätend t^ wa». Ki» 
by equity.» 

** Then take tbem ftom your w^," sai^ 
I-a^y Melioza, bughiiig, *♦ to wbom tkv«^ 
w«re givea. in trust for you." 

•* No, Qo^ »o,'» he replied, *• the n^^ 
*«■ must come pure fron» its soure^ ^»^ 
when Lady MeliüKa, inthcwt fiurtbev -p^ 
Jey, aUoved bin» Us- demand^ and. ^^*'' 
sabella, in the perfeet innocence «rf* K^ 
gratefiü heart, fbilawetd the acqiMe^^^^* 
example of her friend,. to the veUeiw^*** 
ire of Mr. Stemhaoa^ whtj cast a fiT^^*** 
iook upon tbem hQth,. s»s. he ra^lt^te 1*^*?* 
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anathemas, *' upon the licentious latitude 
of the age— the infectious libertinism of 
the metropolis, which had thus so glar- 
ingly corrupted that prudent reserve of 
conduct they had arrived adorned with 
from their uncontaminated home." 

** But, most censorious sir !" exclaim- 
ed Lady Meliora, turning archly round 
to him, having heard all of his muttered * 
philippic, ** I could not display my cloven 
foot of licentiousness in that home ; — 
since, whom had I ta give my balmy kisses 
to, but you or Cöriblly?— You would have 
spurned at them ; and to Conolly, the 
pride of my .house could not stoop ; — 
whilst as to Rosa,-r-she indeed, to a cer- 
tainty, may be accused of having allow- 
cd the licentious breath of this wicked 
metropolis to corrupt her ; — ör probably 
the libertinism of Captain O^Dowd ; — 
since her prudent reserve at Ravenswood 
Was assuredly voluntary, she having tempta- 
tions there that I lacked; for two ex- 
tremely fascinating young men, who were 
not her brothers, were alivays at band, 
and very ready to receive her caresses j 
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dnd besides too, her wings were sometimes 
expatided ; and she could climb rocks» 
and encounter vile sharpers, to put things 
into her innocent head^ not exactly suited 
to meetyoür approbation." , 

The alwayp sallow cheek of Mr. Stern^ 
ham ; Uaiached to a more ;ghastly hue } 
and with a disturibed look, that seemed 
to betray apprehension, he started from 
bis seat, and precipitately lefl the room } 
whilst poor Rosabella changed to the 
pale aspect of death, as her sad heart 
sickened at the retrospection this allu- 
sion of her friend had awakened ; and 
luckily for her, the flight of her unge- 
nial suitor secured her emotion from 
Observation. 

Hey day 1" l^dy Meliora exclaimed, 

vhy surely, our sage preceptor must have 
been some consociate of that aforesaid 
sharper, who, by bis dismaying account, 
came about Ravenswood to kidnap poor 
me } and lie fears, from my innuendoes, 
thjit I have detected him." 
:*« Or rather,*' said Lord DerviUe, 
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■' he IiM detected lfhi»-^by hh jeäloasy 
dtibbed^^sharper in dwigm upon Rosti, 
i?hich your innuetidoes liave tiaught him 
to ftar ^fae has discover ed. «^-^ Ccnne, 
Rosa, help us to unravel th» myvteiy. 
TeH US idl yoa know or susped thout 
this fotffiidable ^airper. Did yoB come 
at hls name, ^ at leafit» bis ^t(mi lAf 
guetre?^ 

"^ T-e-s,^' «aid Rosa, afl^cting a litde 
cough, to conceal tbe fakering of het 
voice ; •* he— *he is kl tfce arfflj, Lort Deiv 
vilie, and not a i^hai^r, as Mr. Stemham 
reported bim.** 

*« He migbt report ^rroiieotisÄy ^ tr^l 
as Mr. Stembam, my dear/' said Lady 
DerviUe. 

^< Bat was tbis assettkm of bis tttiKtary 
öbaracter menely bis own ?** d^emainded 
Lord DervAle. 

^ Nbt merdy,** responded R«sa : «* li^ 
is tbe iirtimate fAti&di igHlb. TVetteb, mnI 
of CsiptfÜb OvH^; and I laet hiiii> as dr 
bigbly esteemed gnest, In ^6 iiOoi4^ 
the lattef at Myrtte'ft TowÄ.*^ 



«* ¥«1 mtftt Ät Myrtte's Town! An 
iamafife wlth you at Gfiqptain Gore's!** 
Msd laAy I>erville, her eyes tiow sud« 
denly opening to a belief, that here was 
a Solution to all her protegie^s sadly 
altered aspect and spirits} and a balm 
to assuage every apprehensive pang, re- 
lative to any design upon the heart of 
Mr. Monsonj and, aller gazing a few 
moments scrutinizingly at Rosa, she 
added, in the subdued voice of pitying 
kindness — 

** Go, my love, with your beautiful 
gift^ to your room to secure it from 
soily through too rauch manual inspec- 
tion ; as the knocker has performed the 
part of herald to some visitors/' 

Lady Derville feit no longer a doubt, 
that this man had purloined the heart 
of Rosa ; and, now her fear for the en- 
tanglement of her grandson was suspend- 
ed» the most tender pity sprung up in 
her bosom, for what she believed to 
be tbe unpropitious attachment of her 
j^otegie^ whom she devised this ex-* 
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ciiBe for sending out of the room, to 
recover her firmnessj aud elude the eye 
of further detection of her hopelesi 
love. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Th£ knock at the door häd been the faaf'- 
binger of Charles Monson, who, in his 
ascent of the stair-case, catching a glimpse 
of Rosabella above him, darted after her ; 
and, witb all the trepidation of power- 
ful emotion, put a small parcel into her 
band, which, as fie closed it on his pre- 
sentation, he pressed with trembling energy 
to his lips, to his heart ; and then made a 
precipitate deseent to the dining rooni^ 
where he inclosed himself as secure from 
Interruption at that hour, to endeavöur to 
renovate his subdued composure, ere bf 
should present himself before his grand* 
mothen 

Rosabella instantly retreated to im 
Chamber; but the distressing emotion, aad 
almost wild deispair of Mr.Monsbn's äspect, 
suspended every thought of her öwn indi> 
vidual misery, that had fiUed her bosoia 

VOL. III. ^ 
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when shö had quitted the drawing room ; 
and ere she had time to ei^plore the parcel 
thus afFectingly given to her, tears of syra- 
pathy, for whatever grief it might be which 
so unhinged« him, burftt from her eyes. 
This however, for hia sake, she resolutely 
stroye to vanquisb, in her apprehension of 
Lady Meliora's finding her.weeping ; who^ 
by natural inquirie^ relative to tbe cause, 
might pose her how to answer, without 
awak^ing suspicion of their being tears 
of sympathy. 

At length, as she held the parcel, per- 
i^e^vtng it contained a billet, a& well as a 
amäU.leatliern cas^, she hastily qp^aed tbe 
former, and read*?- 

*1 AccEi>T, ineatimabte Rosa, the accom* 
^nyiDg bauble, which contains. hair of all 
diose individuals, from whose hearts you 
averted the dire wound of that. arraw, 
which hüng. su^en^ed over the. life of 
Meliora Monspn. It is an offeripg, Rosa, 
fbDm the gratitude of bim> who, in defiance 
of every inauspiciousfrow% wouldlay his 
now completely vanquished heart at y<>ur 
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feet, had liot crael Dbstiny intervened 
with its interdicting: voice : for through 
my oMm puerile fdly-^the imbecility of 
mj fetal inexperience, I have rai^i up ä 
dine faarrier betweeü us, tfaat notfaihg sbort 
drmijracle can Ttmoam. 

^^ Oh^ Rosai» dear bc^v^ed Rosä! e^tf 
but: a fbw dai^s: sinee t^ hojie glowed^ 
brightly in my bosom of obtaihitig yoii 
formy life's Messing ; bnt every hope is 
now bHgfatedy in the bosom of ■■' ■■ ■ ■ 
*^ Yonr adoring; 

" wretdied fri^d, 

" Charles Mo^isoKi'^ 

Agadn, and again; Roßabella p^rused^ 
this aiarming hillet ;. and her tears, whieh 
a few moments before had fliDwed in syin- 
patfay for the distress of Mr. Motion, now 
seemed frozen at their sonrce, by that ap* 
prehensive terrar, which had oonveyed its> 
icy Chili thorough the sad belief, that Charles'' 
—her belöved as a brother, Charles — the; 
champioa of her childhood,*^the friend of 
her riper years, had iindone himself by 
marriage,— had been drawn in by art aad 

N 2 
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villany, which bis inexperience could 
not parry, to wed unworthily. As she 
wrung her hands in agony at this supposi«* 
tion, a ray of consolation suddenly pre- 
sented itself through the sentence in his 
billet, which declaied, " that nothing 
Short of miracle could remgve the barrier 
he had placed between them ;" — for, had 
the only barrier between them been a wife, 
that required no miracle to remove ; since 
to die was no miracle, and death was pos* 
sible for the dissolution of wedlock's bonds. 
But now, by this recoUection convinced, 
that marriage was not the source of his 
undoing, she found herseif thrown on the 
deserts of harren conjecture for what had 
caused the distress of Charles Monson; 

At kngth, through the aid of diligenüy 
toiled for firmness, Rosabella found herseif 
equal to the task of appearing before the 
observers in the drawing-room ; but, as 
she was preparing to descend for this pur« 
pose, she recollected the väried conflicts 
of her mind had yet prevented the in- 
spection of her recent gift. On openitig 
the case to explore its Contents, she per- 
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ceived it indeed a gift, that bore ample 
testimony to the gratitude of the donor : 
for she found a row of very fine pearls for 
the neck, to which was suspended a dia^ 
mond Maltese cross— small, but brilliant; 
at the back of which was set a lock of 
Lady and Lord Derville's and Mr.Mon- 
son's hair, platted, and surmounted by a 
motto eloquently expressive of the sense 
Charles had of their united Obligation to 
the affisctionate Rosabella. 
' The beauty of this gift, and the grati- 
tude it awakened, first monopolized every 
tfaought of Rosabella; but soon a Sensa- 
tion of painful, alarm superseded herf 
pleasing contemplations ; for the question 
fluddenly suggested itself, of how Charles 
could, in possibility, afford to make her 
such an offering, after his late present of 
pearls to his sister, and whilst he was 
embarked in the expenses of Londoti. 
The apprehension of his having incurred a 
debt, to evince his gratitude to her, for 
merely endeavouring, as she pursued the 
Impulse of affection, to repay some of the 
incalculable obligations she owed the Der-^ 
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vjtte family^ bow filled her bösom witb 
dif^iaM^j ; yet it was a wbject af too mucbr 
dts^eacy to preaiun^ to i^eak ,^i$ipoii to 
Charlies. Hawreyer^ as she had delenmned 
U> sbow to her benefactcees ibe present ctf 
bfo^ gcandison^ ^he l^ru^ed, if jber ladydbiip's 
&ar9 wßr^ eiqiiiaUy .awakened, ^be wouU 
i9ak.e every pro|i(sr mqv&ry ; when» if ne- 
cm^Yf tl)^ giift migbt be saenficed to 
dim^i^ at Uaait tbe ^xi^nt of bis ii>ii»ii- 
dence : and to tljis ii^esiuouwciss aod i^ 
iipf^ tow^ards her beloved pr0tecü'e8s $he 
p^<Ci^vied 119 impßdiQg intexdict» «ace Mr« 
MQ^apn wpuld 9i9l; bave givea her so sü- 
perb ai]i prBaJBeat, bad he not iotended ehe 
sjipuld w^ar it ; aod its haviog beeo enricbed 
by ß lock of Lady Derville 8 hair proved 
bar ladyslup wa^s in tbe aecret of bis me- 
ditating 8Pma o&ring of bi^ gratitude to 
her, 

Charles had been almost as guccefisful as 
ßoßab^lla in remanding bis firmness to its 
itatioQ; th^y tberefoie both appeared at 
dinner mth no trace visible» to tbe eye of 
comtnon Observation, of the sadness of 
tbeir heartfi, save in theirfaded blooni» and. 



kl the äbfsence cff their yriövked sjÄrkfing 
ännnatiah : T>at the an^iou^ 1/ady DerviÄö 
was fit) cörhrtton observe?r, afnd cleaWy fehlö 
pfeifetrated, thät both Were mentälly fniseir« 
ablej ättd, as she noW telieVcid h*ir j)r^o- 
tif^Se hvtä Tto dösign iipoü the fc^rt öf her 
^äihdsott, sKe pitied both ßrr tHe hopeleS§u 
Ääte öf f hetr attÄchmeiit. For that Tk;O^B,*i 
Was hopilesi ^e coiicfridöd fioAi its feflfeöfc^ 
and that Charles'* \rafe so, the pre-öecupai 
tüoti of Rosa's heärt iniforiAieÄ her^ ahtt 
^eeuliar Idndness in Her atteütioös tö fiäth 
^as the cohaequetice öfthat commisi^k^i^fciöU. 

In defidiice of the Wäry watchfii^^iess öf 
Mr. Steftaham, Ros!abella proctired a mo« 
fiietitary opportünity tö thank Chäirleis föf 
kis gift ; and to iknplore hiiü Ho iihpaft tö 
her the source öf his distress; 

«^ Oh! it is öothiiig— nothing, Hoid/» 
he repliedi ^ith the catchihg resfiiiratiött 
ef extreiiie ejhotion : ** Time s'teaJs froö 
every söirowj atid time can rie'cohcills uÄ 
to the bitlerest disappöinttoentsi*' 

" Alas ! why not conjSde whatevfer Ihui 
oppresses you to Lady Derville ? yöu can* 
liot surely häve a truer frieöd;" 
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** Shje could not be competent to advise, 

whose education of me has been one System 

of error. Had I been reared for this life 

as the ordeal for another ; and not, as iff 

like the unspphisticated babe, the mantle 

qf xny innocence was to prove my talis- 

man — my preservation from offence, and 

^hield of defence, — I had escaped the 

present misery I endure : — but the seif- 

sufficiency of home-nurtured arrogauce has 

been humbled« I, who believed myself 

superior in intellect to the little world of 

circumscription that I lived in, have been 

led to discover myself a blind, a credulous 

fool; and, for my folly, I must smart in 

i|ilent repentance, until the hour arrives 

>¥hen I must reveal it to the world. But, 

be comforted for me, dear Rosa. In a few 

days I shall be more reconciled to my hum- 

bled fate : and — and if you never address 

pie in the voice of your niagically subduing 

kindness — never turn your pitying glance 

upon me ; even to my blasted hope of happi- 

pess with you, I may in time become, 

perhaps, resigned." 

Rosa, now hastily turned from him to 
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conceal how much she sympathized in his 
distress; but, as she did so, sofUy arti- 
culated^ — 

** Have you forgotten Major Arundel? 
He was a man you once thought worthy 
o£ your firiendship. Seek him out on his 
return to town, and give him your füll 
confidence." 

Just at this moment a loud bombard- 
ment of the street-door proclaiined the 
arrival of fashionable. visitors, and-* Miss 
Vandelure and Miss Acres immediately 
i^peared; the former, as she always 
was, adorned with smiles^ and every en- 
chantment of seductive sweetness and 
beauty ; the latter, restored to good 
temper, and overwhelmingly loaded with 
eyery allurement to play off against the 
heart of Mr« Monson, whom she consider- 
ed transcendently handsome, and far — far 
beyond his brother, although an earl's Co- 
ronet held its ponderous weight an the 
Scale against him. 

As Mr. Foxcraft was the escort of these 
young ladies to Sloane Street, the two 
small drawing-rooms of this small house— 

N S 
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taken by Lady Derville, for itii airy situ»« 
tion, upon her grandangbtei*» accoont-*« 
were now as well filled with guevb as* 
anxiety fbr her belovvd Meliora's bealth 
allowed bef ti> w»h ; it was tberelbre no 
rource af pleaeure te Lady DcfvilJe, wben, 
sfaertly after, Lady Wileniore and Mis» 
Standard were announced, witb Captain 
Standard, wbo held a Company m a secood 
battalkm of mfantry, in expeetatioxv of 
being Hnmediately didbafrded, and whom 
bis maneeuvring annt bad bi'ougbt upon 
tbe promlsing hope of mbdimig tbe beart 
of Lady MeBora, to^ eke out bi» bdÜf^y 
by her thcusands« 

Lady Wilemore, lest her speeulMifng' 
pupposre shoiiM be developed, soon aÄer 
sbe was aeate^ endeavoured to^ mabe it 
appear it was merefy aceidental her airival 
in Stoane Street ^ having, sbe »aid^ gone 
to I^^eecästleV to pass an bowr witb her 
honey, to congratulate her qn the retur» 
öf her Trafalgar hero, she bad heard sbet 
was gone to Lady DerviHe'a, wbere, as 
there conld be afforded her additional pfca^ 
sure in an extent of grattrlation^ she-had^ftf. 
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]e#ed her d^är hotife^, tö|)tx)claiM hei* heart 
ihspired pftitici^firtio« iri all thät CdtUri^ 
buied to the häp^n^ss df tfa^ päfty ä£fö6fii- 
bted ; ffäd th^a volubly proheüiiGfed^ asr a 
fact, her fiat, sfainped äs itieöütrdV€rtibie, 
tbat Lady Meliora lookäd divkiefy aflar 
ber receiit fU^esa, and Miss !l^r6deri^k d^<^ 
plorably from her cörifmement : bttt, .örd 
3^ äcqiiiciis(eeBce' et disseat iü t'hese s^üti- 
ifieiits ceuld be öffäred, Lady Ylo^^etA^nr 
i^aä annoünced, a^d cmtered dplendtdljr 
and beäutlfiilly äff ifed itit the Ffitiü^e Re- 
genf s nls^riifi^eHt ball. 

Lady FlotirerdeWs cöngi^attulaüohs tö 
Lady Meliora upoA her recovery ^ere äoI 
löerely thoste öf pdliteAess, för they wfere 
sJso kmd ; whiist, to Roiäab^ftta, her gralnii* 
lationä upoii her doiübte egöape fi'ofh ü 
^atery grave, and from an infectiouis ülnedl^ 
wore the stronger eiiergy of afi^ction. 

•* Äut you must krioW/* Said her lady* 
ship, sooil aft^r she was seatedy '' that 
poor Ma|or Arundel is beginning to fefel a 
serious alarm upon your account» fair Lady 
Rosabelläj through tH^ ati^ong symptomi 
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arisiDg about Admiral Oakbury, of häving 
&ljen as many fatboms deep in love with 
you as your party feil into the Thames." 
:. " So then,*' exclaimed Lady Derville, 
^* you wefe upset in the water, and I but 
just escaped losing my children. — OhI 
Mrs. O'Dowd ! — Oh, Mr. Stemham 1. why 
4id you dQceive me ?'* 

« Why ?*' replied Mrs. O'Dowd,—« be- 
e^ude, my honey, you are so palpable a 
coward, where these brats of yours are 
concerned^ that there was no use, by aog- 
menting your love, ^ through the dangers 
they had braved/ to infect you with the 
hydrophobia upon .their account." 

^^ Pray do not let us talk any more about 
that unpropitious day/' said Rosa» hastily, 
on perceiving t&trs strayitig down the 
cheeks of Lady Derville, and Lord Der- 
ville with aspect portraying horror and 
remorse }. ** but do, pray, allow poor Lady 
Meliora, and myself, to learn something 
of what bas been passing in the World, 
while we have been out of it. Pray wben 
i^ the Jete in the park& to be given ?** 
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; " I ädmirie excessively your starting a 
topic, you artful Rosa, tON prevent our 
being more fuUy informed of tbis gallant 
admirars passion for you/' said Lady Me- 
liof a, gaily ; wbo, all anxiety to learn the 
exact nature of the alarm Major Arundel 
was beginning to experience upon her 
friend's account, resolved to manoeüvre 
for the gratification of her curiosity. " So 
now do, that is a dear Lady Flowerdew, 
teil US what Major Arundel apprehends.*' 

" Why, he says," replied Lady Flower- 
dew, smiling, ^* that he apprehends bis 
hopes, as presumptive heir to Admiral 
Oakbury, may be deÄroyed by the potent 
charms of an enchantress: but I rather 
suspect his ingenuousuess upon tbis asser- 
tion, and that his apprehensions have an- 
other basis, relative to the destruction of 
bis hopes, through the admiraVs superior 
attractions. But, however it may be, I 
I have bad a petition presented to me, for 
obtaining for sooie individuals a little deli* 
cious treat of this young sorcetess'» so* 
ciety ; and, as my own wishes are amongdt 
the petitioners, I trugt Lady Derville will 



Hindl^ ftlldw < th6 int^fmÜflginv^iA^ äüd 
the tcttde* nürse/ whö, by äö I cäb 
hear$ both deal in tueigiö 8][)el)S, to pas9 
from Saturday to Mütiääy tkett With m^ at 
Wimbledon; ftnd ^veti c^bott a^ thafc pe^ 
riod iä,— cii'CiHÄigieriböd by ttiy lo^d^s p^o- 
fraet^d parlkktietitary attendance, and iny 
engageifietit» in toWn^ through fhii^ eveN 
tasting winteif j— it tti«y pi^otö ot serViee W 
ftlie f^r invalide.'' 

Lady Meliorä^ l^ho iinpatieääy loäged 
tö difl^over whkb had fascinai^d the hand- 
ilönie atnd etegant ifiajfot most>-^tbe intef^ 
e^ing kkv^ide er nurs^^ n^äde ki^wA, by 
sign^h to her gran^bi^tber» that H was 
her wisb to RaVe tbiä invilatiön acäepted. 
AGCördingljy^ with all dne eourtesy, it was 
s^, to the iöftöte chagrin of Lady Wüe- 
more, nthose speCulätioi» for C!aptain 
Standard \^ete thi'eatened witfe c^verthrow 
through thh VisiV^ where, she donbf ed not, 
in- addif ion to thiä för äiidable iht^ty Lord 
Williactü Röntlöt^n^ Would also hey besides, 
too, she bad Wanfed to* mänefeüvre' for bei^ 
^fliece Alinda to» be trivited ön thfe party, 
andr no^ sh^ vras- tfeiPSnttly afraidf her excitt^ 



sion Wftd ügwed ; y^» determiued to know 
i£ she mu8t relinquish all hope, she de«' 
manded from her dear friend— -^^ If her 
party at Wimbledoa wus b> be naineroua 
that week ?'' 

" Ab otterfldw," aiurwered Lady Flower«' 
dew, ^ or my iovitation bad not beea 
limited merely to the young ladieg of tbw 
f^ily : bpt, at some fcituffe day, I trust I 
shall have the rery gtewt pleaBure of peri^ 
formitig' Mirs. Qirickly to all this hooie at 
Wimbledon, and my lumey deav and her 
caro sposoJ* 

'^ Yoit misst take care then, dear Lady 
MAwv^r^ Said Lady Wflemore» affecting. 
a^ i^ne of deep inteve^t fw her, <^ and iiot 
allow the teaiptation ef so lorge and gssy ^ 
party to^Dsad y(m kito impvudences incom-* 
patible with yoiur present delicate State of 
health. Indeedl, yoa ougbt to get an act 
of pacliaAnient for enchaining Alsnda by 
your side, as your talisman, — your amolet,« 
she i9 so tuender and aAtenti^e to evei^ otie 
who is out of Health ; amd, so prudent>3 
^e n€ver ceases reminding t*«» to? ber 
oartlbL"^ 
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*' Oh, but I should rather pro6ure a de- 
cree in parliament for keeping off prudent 
interposers ready to call me to order, whea 
the evil was in me to transgress/' replied 
Lady Meliora» smiling; *^ but grand- 
mama, I dare say, would very much like 
to lay an embargo upon Miss Standard» 
and send her with me to Wimbledon, de- 
posited in my ridicule» as ventriloquists 
seem to do their small voiced respöndent 
in their pocket, to perform for me the 
tender and attentive part of the kind Miss 
Prudence." 

"But, Oh, la!** cried the pert Miss 
Acres, who now feit she exceedingly 
abominated Miss Standard ; because she 
detected her in the same design upon tbe 
heart of Mr. Monson that she had formed, 
•^^^ it would not be playing Miss Standard 
&ir, to have her amazing perfections ridU 
cukd ; nor would she agree to having them 
incased out of view." 

" If I make a display of any counterfelt 
ones, they deserve to be incased in as se? 
vere a cönfinement as Miss Acres can 
sentence them to," replied Miss Standard, 
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in the soft melting voice of speculating 
mildness : *^ and then, it ivill be as severe 
as my most malignant foe could wish-so 
very potent is the wit ofthat young lady." 

** La !*' exclaimed Miss Acres, affect- 
ihg the roost ludicrous Start and stare of 
astonishment, " have you a foe ? Why, I 
thought every one doted upon you. I am 
sure the evening I happened to go in the 
same coach with you, from Sir Peter 
Style's to the Opera, I counted, in the 
distance from Arlington Street to the 
Haymarket, one and thirty personages, of 
all ages and ranks, you informed us, doted 
on you, beside the Mayor and Corpora- 
tion of the City of , with the Ca- 
nons and Minor Canons, and the Dean 
and Chapter, who dubbed you their Stand- 
ard of Perfection/' 

** Really Miss, a-r-a," said Lady Wile- 
more, indignantly ; and forgetting her 
name, to evince her contempt ; " I may 
take it upon me, Miss Plowman, to affirm 
what my niece's modesty will not allow 
her to boast, that she has not a foe in the 
World ; unless, indeed, envy should tran&- 
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form dorne ydung misses, Who possess not 
her merit, intö foei», Misis Teaifi." 

" Bat I dont betong to thät Team," 
retorted the undaunted beiresis, ^' since I 
bave estabU^ed ä mle, wfaich I shall 
bot infiinge för three years sod a balf,-^ 
not untn I arrive at tbat grand climacteric 
of discretion, tbat will set my parisb bells 
a ringing^ and all my tenants dancing for 
]oyj at my being at last old enough to 
guide mysdf $ and tbat tö» never to envy 
any one who bas faobbled out of tbe magic 
circle of juvenility. Talking öf tbat re- 
liiinds me» Louisa Yandelure, of bo w mucb 
I wonder Mrs. AUwortby does not per^ 
suade a o^rtain inmate of öur raansion to 
lemember she bas been on sale tbese fbur 
y^ars. Four dreary long wintert in tx>wn 
on sale, and no bidders !— ^nd yiet, on tbe 
forlorn bope, dances and dresses like a 
girl ; and cboo&ing quite to make a forget 
of ber having entered«. the first class of 
despairing spinstefs^ Bat, upoo my word, 
those growing antiques of five and twenty 
ye&rs experience are often tob mäny for 
US chitt» wbo bave önly youth and its at- 
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tendant atttftctionas for o(ir weapoßs, and 
Jockey -hs ont of the atteqtioas of very 
inexperienced greenliorns ; for, as to men ' 
who know the world, thosfe füll blowns 
dflnt take with them ; they, as warnen of 
finhixMi serve tbetr drapery, tkrow them by 
when t^iBir claim to novelty is past." 

^ And, pray Miss Acres/' demanded 
Lord ]>erviMe9 rery gravcly» ** shall you 
not 9traggjke a litde agidnst this severe de* 
tree of juvenile decision, when you arrive 
at the antiquity of five and twenty ?" 

" Oh, I shall kick monstrously, — or, I 
mean, I should^ were I of that luckless 
race of inevitable spinsters; but I shall 
wear my years as my passport to uncir* 
cumscribed flirtations, for I shall indu- 
bitably be married, and wives and widows 
are privileged to flirt and dance, and to be 
noticed, without ignominy to a man*s taste, 
to the end of the chapter of life." 

And now, this pert country miss, ex- 
ported to London by her guardian, to be 
transformed into a fine lady, to match 
^^ghly> in Proportion to the magnitude of 
her wealth, bounded off to the pianoforte } 
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and, darting an invidious look at Miss 
Standard, commenced the song oß — 

* Nobody Coming to many me.' 

Lady Flowerdew, having another Visit 
to make ere she proceeded to Carlton 
House, the moment Miss Acres com- 
menced her yoluntary, arose to go ; and» 
by her inopportune departure, destroyed 
the efiect of this intended display of Comic 
powers. . 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Almost immediately after the departure of 
Lady Flowerdew, Mrs. AUworthy's coach 
arrived, to convey her young inmates to a 
ball ; and as Lord Derville had obtained a 
ticket to it, in compliment to Miss Vande- 
Iure ; — since the favour his lordship stood 
in with this admired heiress was beginning 
to be talked oF,— he therefore took his 
leave with them ; änd these departures 
were shortly succeeded by all of Lady 
Derville viiitors ; when almost imxnediate-. 
ly after, the remaining ^oup separated; 
Lady Meliora, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Sterne 
ham to retire for the night, Lady Der- 
ville to give a requeated audience to Rosa- 
bella« 

" This, madam/' said Rosa, putting the 
present of Charles into the band of his 
grandmother, " is a gift frora Mr. Monson 
to me; and by its value being enhanced 
through your hair contributing to its worth. 
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I must suppose you knew of bis intended 
goodness to me ; bat ere I could consider 
it as my own, I feit it my duty to learn 
your wishes upon the subjeot of my ac- 
cepting it : — more particularly, as its cost^ 
lineas amy perbaps render it au oroament 
not eicactly suited for me." 

Lady Derville, like her protegee^ feit 

astoDishment at the value of thia gift; 

and» like ber, the apprehension suggested 

itself Qjf bow it had been obtained. But 

tfais suspicion shö confined: to her own 

bosom j and altfaough it inflicted furtber 

pangs of commiseraüou upon ber beart» 

tbrough convictiou of bow seriously Charles 

must love to induoe htm^ wIm- possessed 

such iimately bonourahle principles, to 

»cur a debt he bad no prospect speedily 

to pay ; yet, for once since the influence 

^f Mr. Sfcemhaift bad prevailed, acting 

from the inspfrations of her own bosom, 

«he wiselydetermined to make m> comment 

tohim upoathesubjectrfbisimprudencej 

^ simply to present hift au tbo: morrow 

acc^t ^^^ """^^^ "P^'^ ^^^ Banker, 
^^^^ompanied by her desire to. fiU it up 
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with the cost of the aodable and deserving 
RosabeüaV CF0SS9 5^c« 
. And thifi. resolution formed, ahe took 
the preaent from its case» and clasped 
it around oui\ heroine's neck, and: sß . she 
kissed: her witii the affectian o£ formet 
tiraesy bid her \Kear it, far the sake of 
those.she had eonferred an obliga^on 
upon, that baubles could not repay« 

*^ My token of gratitude,** her ladyship 
continued, taking a. folded paper fbom a 
drawer, " you will find here^ The Hiom* 
iog after Meliora's physicians, declared 
her out of danger, and proaounced tiie 
large share you had in the pcomo^ion of 
her recovery, I caused this . dfeed to . he 
drawa out, to secure to you for. life on^d 
hundred poundsv per annum; whiob I 
have only waited a fair opportuoity to pre*« 

sent.'^ 

The effect this unexpected kindnes^.had 
upon. our heroine's* susceptihie feelihg^ 
was to draw forth a flood of tears; not 
perhaps so much tears ofgratitude for tbi» 
unexpected security from« poverty througb 
life, aß.joy at the impligation it conveyed,* 
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of the afiection of her beloved protectress 
being restored to her; since to her, this 
was a treasure more preclous than all wbich 
the liberality of Lady Derville could be- 
stow ; and many, many minutes elapsed, 
ere poor Rosabella could command suffi- 
cient composure, to make those acknow- 
ledgments such a gif): of beneficence de- 
manded. 

As Rosabella found, in the deed pre- 
sented to her by Lady Derville, half a 
yeaT*8 payment o£ her annuity, she was 
enabied the foUowing day, to set out upon 
the novel employment of Shopping for 
hersel^ to make some necessary improve- 
ments in her wardrobe for her excursioa 
to Wimbledon ; after which, accompanying 
Lady Meliora to visit Miss Vandelure, 
sbe saw nothing of Mr. Monson from 
breakfast, until they «et at the dinner. 
m>le of h,s grandmother ; where. Rosa 
^v J «*>f «'^«J. that bis aapect be- 

a«ce of cbeerLrei and ""*""' 1^' 

r the adjournment of the ladies 
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tö the drawing-room, he edcaped from his 
irksome iete d tete with Mr. Sternham— 
Ixyrd Derville being as usual in attendance 
upon Miss Vandelure — under the pretence 
of going to the parks to observe how 
the preparations for the^^te were making 
progress. 

On the subsequent day, which was 
the one appointed for commencing thelr 
Visit at Lord Flowerdew's, the two young 
friends arose with very different emotions 
and expectations from their promised plea- 
sure : Lady Meliora, although with a heart 
confessedly devoted to Lord Montalbert, 
arming herseif cap d pie for every conquest 
that should cöme in her way j more par- 
ticularly of Major Arundel — since to dis- 
tance Rosabella, the beauty of imperial 
stamp, in the competition for this inter- 
esting young man*s heart, would prove 
the kind of eclat which she panted for j 
and as to the success of her enslaving 
prowess, she sheltered not the shadow 
of a doubt ; since her glass informed her, 
that illness häd given an allur^ng. deli- 

TGL. III« ^ 



c^y tp her Uoom» mA ^ wmtlBi^ l^ngtior 

tah^r aftp«ct. 
' And thua had uncorrected vs^nity takeü 
root> and flmifiähed in a heart genia} to 
every aweet blossoming flower of virtue, 
iHiüi it had now a^aun^ßd th^e dke form 
of deadly vice ; for it not only bor.e dow^a 
b^fore it every fecace of Chmtkk^ huinility, 
b^t gratiytmde tQ the friond wbo h^^i ju$t 
impeFiUQd her owii life in tender care of 
h^ ; s^pd furthei;, yrafi hutryiog her oo 
tQ'the bravo 'S atrocity :-^for \9haA a$sassin 
i»i iBore d^aboHcal tbadn tbe mental qne ? — 
aiid' without qompunction wafi sbe deeply 
planniiag tbe pitileßs destructiou of an ami- 
able- man'» peace ; and that ^ m^^nt M^hose 
haalth of body had been unheaitatingly. 
la^d down as a saorifice to his. country/» 
Wj3[lfare ; and who woß now ^: qfcgect of 
tendfir interie^t and gratjefwl sympathy to 
aU^ but a vain coquette. 

Tbe. feejings qf B^^abella« qi^ly pre^ent- 
ed.her with th^ bope» throiigh.this visit» of 
ma^ng fiie.i?((^ of thosß wbom sbe* feit 
stroj^gly. inqlined tq regard j whüati as to 



tot 1ii6 pleasuxe öf Wng admired, sh« re-i*' 
coiled from tfae id^a of making more^ 
since Mc Mobs^oh's unfbrtunate attacli« 
meat had taught her to feel, that awak'en^ 
ing a^hopdes» on» was a. painful infliction 
upoa herseif ^ and attachment of racipva- 
cit)F, i^e. was- convinced, couläiierref be ex«, 
perienced by her &r any man but Egrew 
moRt; even i^ould she^ aläs.! bedoopaed 
ta find» tbdt üri» had indeed prpnonnced 
its-irrevocable decree:againsttheir imion. 

The moment Charles arose from the 
break&st-table this moming^ he took the* 
band of bis grandmotber, and: pressed it 
with energy as he wished her good moro- 
ing. 

^ But you will be heme, I trufit, my de» 
boy^'^ sfaa sai^ ^* to accompai^ me. to 
din« with the OfDowds." 

" Why, no," he replied, blushing diafe|i^ 
ly, and lookkig embarrassed aa he spoke ; 
*^' uniuckily I knew not of Lady Eloweru 
dew's infceation of depriving yöii oß-^-oi^: 
of BoBfn's^ a^d Meliova^s society fop tmo* 

o 2 
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whole days, when I made an' engagement 
with— the— firiends who kindly perform- 
ed my ciceironi at Oxford, to accompany 
them this day to Windsor ; and tliere being 
inuch to see in tbat neighböurhood, tbey 
rather wish me to remain in Berkahire until 
to-mprrow ; so tbat, dear madam, sbould 
you have no objection to tbe measure— *' 
and here tbe voice of Charles faltered 
witb .emotion ; for, as bis grandmotber now 
treated bim witb affectionate in4iulgence, 
sbe was rapidly regaining all tbe influence 
sbe once beld over bis filial tenderness — 
** I would comply witb tbeir wisb." 

"If tbe individuals yöu accompany in 
tbese excursions, my cbild, are sucb as 
you tbink you sball be able to remem- 
ber witb approving satisfaction, you bave 
my füll consent to extend your absence,** 
Lady Derville replied, witb agitated so- 
lemnity. 

Cbarles turned very pale as sbe spoke, 
bastened towards a window, affecting to 
be called to gaze by tbe, rapid move* 
nient of an opportunely passing carriage ; 
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and after a few moments devoted there 
to the recovery of his self-possessiöii, he 
approached our heroine, and in a tone 
of ill-concealed bitterness he said, although 
attempting the ease öf gaiety as he ad- 
dressed her-^ 

" Remember, Rosa, I shall expect gloves, 
and all sorts of bridal favours : — except a 
kiss j** and now his voice feil to a low hol- 
low tone ; " for that— thät I could not 
bear, — as this excursion to Wimbledon, 
no one can doubt, has been promoted by 
that officious Lady Flowerdew, to for- 
ward the suit of Lord Bays water with 
you." 

Rosa, sensibly afiected by the evident 
State of misery the mind of Mr. Monson 
was now in, feit anxiety to calm one pang 
at least, that of his apparent jealousy ; 
for although the voice of duty, and the 
State of her own aiFections, presented no 
faope for this amiable män's unfortunate 
passion, yet total despair,she.feared,might 
bear too heavily on his tortured feelings in 
a moment like the present, when bisbosom 
seemed torn by a conflict of some deep and 
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nqrflterknis distreas; and now, bloslm^ 
whüst flfae qpoke^ sbe Baid : 

^* Be nsured, Locd Bayswater wili never 
ooeaffion mj «nricbnig y ou whh vay bridal 
fiivauTs; siiioe he is eoßt of Ihoae badba- 
rians o^vanitj, who assail ^eveiy female 
iieait» iridiaut aa Intention lof ever sur- 
rendernig his own ; and this Ladj Fh>wer- 
4ew kindlj and oonsiderately ^iprised mD 
c£ anny first inteednction to his Inrd^^» 
lest j&j inexperience io£ the wodd shoald 
lead toe ioix} ifaa aiures his unpardcmable 
▼anitjr la^ fxx -die umwary or tibe 
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Charles now tumed again to the windov ; 
nnd after remainiag there fear some mi- 
xiutes, apparently asif strugglifig ntei^aüf 
for xefiolutio& to rash at once isAo soae 
:dreaded exertion, he flew to his gmnd- 
mothei; pressed her haad in silent fare- 
Twell energy, did tbc same by the sym- 
pathizing E;osabeUa; and tfaen, kissing 
biß aister, precipitately retreated from tbe 
»•oom. From the moment of his de- 
P**ture a sdlenm pause prevailed ; untü 
^"^ length tbe interval of painftd thougbt^ 



Ailness wfts brofeen tjy Lady DervJüfe, whb 
Mid, in accents betmyhig how much hi^r 
tDat^nal appreHenaions were awäkened— ^ 

" Rosa, my love, obiige tax« by goiitg 
iip to tbe drawing reoin, io ^ee if Iwo 
l^tle)*s I remurked Obades pat cm t4fe 
ittantelpiece, tbe mometit before we dte- 
l^ended to b!*akf«st, are yet there/* 

Our beroin^ instantly compUed ; and as 
lAie approached tbe place she was directed 
tö seek th^ letters m, sbe beheM Oiarles 
iiunself stetiding i^ one of tht wkidöw 
recesses, buried in profound meditation ; 
when instafitly sbe wouM baiFe retreated 
M^tbout diistitt'biiig bim, but tbe efibft 
ptt)ved vailt^ ^ince tbe flitting of her 
fi>rm towaOrds tbe door dissolved bis pftiil- 
ful i^verie» 

« 

^^ Ob ! Rosa/* be exdaimed upbraidkrg- 
ly, *' wby, wben you see me wretched, db 
yo« sbun we ?** 

*« I only fbared to distarb yöur m*. 
dittftion^." 

^* But that would bave been kindneiss ; 
^nce mine are «isery's meditatioM«'^ 

Not all tbe Mlf-possessien Rosa coul4 
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command availed her nowj for in de- 
fiance of every cxcrtion, she burst into 
tears; and, on beholding them, Charles 
Bhock with emotion. 

" Oh ! what is the dire, the dreadful 
cause of all this misery, Charles V' faintly 
articulated the sobbing Rosa. " If your 
inexperience has unfortunately led you 
into any snare of vUlany; is there no 
person to be found — ^none-^not one, whom 
you would confide in, capable of advising, 
pr competent to aid in your extrica- 
tion?'' . 

*^ No, Rosa :— no, not one : since cven 
:to you, my beloved, my adored, I dare 
not, will not confide th<e nature of my 
misery: — ^but the distraction you behold 
of its infliction is caused by its blighting 
every fondly cherished h<^ of my ob- 
taining you.'* 

" Charles, dear and estimable Jriendr 
Said Rosahella solemnly, «« remember your 
hope of obtaining a portionless, nameless 
^^fe, to the destructionof every fair pros- 
thT ^^ ®"®^^'öing an exalted Station in 
e World, was not destroyed by this fatal 
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entanglement that oppresses you. Duty 
OQ my part prononnced its invincible in« 
terdiction ; and on yours, the necessary 
recoUection of what you owed to yourself, 
and the hoose you sprung from." 

^* Ah ! Rosa, but circumstances might 
have arisen to remove the barrier, which 
your delicate sense of duty reared between 
US ; with all the scruples ray overweening 
pride had conjured up, to separate me from 
the.'bliss'of Superlative happihess. But, 
now! Oh, Rosa! Rosa! now — " 
. At this uioment Lady Wilemore's equi- 
page stopped at the door; and the loud 
sounding of the knocker electrified Mr. 
Monson, and recalled him to the recoUec- 
tion of , an appointment ^hich l\ä had 
bound himself to fulfil ; and now, in the 
mental agony inspired by the remembrance 
of this recoiled from engagement, his coun- 
tenance changed from the expression of 
sbrro\v to that of despair ;. and with a deep 
drawn sigh and hurried tone, he faltering. 
ly bade Rosabella farewell. 

" Farewell, ' for many hapless days, be- 
loved, yet lost to me j and in our absence 

o 5 
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irom eacii etiler^ you wüi not, in llie gajr 
revds of »irth« be aliowed to bestow one 
tiiou^t on me; wfailst my sad, my de* 
solate thottghts, will seek, will find, no 
other theme but jou/' 

Charles, tfae nielancholy,^tered Charles, 
had now reached the door, in this bis de- 
jectedy unwilling retreat fima her, to whoni 
bis love had increaaed like the rapid aymp* 
totns of some direfuUy isfectious diseases 
witbin the last few weeks, nntil it seemed 
past eveiy bope of eure; when, paimng 
to steal one more last and laigering look, 
he suddenly rushed towards her ; and, ere 
our heröioe was aware of bis intention, 
or coold find power to parry it, he dasped 
bar in bis arms,— pressed her to his throb- 
bing bosom, with all the wild energy c£ 
Jpdoring despair; and then rushed from 
the room, down a back staircase, and out 
of the house ; leaving our poor beroine 
overwhelmed with the most acute distress 
of sympathy upon his account ; but wbich 
she hastened to veil from Observation, by a 

prompt and rapid retreat to her own cbam* 
ben 
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TTie arrival of Lady Wilemore, and 
leugth of her speculating visit for entrap« 
ping advantages' for herseif .and family, 
afForded time to the alaraaeA and heart- 
wrung Rosabella to tranquillize her aspect 
fm appearing befbre Lady DerviUe^ wiäi 
inteUigence, tbst the presence of Charles 
in t^e drawing roott had necessaxily prd« 
vented her seeking tbose letters she haA 
hssBn uexxt in quest of by her ladyship« 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

At length the carriage was announced, 
which was to convey Lady Meliora, our 
heroine, and Betty Roach, firom the re- 
luctant Lady Derville, and half maddened 
Mn SternhaiD, to the villa of Lord Flower- 
dew on Wimbledon Common ; where 
our two young friends received a kind 
and hospilable reception from their host 
and hostess» and a most üattering one 
from those inmates whom they respectively 
knew. 

Lord Flowerdew was a remarkably hand- 
some, majestically grave looking man, of 
about forty- four; the younger son of a 
viscount ; and who had obtained an EarPs 
Coronet for himself, by his surpassing abi- 
lities at the bar. In his private character, 
he was as distinguished for every excd- 
lence, as in his public he was renowned 
for talent ; but, whilst grave in aspect» 
and dignified in deportment, his manners 
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were cheerful, coDciliating, and gentle. As 

a husband and father, he was indulgent and 

äffectionate ; and feeling himself even still 

the lover of her whom he had wedded from 

early attachment, he oflen murmured at 

the labours of the bar and Senate mono- 

polizing that precious time, of which he 

would gladly have dedicated a great por* 

tion to her, whose volatility and zest for uni- 

Versal admiration, which he had greatly fa^ 

voared in the spring of their union, would 

have led fatally into dissipation's danger- 

GUS vortex ; but to his infinite and heart- 

feit rapture, although she had frolicked 

round the eddy, she had never been drawn 

into the whirlpool ; and being through life 

the partial admirer of every fancy of his 

dearer seif, his mind was predisposed to 

admire our heroine, whose appearance and 

manners soon led that disposition to re- 

ceive the confirming stamp of his own un- 

influenced judgment and fancy. 

The party of inmates assembled at 
Lord Howerdew's when our fair friends 
arrived, through unexpected apologies 
from several law friends of his lordship's. 
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consiited ixAj of Lords Btg^water and 
WiiHafn Rentlorn^ Sir Simon and Ladj 
Townhurst, Admiral Oakbury, Major 
Arundel, and tbe Miss Lorrains. 

Lord William Renilorn hod allowed his. 
«dmiration of Lady Meliora Monson's beau- 
ty to give bis prudeoce so completely the 
go*bt/j that» although informed the odds 
were. against speculatrng upon any con- 
siderable relief to his embarrassments ftam 
her moderate portion; he still clung to 
tlie faope of some pending bets, by proving 
succesfifiil, allowing him yet to strive for 
the whip-hand in her afiections : he there- 
ibre would not give in ; but implored his 
launt to let him try his.imslaver's mettle» 
by a close inspection of her domestic qua- 
lifications. 

Lord Bayswater had leamed, from Lady 
Flowerdew, the suspicion that rested on 
the legititnacy of Rosabella; and for ten 
restless days and nights, the disiionoixr 
to be reflected on his children, through 
such a dire flaw in the reputation of their 
maternal descent^ presented every argu* 
ment of extinguisbable force to subdue 
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tfae rtsing flame within \m bbsom. When 
hot^erer, after atmouncing to hb confideQ^ 
tial fiiead Lady Flowerdew, tbat bis heart 
was wln>le agam, he heard such descriptions 
o£ Rosa's teitder, amiable conduct to Lady 
Meliora, from her close observer Major 
Arunde] ; tfaat, ere aware of what he tne- 
ditated, he fbund his muse devoted to her 
aervice ; and, in Üie celebration of female 
friendship, discovered his heart a second 
time in peril; yet, ashamed to acknow- 
ledge it fliittering towards a relapse, he 
unwiUii^ly accepted the invitatio» of Lord 
Flowerdcw— even after reminded of possi- 
Ue danger, by the query of Lady Flower- 
dew*— " if his afiections were sufficiently 
convalescent, to dare venture upon en- 
countering the loveiy Rosa as an inihate f ' 
Admiral Oakbury was suspected by all 
to be an enthusiastic admirer of our he- 
roine ; and Major Arundel had acknow- 
ledged to his patemal uncle,. the Höru 
Aubrey Arundel, in epistdary confidence, 
*^ tbat had he encountered either Lady 
Metiora Monson or Miss Frederick se- 
pacately, for more tfaan an en passant ia- 
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tervicw, he should have inevitably become 
a prompt captive : but together, they each 
prevented the conquest of the other ; fot 
whilst fancy pronounced in favour of Lady 
Meliora, judgment clung to domestic hap- 
piness with Miss Frederick.'* 

But even this share of admiration was 
insufficient for the insatiable vanity of 
Lady Meliora ; who arrived at Wimbledon, 
resolutely determined not to leave one 
heart she could find on this visit unsub- 
dued by the prowess of her charms ; and 
therefore she instantly commenced her 
premeditated assault of all her victims 
with every fascination of her captivating 
vivacity, which the languor still remaining 
from recent indisposition allowed her to 
'exert ; whilst poor Rosa met all the par- 
tialities she had unintentionally inspired, 
with less Chance of attracting than she 
had ever before been seen with; since 
her bosom, long the secret sanctuary of 
many, sorrows, was now in the most painful 
State of anxious alarm and sympathy for 
Mr. Monson; while days and nights of 
unremitting attendance, in all the solici- 
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tude of tender affection by the pillow of 
her friend, had left its traces of £ttigue 
. lipon her pensive aspect. 

But, although the sorrowing, anxious 
Rosabella had the brilliancy of her charnus 
thus suspended, she yet could * interest 
resisüessly ; and the two eider of Lord 
Mowerdew's children, Lord Beiford and 
Lady Frances Manners, who had only been 
presented to her witb their brothers and 
sisters on her arrival that morning, were 
so att'racted towards her, that when the 
dinner party had assembied in the drawing 
room, they both nestled close to her, ex- 
erting all their endearing ^iles to mo- 
nopolize her attention ; which their watch- 
ful mother soen perceiving, she iexclaimed : 

<^ My dear babes, how kindness has en- 
couraged you to trespass ! Miss Frede- 
rick's condescension has caused you to 
forget how short the period has been since 
your irftroduction to her; and has led 
you to encroachments threatening her with 
suffocation. Do, good animals, draw off 
from such annoying contact, and allow 
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tiiiB very fleservhig ftscinaiitor pMrer to 
breathe.'^ 

Rosabella assured Lady Flc^erdew, tbe 
disttnguisfanig favour of her lovely cliil- 
dren was a pleasoie ndt to be rditiqui^ed 
by her ; when Lady Townhurst, who bad 
that momitig been in coiapaiiy with a 
personage high in tbe estimation of tbe 
World of fasliion, who span out every 
syll^le she uttered to a most liberal 
prodigality of sound-«--drawled out — 

WcH---- tha t--His-«--an-— -es-^-^ap-^lifibv-- 
ed— rule~-of— mine, — ne^-ver — ^to — par— 
tro— nise— cbil— dreti— At all events, ft 
IS a sort of fi-ienct^ship that ne — ^ver aa— 
swers." 

" Bat, is it not haut ton «t pres^st, fer 
«di«i to patronisre cbildren?" demanded 
1-ord Bayswater, archly glanciüg his eyes 
towards Lady Flowerdew. " Tbe Duchess 

Z, ^l^^^^^^^S adores her son j and all the 
World of In«» ;« 

m conseqae&ce bave set 

2e^' «tablishment of affection for cWl- 



<C 



I^e» Lady Howefdew!»» 



^dy TowBhurst, forgettiog in het Bfertn 
aw lateiy acquired accotopKshment of 
drawhng, « do set n,e right on this head ; 
tor it was only yestcrday j M<a» admiring 
two yery lovely twins of Lady Anne 
«todler's,. when the Marchionew of 
•Quizland cried shame on my rusticity, 
and Said, « Ü was Gothic barbarity to pa- 
troÄize dhildren.* " 

" Really," responded Lady Plowerdew, 

*• as I do not allow fashion the presump! 

tion of regulating my afiectiöns by its 

caprice, as it does my drapery. I cannot 

deade for you, Lady Townhuret ;— how- 

ever, Lady Horatia Clangmouth will.in- 

»tmct you in the exact pitch to which you 

may carry your aflfections and partialities 

lipon the most fasbionable prindples; 

aince she is profound in universal know- 

*edge, and I expect her ladyship to form 

one of our tbis day's dinner party." 

•* The d — 1 you do !" exclaimed the 

admira], starting from his chair in evident 

<^0Dstemation ; and then reseating himself 

end«tvDured to recover his composure. 

•' Wby^ uncle of Oakbury," said Msyor 
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Arundel» smiling, «* what magic influencc 
the name of this fair widow seems to pos- 
sess over you! Verily, I never beheld 
your colour fly at a fair one's name be- 
fore." 

" Colour fly ! Morhleu ! young gentle- 
man, but her name is qüite tremendous 
enough to make a man's colour fly, er 
even to fly from his colours, to get off 
the same Station with her orally fluent 
ladyship. But, my very dear friends, and 
destined fellow sufferers ! I implore, I 
Import une you, if you prize the sound of 
your own voices, with avidity to seize 
the golden opportunity for a short ex- 
ercise of your oratoric functionsj since, 
with sympathetic grief I teil you, that 
the d — 1 another will shed its cheering 
beams upon you this blessed day. If, 
therefore, any lady has fashions to discuss, 
reputations tenderly to handle^ or en- 
treaties to maketo their adorers, not to 
seek the desperation of the Stygian lake, 
during this approaching embargo on hope's 
cheering syllables : — if any genüeman has 
politics to debate, bets to arrange, or 
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love declarations to breäthe, I conjure you 
to be prompt in the rapidtty of voluhle 
articulation, ere the arbitrary seal of ir- 
remediable silence condetnns you to the 
mute sufierings of tlie patient dumb." 

" Is her ladyship then really $uch a 
prodigal in oral .aftillery ?" demanded Sir 
Simon Townhurst. 

" Why, sir, her very yea nay signals 
are made by broadsides ; and — but Gay 
has well .portrayed her oral faculty; 



* Good gods, 'tis like a rolÜDg river, 
That murm'ring flows, and flows for ever.* 
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^* She is indeed a most communicative 
personage, it must be confessed," said 
I-ady Flowerdew. 

** Communicative !" said Admiral Oak> 
bury ; " Satan turned retailer of his own 
inventions ! A Wilding in petticoats ! The 

Baroness Munchausen ! ! " 

< 

" A fair archer, who does most assured- 
ly oftentiraes shqot with a marvellously 
long bow," said Lord Flowerdew j '• yet, ' 
in evidence for — not against her fair fame, 
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I C9n, to a^n* absolute certaiotyv voucb, 
tbat I have caught her ladysbip in a 

** When the dc^uce could that be, mj 
dear lord?*^ demanded tbe admiral. ** I 
stiffiM^ed on a home Station i^ith her a whole 
\9«ek, in the dawn of the day of her 
first widowhood, — which proved indeed 
a< short one, for St. Thoma» wa» her patron 
Saint I believe, wfa<mi she prayed to- fbr 
prompt consolation,— and not one word of 
truth could I vouch for her giving ut- 
terance to, but when she pronounced her 
gratitude to the physicians, who had at- 
tended her late husband in bis last illness, 
indelible," 

" It bas been her mania for fame as 
an universally informed personage, that 
has led* her into becoming a disciple of 
the Munchausen school," said Lord Plowi 
erdew ; " for sooner than allow her know- 
ledge in all things to be detected at fault, 
she will unhesitatingly snatcfa up any ma- 
tei'ialä that fall in her way— no matter 
how.foreign the maiiufecture — to twine 
mto the fabrications she requires; and, not 



faction of her aM^itOTS:; some of wbom 
ar« perch^iicQ as profqundly Ignorant as 
she caa wisb them j whilst otbejcs, »tunn^ 
into.supinencas by the oveirpoweriug din of 
l^r. loquiicity» wiU mut arou^e thctmselvj^ 
to QQestion tbe airtheaticity of her «f^- 
firJ9>Mitions ; wliilst the redt act uödeur tbe 
aoquiosceQt influence of poUtesse^ot through 
the self*gratiiUtitig eixuUation» which many 
a bosom glows with on beholding otfaera. 
guUeclj» thrqugh wiles> whicb their superior 
Mfisdom ba9^ detected.'' 

<< But^^n^tM^khstandiag I taust at^know- 
Ie4g6 I««^y Horatia to be a most: impeding 
nui^nce to my own oral propensities,'' 
s^id Lady Flo werde w^ ^* yet I must also 
confess her to be an entert«ini^g com» 
panioa f^i^ an hour ;. and one wbo certain- 
ly never takes tbe bow in« bandito wound a 
reputatioQ*" 

'* So ns^uch the worae,.my'<ifear madaiOt'' 
Admiml Oakbwy rapJiedj " an openly 
m^licious defaulter m tüutb you. ivoiild 
aU scput froii» yiour cirdea with contewi^; 
bu^fr ht^re, beeause she boist», n<ot malevo.'- 
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lence för her flag, you become encouragers 
g£ a detestable vice ; and give it your 
sanction, because it appears in the spe- 
ctous disguise of harmless amusement/' 

" It is very true,*' said Lord Flower- 
dew ; " and after courting her society, we 
should feel a little conscious of meriting 
the band of correction, should we find 
our children pursuing so attractive an 
example in the path of disingenuous- 
ness." 

. « My dear Frances and Beiford/* said 
Lady Flowerdew in * hurried accents, and 
blushing eloquently as she spoke, ** I 
doubt not nurse is now preparing to com- 
mence her walk with your brothers and 
sisters, anü I wish you, my darlings, to 
join their party/' 

Lord Beiford and Lady Frances arose 
in. prompt obedience ; and, although with 
evident reluctance at a Separation from 
Rosabella, unhesitatingly withdrew. 

** A pretty imp, truly, to be encouraged 
and invited to houses !'' exclaimed the 
admiral, his tender feelings wounded, on 
perceiving the poor children had made 



a fiacrifice to obedience i ^' to ^Hmipel 
careful mothers to the distressikig neces* 
stty of inflicting pain upoa thek ofl&pring, 
to secure their morals from corruptiofi/' 
^^ Butf as the Baroaess Munchauseii 
18 not more renowned for punctuality than 
veracity/' said Lord Flowerdew, " I tniat, 
Cecilia, you have not formed th« intention 
of starving tbe Matter of Fact Society» 
assembled in compliment to her ladyship 
and Dame Moneyhive, her refined belk^ 



mere.*' 



c< 



Can you possibly inform me, Lady 
Flowerdew,** said Lord Bayswater, ** why 
Lady Horatia inflicts that appendent mor- 
tification upon herseif? For although 
her lady&hip pleased her fancy by taking 
for a second sposo a man of plebeian origin« 
surely she did not plight her faith to bis 
whoie volgo race ?" 

^^ In irrefragafole testimony that she did 
not," Lady Flowerdew replied, " she never 
permitted one of the canaiüe tribe to con- 
taminate the air she breathed, until the 
legitimacy of her first spouse was most un- 
expectedly called in question, and throügh 

VOL. JII. p 
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the decision of the impertinently pene« 
trating law, hec once immense jointure 
pitiably diminished ; when, almost at the 
same moment, came showering from the 
firheel of fortune» upon the head of her 
l^üe^mire^ incalculable wealth, through the 
death of her second husband, a fortunate 
keeper of a lottery office, who happened to 
get knighted upon some address. From 
that period of gold*refining influence, Lady 
Horatia has become a most dutifully at- 
tentive daughter ; and politically joinicg 
establishraents, philosophically ushers the 
poor — or rather I should say the rieh 
bourgeoise^ through the circle she hersdf 
moves in ; often to the amazement of 
our auricular faculties, — if not to the im- 
provement of our accuracy and el^ance 
in our natfve language« 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

At this moment Ladies Horatia Clang« 
tnouth and Moneyhive entered; the former, 
a fine looking woman of five and forty, 
decked in the most striking style of fashion, 
and evidently with the most elaborate 
care ; the latter, much further advanced 
in life, and who was so enveloped in flesh, 
that all human form was lost in a conic 
rotundity not inapplicable to the name she 
bore, and which made the inelegance of 
her gait and movements still more conspi- 
CUOUS9 whilst her dress was as attractive 
as a gaudy fancy could select, and as mag- 
nificent as wealth could purchase. 

" My very dear Lady Flowerdew,'* Lady 
Horatia exclaimed, flying to her fair hos« 
tess, *^ condemn me without a jury, and 
execute me without benefit of clergy, as 
the most atrocious culprit that ever'trans- 
gressed against the laws of punctuaüty/' 

*< Nay, if you thus ingenuously plead 

p2 
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guilty,*' Lady Flowerdew replied, ** I shall . 
fin^ tnyself but more resistlessly impelled 
to the pleasing side of clemency." 

** The abommable books were the first 

aggressors,** said Lady Horatia : '* those 

abommably odious books! which I never 

can tear myself from after once opening 

the dear, delicious fascinators ; so, my 

dear creature, after poring over four hun- 

dred and ninety-seven pages in a large folio 

this morning, I suddenly started into the 

pleasing recollection of my delightful en- 

gageinent here. Five minutes dressed me 

— when, lo ! as my foot was absolutely on 

my coach step, my woman, in dire con- 

sternation, came shrieking after me, to 

announce my having odd shoes on, and 

five papillotes in my hair. Back then to 

my attiring sanctuary I had to scampef, 

to rectify these misdemeanours of my ab- 

sent faculties ; and, in my race, ingeni- 

ously contrived to fracture a new pomt 

dress. In consequence, I had a complete 

transformation of toilet to endure j but, at 

wS ^^'^'«*^V deposited in the carriage, 

wnen bemg wafted hither with the vclocity 



ROSAHB2.irA« SIT 

f>f the Olympic race» out started a roving 
Hnch-piii^ and narrowly we escaped a comr 
plete over ■ *' 

*^ Pray madam, Lady Horatia, bave Ü19 
goodn^sss just to teil me/' exclaimed Lord 
William, darting from bis seat to stand in 
breathless anxiety before h«!, ^* are youra 
Whirlham*s new patent lincb-pins ?" 

^' Ob, good man ! know na more of tbe 
equipage that brought me bitber tbatt 
Diogenes did of waltzing. A vile conceni 
belonging to my coacbmaker; my OMm 
i^ gone^ to be mounted on new wheels^ 
since the emperor wore out my last for me« 
But, dear Lady Flowerdew, I am misera- 
ble until my excuses are made ; — so tbis 
annoying delay, through tbis fracture of 
our spring *' 

" Spring !" repeated Lord William« 
" Why, your ladyship-- *' 

*' Yes, yes, I perceive my lapsus Un^ 
guas :--so, my dear madam, tbis annoying 
fracture of our pole unluckily afforded tima 
to a messenger, mounted on a fleet courser^ 
to come up to me with a packet of tbe 
very , utmost importance from one of the 
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cabinet ministers» requesting all the Infor- 
mation — ^which happens not to be a little — 
that I could poseibly yield, relative to a 
vety mysterious circumstance that occurred 
at M0SCOW9 and which now engrosses 
many hours of the Privy Council to un« 
ravel. This messenger providently tra- 
velling with writing materials^ I had no 
excuse to ward off sending an immediate 
answer: and, that dispatched, our hörse 
by that time recovered of his alarmingly 
impeding fit, we were permitted to achieve 
cur arrival hither without further inter- 
niption.*' 

^* And, by George, a miraculous achieve- 
ment that was; with linch-pin lost, and 
Spring and pole fractured, and one horse 
in a fit!" exclaimed Admiral Oakbury, 
with ludicrous rapidity, as if willing to 
make the most of his achievement of catch- 
ing her ladyship taking breath. " And, 
pray now, madam, can you possibly inform 
me, if his Majesty's Privy Council have yet 
graciously taken it into consideration, whe- 
ther we are in future to carry on our war- 
fare at sea with the artillery for year$ 
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Mtablished, or are to learn a new process, 
tnuch admired, I find,— the art of archery, 
and use the long*baw ?** 

** Why," returned her ladyship, un- 
dauntedly, " the matter has, I know, been 
some time in discussioii ; but, upon mature 
deliberation, it has been agreed-^^ those 
arms are best for use that yet have rievef 
failed.*" 

•* And with flying colours, I pronouncei 
the Horatia may sali off under the admi-^ 
ral's convoy to Table Bay, at our Cape of 
Good Hope — of obtaining some necessary 
refreshment," said Lady Flowerdew, smil- 
ing at the dexterity with which Lady Ha4 
ratiä parried the sarcasm, and aris}ng*td 
obey the summons to their long proträcted' 
banquet. 

*' I declare," said Lady Horatia, the mo- 
ment she was presented with her first plate 
of food at dinner, — " I declare my fingers 
are so cramped by writing, I shall scarcely 
be able to manage the exploit of feeding 
myself. It really is inconceivable the 
innumerable letters I scampere'd through 
this day ; apd, although miae is certainly 



SSO MBABMLhAm 

the pea of a tolerably ready writer» I had 
such varied subjects to treat upon, I was 
employed almost irom the dawn of day 
imtil I came hither/' 

'* Except the few seconds you withdrew 
£rom that emj^yment to scamper through 
four bundred and ninety-seveii paged oi 
large folio !<— -Prodigious mental prowess» 
even that, Lady Horatia!" said the ad- 
miral» üyljj vho could not be fiatt«ed 
by her well tnrned compliment to bis pro« 
fession, into beholdii^ her besettiog am 
with lemty. 

^' Oh» that was no prowes9 in me»'' re^ 
plied her ladyship. *^ Why, reading aod 
writing at the same identical moment» — 
ay» and upon, even the most inq^r» 
tant subjects, is become so habitual to 
me, that I absolutely think I do both 
with better effect conjointly than sepa- 
lately; and, to-day, I carefuUy perused 
seven political pamphlets sent me frcnn a 
certain member of the Treasury Bench 
for my candid opinion of their logic ; and 
four from a leader of Opposition to know 
tay ideas upon their sarcastic point j and. 
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at the very same time, I scribbled off two 
letters of congratulation upon marriages^ 
five of condolence upon deaths and the 
recovery of an odious husband; one to 
my almoner in the country, of repreljen. 
sion for bis supineness ; and one to a 
young friend, to advise her upon a matrU 
monial speculation." 

" The d — 1 you did !" exclaimed Ad* 
miral Oakbury, — •* I should like much to 
know how your ladyship nianages your 
tacks from the book to the pen. — What! 
line about, like the cross reading of a ^ews^ 
paper ? Such a pot-pourri of ideas must be 
very edifying to the members of our se* 
nate." 

" Lawk, no, s\t" exclaimed Lady Mo* 
neyliive, " there was no popery, nor sedi^ 
tion, in any thing as my daughter-law, 
Lady Orasher^ wrote to those parliament 
men, TU assure you, sir, nor no jumble- 
ments from newspapers ; for she 4s so fine 
a scoUard she wants help froin none ovt 
them; for she writes like a lawyer, and 
teads as fine as any play actor-^never at 

p 5 
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no loss, nor laying her Mfaces any how 
but right." 

" Dear ma'am," exdaimed Lady Horatia, 
absolutely beaming a visible blush through 
her rouge ; ^' that anecdote, which we have 
so improperly imitated the ludicroua dang 
of, not being known to the present com« 
pany, I am absolutely called upon to re* 
late, to rescue you from the suspicioii of 
laying your Mfaces incorrectly. So, you 
naust know, Lady ilowerdew, when we 
were at — at York, a man was taken before 
the jKCayor for hissing a celebrated actor 
through his Performance, who, in his vindi- 
tion, alleged— ** the actor had not laid his 
Mfaces correctly ;'— and, unfortunately, 
this critiqtie^ pleasing our ludicrous fancy, 
we, have often unluckily quQted it;— so 
ofteo, it seems, and which is not unfre^ 
quently the case, that our.mockery has 
turned to contagion." 
. From this oration, Lady Horatia relled 
ijff into a itorrent of volubility, which no 
individual present had power to stem ; 
talking upon all subjecto, and bkndiog 
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truth and fiction with a rapidity and per- 
severance, amazing if not amusing to the 
circle, who were perforce converted into 
auditors ; but at length, on her mention* 
ing a rising orator at the bar, she un- 
warily proclaimed bis having been her 
playmate in their juvenile days ; — " that 
they even had learned out of the samo 
bopk ; and many an hour had conned 
their syntax together;** when Lady Mo- 
neyhive exclaimed, — edging in her oral 
Sounds with a degree of de;cterity that 
none eise could achieve — 
. '* Sin tax ! Why laws ! is there going 
to be a tax on sin? — T suppose set on 
foot by that there Society for the impres^^ 
sion of vice. — It will be productive enough» 
I'U Warrant. But^ laws! how will they 
manage for collecting on it ?" 
. ** Dear ma'am," cried her mortified 
relative» peevishly, " one would really 
hnagine, instead of being rieh as Croesu8> 
yoü were indigent as a pauper. You so^ 
abominate taxes, that your thoughts» I 
verily believe, dwell upon nothing elte; 
and if any word-^the most remote in lu^ 
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ture, sounds like increasing the revenae, 
you fume and fret» until it is quite farcical. 
I remember your onoe before making a 
ludicrous mistake upoa the satne subject» 
in one of your absent fits ; it was at the 
theatre at Bath^ when vtewing the per« 
formance of Cymon ; and when Fatima 
commenced her song of ^ Tax my tongue !* 
you instantly exclaimed, in a tone of pi- 
tiable alarm, — 

*< * What will they tax next?' '* 
<* Bat tbat alarm was very natural^ and 
very amiable/' said Admiral Oakbnry^ 
•* since it was evidently excited by her 
kdyship's kind sympathy for friends, 
whom such a tax, in possibility, might 
affect.*' 

. '^ But really, dear ma'am,'' continued 
Lady Horatia, not pausing to attend to 
the admiraFs innuendo, *' I do wish you 
would discontinue your Imitation of Mrs« 
Fretland, in calling things by the wrong 
i^ane,-^A^propos I of Mrs. Fretland.— You 
pemeniber her a girl^ Lord Flowerdew; 
and mustrecolleGt her having been eleven 
times on the point of ^natrimony, when 
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eitheir death, or inconstancy, broke off the 
Union; but her twelfth wooer dissolved' 
the malignant spell, for she then married, 
and very shortly became a widow: but 
now, poor thing, she is in real grief, hav- 
ing.just lost her only cbild ; — so I scrib- 
bled to her — at the monient I was in- 
structing my housekeeper how to preserve 
cucumbers the Indian way — just to say, 
^ that when it was possibly in the nature 
of compatibility with the overwhelming 
torrent of exeruciating affliction she was 
now anguished by, to bestow one straying 
thought upon insignificant mortals like 
myself, I would, with the alacrity öffnend« 
ship, fly to her, could my presence afford 
her any comfort, when time, by its nte* 
liorating influence, should commence its 
gifting the presence of friendship with the 
balmy power of soothing sorrows of mag- 
nitude like hers/ " 

** But, absolutely, your ladyship haa 
been rather unreasonable to this poor Mrs. 
Fretland,*' said Lord . Bays water hastily, 
whilst Lady Horatia was necessarily silenci 
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ed by the act of drinking wine with Sir 
Simon Townhurst, — whose compulsatory 
dumb-show-solicitation for that honour she 
liad comprehended — " for you expect such 
an inundation of grief from her, that not 
to forfeit the high opinion you have form- 
ed of her maternal susceptibility, she must, 
in common decency, abstain from the con- 
solation of your commiserating presence 
for six calendar months at least/' 

" 1*11 be tongue-tied if she takes the 
hint !*' exclaimed Lady Horatia, gulping 
down her wine so eagerly, to resume her 
oral fluency, it occasioned a momentary 
fit of coughing, that afibrded Lady Flower- 
dew the opportunity of saying — 

" Mrs, Fretland is of a stock renowned 
for susceptibility. I have heard, her mo- 
ther, after entombing herseif in a dark- 
ened room for five years, subsequent to 
the death of her first spouse, emerged from 
ber dolorous seclusion on the fifth anni- 
versary of her widowhood, in all the pomp 
of bridal fiaery, to be united to her late 
husband's executor, who had been the 
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only person admitted to her presence, ex* 
cept her children, during the solemn pe- 
riod of her Sequestration." 

*• And that sölely, she said, in the way 
of business}" exclaimed Lady Horatia» 
now. restored to unimpeded powers of 
oratory, — " and in four days after, she, 
to the amazement of all around her, pre- 
sented him with ten thousand pounds, to 
allow her to retreat to her dark room, to 
grieve again ; — when, to leave her perfect- 
ly unmolested, he marched off with the 
casfa, and a negro nymph, whom in hex 
sable fancies she had selected to attend 
her — to the coast of Guinea, I suppose; 
whilst the determined moumer contrived 
by sotne hocw poctis of your law necro« 
mancy, Lord Flowerdew, to make this 
marriage null and void, by drawing out 
of the shade of obscurity a prior wifej 
and so as a retaining fee, for assistance in 
such ingenious devices, she bestowed her 
fair hand npon her lawyer, Svho turned 
out her briefyföoeXy and made hei: pay all 
the costs of his suit of love." 

And now, withoat one preparatory pause, 
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Lady Horatia branched off into a wide 
ocean of anecdote ; and upon that expanse 
of roUing waters she took a rapid voy age, 
to inform the party assembled upon what 
terms every crowned head in Europe lived 
with their royal consorts ; even penetrating 
imjpenttTabiüüeSj and otber supposed inac« 
cessible repositories, to elicit such domestic 
secrets. 

** As to the dear Princess of ■ i ' * 
she continued, '* 1 have the beartfelt plea* 
sure to State she is well and happy:-~ 
never has the diadem's thoms encircled her 
brow ; and she passes her time chiefly in 
reading, and in the exercise of all the 
elegant accomplishments she has been ever 
renowned for. — At present she is engaged, 
for pastime, in embroidering the most ex« 
quisitely beautiful thing that ever yet was 
Seen ; the pattern hec own elegant design : 
but it will be a monatrous undertaking» I 
find/* ^ 

<< Oh, öh! A waistcdat for her royal 
spouse, I presume thonP'.said the ad« 
miral. 

" Not exactly that," repUed Lady Ho- 
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ralia, ^ not yet a fli^ reeording England'» 
glory. — No, her elegant employment is 

meant for a , b«t I am not at liberty 

to divulge the secret yet." 

^^ Pray, madam/' said Admiral Oak- 
bury, with eager gravity and dry droUery 
blended in bis finely expressive counte- 
nance, *^ bave the goodness to relieve my 
painful uncertainty, relative to tbe fate of 
a worthy friend of mine, by informing me 
if Captain Macgabble, of tbe royal navy, 
is alive ör dead V 

•* O, altvel — and Commander of some 
fort, — beyond the Ganges, sir." 

^^ Indeed !-^When I last beard of bim 
he was a prisoner of war in France." 

•* True, true :— now I perfectly recol^ 
lect all about it. — He was taken in the 
ebops of tbe Channel.— O yes, I perfectly 
remember the circumstance." 

" The d— — 1 you do !" retumed tbe 
admiral, with an inimitably performed stare 
of amazement. — " Why it occurred in 
George the Second's reign.** 

•^ Why then, my good sir, we certainly 
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cannot^ mean the same individual. My 
Captain Mag-groggle— or — the deuce if 
in his posing name !— must be son to yours* 
Indeed I know he is, for be mentioned to 
me, witb tears in bis eyes, tbe captivity of 
bis wortby fatber. But, wbatever ambi- 
guity may bave attended tbe fate of your 
captain, be assured, it cannot surpass tbe 
extraordinary circumstances wbicb accom- 
panied tbe capture of mine/' 

** Mine was merely an arcber of such 
marvellous prowess,*" responded the admi- 
ral, ** that be could send bis long-bow to 
tbe bottom of the deep ; — penetrate the 
douds witb it ;— or enter the most imper- 
vious passes. However, be cbanced one 
day to oversboot bis mark, as be sent 
down an arrow— in pursuit of a mermaid — 
into the regions of Neptune ; wben being 
as expert a diver as be was a shot^ he just 
popped down to see what cheer witb bis 
arrow ; wben lo ! and behold !— a net from 
a French frigate was lying in ambush for 
turbot, wbere be wandered — and, egad, 
before be could witb safety draw breatbi 
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he found himself hauled up before Mon-^ 
sieur le capitaine^ with a number of un- 
wary soles and other odd fish/* 

" Ay, but mine, sir," said her ladyship, 

" was hung up at the yard-arm, by his 

ctew, in a mutiny; then flung over- 

board; and, after floating three days 

and four nights, on the briny deep, a 

French cruiser took him up, for the sake 

of the gold on his uniform j and this 

the French pirates were in the identical 

act of ripping off, when an experimental 

philosopher' on board laid an immense 

wager with the chief mate, that he would 

bring the defunct to life ; and accord- 

ingly galvanized him most successfully ; 

and, after his miraculous re-animation, 

refusing to fight against a British ship, 

the brave and loyal O'Grapple was 

handcuffed, and sent on shore the first 

fair opportunity ; where he remained^ poor 

fellow, until Bonaparte sent him out on 

a mission for him to the Cape, — where I 

tpld you I last saw him/' ♦ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. ^ 

• 

Ladt Floweri^w conaiderately calculat* 
ing the gentlemen present had been suffi- 
ciently amused by the long-bow exercise» 
at this moment arose from table, and ad« 
journed, witb the fexnales of the circle, to 
her drawing room ; and ere the remainin^. 
party from the banqnet xnade their appear- 
ance, Lady Horatia had taken her de« 
parture fbr town; to fulfil, by her own 
accounty more engagements that evening» 
than could in possibility be accomplished 
in a month. This voluble dame being re« 
movedy Lady Meliora formed the prompt 
resol u tion of becoming the most conspicuous 
figure in the foreground of the picture, for 
the remainder of the day ; but when she 
conuneoced her determination to fascinate 
all present, the auxiliary she unwittingly 
called in to her aid was conspicuous 
affectatlon. 
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' Nor was the affectation or vanity's dis- 
play of Lady Meliora through this evening 
calculated to disperse the cloud» that ob- 
scured the resistless charms of Rosabella ; 
for with the mortification of stncere friend- 
ship she beheld it» and with pain and 
grief saw its ungenial inOuence ön all 
around her : but she had only been accus- 
tomed to play the Mentora with the most 
delicate cautton ; therefore no admonitory 
look of hers — if even comprehended — 
would have been likely to prove effective in 
that wi^, which affection could have wished. 

The Miss Lorrains, unimpeded by dis- 
torting affectation and disgusting vanity, 
or by any tnental conflict» were unques« 
tionably the attractive stars of this even- 
ing« They exerted their musical ^bilities 
with all the simple grace of genuine taste, 
and all the captivations of real genius ; 
and they moved, and looked, and convera- 
ed with the animated ease, that proves the 
best auxiliary in tlie art of pleasing* 

Far in advance was the evening, when 
to the surprise of Lady Flowerdew, after 
the loud soanding peal of a herald at the 
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grate» Mrs. Racket and Miss Delvely iivere 
announced. 

Mrs. Racket was a determined and in« 
defatigable racer through dissipation's most 
ßishionable rounds j who never signed the 
death Warrant of less than three pair of 
coach horses, or precipitated fewer than 
two coachmen into gaUopping consump- 
lions, during each season in London ; — 
whose milliners' bills were always the 
longest on record, although the most rapid 
in forming \ who made it a rule ever to 
return into the country not on speaking 
terms with her husband, afler the town 
expenditure bad come before him for re- 
imbursement ; and who was now on a po- 
litical visit of a day or two to Mr« Racketes 
banker, whose villa was in Lord Flower- 
dew's neighbourhood. 

Miss Delvely, niece to this banker, was 
a pretty looking girl, of eighteen, just 
emerged from a finishing seminary of 
fashionable celebrity ; and, enveloped in 
the vapor of her manifold accomplisb- 
ments, she was bome high in the clouds 
of her exquisite preeminence« As ac* 
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qüiring these accomplishments had been 
the only business. of her life for the last 
three years ; and the astonishment and Sciat 
they must inevitably create, ivhen burst 
upon the world, her only thoüght ; — she 
had imbibed the belief of accomplishments 
being the only object of this life; and 
now, wherever she appeared, her acquire- 
ments were her constant theme. In 
vanity's high hope, that her efforts at 
fathoming the Stores of others would re- 
dound to the conviction of her own supe- 
riority, she fastened upon every female who 
would lend her an attentive ear, to talk 
over her attainments, and, whilst doing 
so, warily to penetrate into theirs, — or at 
least deiuding herseif into the belief that 
she did so : yet whilst mentally exulting 
in her discoveries of the ignorance of her 
dearest friends, which she had happily 
made, she never took into her calcula- 
tions, that the lore of knowledge, if effec- 
tively imbibed, rests seldom on the sur- 
face; but, sinking into the intellect, diffiises 
4ts usefiilness through every faculty, evinc- 
ing its treasures by the rieh and brilliant 
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tonea it emanates from tlüe mind ; not iti 
the flimsy retailings of seholasrtic xBemory, 
alert in practice from repetition days, 
apouting forth those lessons too lately 
acquired to be forgotten» 

" My dear Lady Howerdew," exclaimed 
Mrs. Racket» the moment ahe entered, 
and half breathless in her speed for arti- 
culatLon, ^* you must pronounce Flora 
Delvely and me stark niad, when you 
learn we have scampered acröss the com- 
mon by ourselves» to look in and see if 
your party sports such inveterate quizzes, 
such dead flats, as we left, losing their 
money and their tempers» at the worthy 
banker's yonder." 

** And now you have looked," replied 
Lady Flowerdew» smiling» ^^ what do you 
think of US ?'' 

^* Oh, eertainly not a quiz to be detected 
in your collection, that is poz ; but whether 
a lourd assemblage, time must teil me; 
and to avail myself of that requisite time, 
I mean to treat myself with a monsttrous 
gossip here; as I want to consult you 
lipon a momentous ai&ir — how to spend 
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fny prucleojt huiihand'a -cash orost eftbcttiaUy 

iu ti^ cöAUitr}? ) £9t yau must know I fadire 

beeti piayiog tbe vjery deuce in town diii 

season— -jiitted five coAoh-körses outrigfat» 

and l^roke tibie wind öf two ; but that was 

bis, imperial maje»ty*s fault, not tnine-* 

had laay {locket picked: of a tbousand 

pound^in bänk-nOt^i getting in at St 

Paul's to See the monarchs — Jost a brilii't 

ant comb» value immense, Coming outof 

White^s— *and spent sacks of m<^ej, I 

know not how, except through the s(^uan<» 

dering" m^ic thät makes it fly in London. 

So my coro sposo^ who all the world 

knows is vnßranc nigaudj has^ determined, 

in bis wisdom, to coniine me for two 

dreary y ears in the woods of Westmore- 

land; I am tberefore determined to illu* 

mine those woods with all the moet bril* 

liant Stars of fasbion, and to set the lakes 

on fire with my fetes^ although poor 

Racket will never coAtrive to perform that 

feat upon the Thames ; and so I am in 

quest of advisers how to strike put dashing 

fK^hemes for me, to Ißt the bnm-drum man 

know, that dross can fly like. clu^iff before 

VOL. III. Q 
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the wind in the country as well as in town. 
So» my dear peeress, your mite of counsel 
I hutnbly crave, to set the pelf a-going/* 

** You could not liave a better coilti- 
sellorthan mysposa^^* Mud Lord ilower- 
dew ; ^^ adopt her plans, and the pelf will 
By. Ciothe the naked, feed the hungry, 
liberate the debtor froln prison, visit the 
sick, comfort old age, and provide refuge 
for the^ destitute — ^for that is the way ray 
eam spends her sposo^s money in the 

country.** 

. Lady Mowerdew deeply blushed, and 
so did Mrs. Racket ; but the latter, laugh- 
ing off her momentary chagrin, gaily ex- 
claimed, 

• "O, your cardinal virtues are not on 
my list of confederates. Quite enough for 
me» to aid the poor in public patriotic 
subscriptions. I wish to live all the days 
of my life ; and if I do contrive to ruin 
Racket — ^which surely I have a right to 
do, having brought him so immense a per* 
tion — why you know, being in the füll 
bloom of my charms» I can readily patch 
him up again, by obtaining large damages 
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tot him in a cause before your Lord** 

Lady Flowerdew blushed more brigfatly 
than before» and her brilliant eyes beamed 
the sparkling flash of high disapprobation 
upon her, who could so carelessly speak 
of such enormity. The Admiral looked 
fiercely on her, then apprehensively on 
the young women who had unfortunately 
heard her« Lord Flowerdew knit bis na-* 
turally placid brow, and Lady Townhurst 
drew her chair close to Mrs. Racket'6, to 
take lessons upon spending that cash she 
found she had a right to squander, since 
she had brought her spouse so large a 
portion ; and her eager inquiries of— - 

^^La, ma'am, how do you purpose 
iUumining your woods with fashionable 
Stars, and performing fiery feats on your 
lakes ? I should vastly like to know, as 
we have woods and lakes on our estates*'-^ 
soon drew from the dissipated Mrs« 
Backet information suflScient to send Sir 
Simon on bis rapid way to St. George'a 
Fields ; and, whilst she was thus laudably 
and inatructtvely holding forth, her firiend 
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Miss Ddively was dispkjai^, snost gvitify^ 
ingly to herseif, her own acquiremebtB to 
the gentlemen present, whibt only appear- 
mgf she iattered herseif, amiably employed 
ifi seekiog to draw into liotice the accom- 
plisbments 6f others. 

This knowledge Inquisitor liad long 
since devdoped Miss Lorrain's superiority 
in eveiy species of acquirement over her* 
seif; therefore, to batt her hooks to catch 
what she knew she should not find— ig- 
]ionaic&-**was not in the oode of her pöU« 
tics ; but Lady Meliora, Mary Lorrain, 
and our heroine, ^'e examined withoot 
eeremony ; and as Rosabella's replie& were 
the evaaive one's of niodesly sbrinking 
from boast, she drew cotaclosions agreeable 
to her own wishes. And now most amiably, 
to mortify the poor ignoramus by her own 
Superlative attainments, she commenced a 
detail of all her masters and all her nris« 
tresaes, who, in number, eould just have 
formed a füll quadrille, with the allowance 
of a tolerable bsuid; and, after rudning 
over all the varieties öf knowkdge tbey 

and hov ^ fi)rtciAat€iIy high 
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she ranked in their favour, she branched 
off to a ludicrous account of a poor ninny^ 
whom she had been dozed to death by, 
during the whole of the preceding day, at 
her uncle's. ^ An uninformed noodle/' 
Said she» '^ thought the earth was a plane 
— that Venice was a duchy — that chrono- 
logy was a mechanic art — that hydrosta- 
tics was a disease--^nd the British Insti- 
tution an hospital. Whiist, as a climax to 
all these discoveries, I detected her ne- 
science in all history, bot the history of 
Lady Celestina Fala, and my Lord Moon- 
calf ; or of heUe letters» except the letters 
of novel belies — ^for such only has been her 
despicable line of reading. 

" And which appeared so vastly con- 
temptible to me»" she continued, ^* since 
Mrs. Veneer, my govemess, would as 
soon allow the small-pox in her house as a 
novel ; so that I was never permitted the 
perusal of such pemicious trash» and never 
read one in my life/' 

Mary Lorrain was gifled with a happy 
flow of animated spirits» which awakened 
a resistless propensity to sportive sallies; 
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änd altbough scarcely knöwing more 
than' the naoies of a few novels, now 
affected amazöment at Miss Delvely's 
waot of taste» in not adoring that &scinal> 
ii:^ iine of reading ; and with a view of 
making this antinovelist reträct for her 
amusement, and acknowkdga she had 
dived deeply into the forbidden q>rings 
of fancy, reminded her, ^' that the most 
learned woman of the age, Madame de 
Stael, not only ccHidescended to read, bat 
^to write novels — that the celebrated Lord 
Orford had written a romanee — ^that not 
only Dr. Johnson had been suspected of 
aiding in such matters, but also a not 
long since deceased prelate, famed for 
pety :'' — ^and so nearly at length did the 
wild Mary succeed in her project, that 
Miss Delvely began to apprehend that she 
had implicated her taste, by denying her 
information upon the subject in question ; 
and how with plausibility to retract be- 
Game her painful puzzle. 

Just in this moment of mental dif- 
ficulty, Mrs. Kacket, who had given all 
the instructi(Hi in her power to yield to 



Lady Towiihurst, in ofiie leMon Dil hbw to 
sqaander ^eslth, exclaimed-^ 

^^ Come, Flora, or we sball be fanci^lly 
apprehensive in röcrossitig th^ common; 
and pteasingly imagine ourselve6 pursüed 
by banditti, as the poor heroine was in thai 
fomance we have just finished togeth^n 
Do skim it, Lady Flbwerdew j it wflt 
serve to keep Jyou awake in the country, 
which will be a Service, although it is by 
apprehension. Flora Delvely will teil yöM 
the name, for she is the novelist's maga* 
zine and catalogue too*" 

''La, Mrs. Racket! not since I went 
to Mrs. Veneer's ; for she so highly dis- 
approves of such paltry trash of reading, 
tbat she made a convert of me." 

** Not she, indeed," cried her dear 
friend, maliciously ; " for you eagerly de- 
vour every novel and römance that comes 
out — ^good, bad, or indifferent, moral or 
the reverse. Why, my dear, how could 
you find a new character for every day in 
the year, if you did not study for prece- 
dents ? Bat come, the night wanes.-~ 
Adieu, Lady Flowerdew and circle. Send 
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inquiries on the morrow after our precious 
lives and property. — ^Farewell! farewelll" 

And now away these dear friends scam- 
pered to quarrel as they went, as pastime 
for their apprehensions ; and the moment 
Ihey lefl the room, Miss Lorrain^ fearing 
her sister» in her project for leading this 
aotinpvelist to revoke, had awakened a 
belief in her auditors of her being a silly 
enthusiast in the cause she defended, 
«ommenced a mild rebuke to lead to 
Mary's justification. 

*• How could you," she said, " com- 
mit yourself so thoughtlessly. to Miss 
Delvely ? You who realiy are so little 
acquainted with that class of writers she 
affects to deapise, have given her cause to 
believe you a female Quixote — a Lydia 
Languish; and that the ingenious Mr. 
Barrett humanely wrote his Heroine as a 
kind lesson for you." 

^'And there is my friend to keep 
your 8|ister in countenance for error in 
jjidgment» Miss Lorrain," said Lady Me- 
liora, smiling ; " for she too has . com- 
initted herseif most famously ; and, I 
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dbubt not) the fair äticoäiplished will 
paint you as th^e princess Noodlebella. 
Why how, chiidy could you respönd to 
her catechigm, wifh such a . shower of 
negatives as you did ? ^^ * Are you an 
accoinplished sitiger ?* — * No/ • A skilful 
painter?' — *No.* *A show-off dancer?* 
— * No/ * A scientific musician ?* — * No. 

" But, my dear Meliora, although I 
perceived, by the glances of commisera- 
tion I was eliciting by my veracity,** said 
Rosa, " that I was" the executioner of my 
own consequence» and degrading myself 
completely in her estimation j how would 
affirmatives have sounded in respondence 
to such direct questions ?** 

" You should have exercised your in- 
genuity, not your ingenuousness, child ; 
and plaj^ed her off,** replied her lady- 
ship. 

" Ah !" said Rosa» shaking her head, 
"but I have no ingenuity that way/' 

Lord Flowerdew now promising to take 
our heroine under his tuition, to initiate 
her in the art of responding to puzzling 
questions, drew her infio an aiäimated 
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dia]ogue, which channed all tfaose wba 
listened to it, and caused the sigh o£ 
pitying regret to heave, that one ^ho 
could so playfully fascinate, had anj 
mental sorrow to cloud the enchanting 
aspect of such sweetly chastened viva» 
city. 
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